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July  28, 2002 

Another  Land  of  Lincoln 

By  HAROLD  HOLZER 

AS  its  license  plates  remind  both  residents  and  visitors,  the  state  of  Illinois 
proudly  claims  the  motto  "Land  of  Lincoln."  But  had  the  selection  been  left  to 
the  Lincolns  themselves  ~  the  final  three  generations,  that  is  ~  the  honor  might 
have  gone  to  Vermont  instead. 

That  is  where  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the  president's  eldest  son  ~  the  only  one  of 
his  children  to  live  to  maturity  and  sire  children  of  his  own  ~  replanted  the 
family  tree  at  the  dawn  of  the  20th  century.  Far  away  from  the  impoverished 
prairie  where  Abraham  Lincoln  came  of  age,  his  first-bom  capped  a  40-year 
love  affair  with  New  England  by  commissioning  a  spectacular  24-room 
mansion  on  412  acres  in  the  village  of  Manchester.  He  named  it  Hildene  and 
occupied  it  for  at  least  five  months  annually  during  most  of  his  final  21  years, 
after  which  it  remained  a  family  home  for  succeeding  Lincobi  generations  until 
the  1970's.  (The  last  of  the  Lincolns  died  in  Virginia  in  1985.) 

Today  the  mansion  is  open  to  the  public  from  May  through  October,  and  again 
for  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  weekends.  Reflecting  two  decades  of 
meticulous  research  (the  staff  includes  a  historian),  careful  restoration  and 
loving  care,  the  house  brims  with  authentic  family  relics  and  boasts  a 
knowledgeable  staff  of  docents,  some  of  whom  can  remember  the  last  resident 
Lincoln  as  easily  as  they  can  describe  a  family  heirloom. 

Each  of  several  visits  has  left  me  feeling  that  I  am  entering  an  active  home 
whose  owners  have  left  only  moments  before.  But  no  ordinary  home.  The 
estate's  carefully  tended  flower  and  herb  gardens  dazzle  the  senses  with  color 
and  aroma.  In  some  rooms  one  can  ghmpse  an  elegant  old  party  gown  lying 
across  a  bed,  as  if  waiting  for  one  of  Robert's  daughters  to  rush  upstairs  and 
change  for  the  next  soiree. 

These  Lincolns  lived  not  in  the  pioneer  style  in  which  their  family  is  enshrined 
in  myth  but  in  the  luxurious  grandeur  of  gilded  age  nobility,  to  which  they 
firmly  belonged.  Experiencing  this  sandstone-fronted  Georgian-Revival  house, 
one  suspects  that  Robert  Lincoln  constructed  it  to  make  a  final,  decisive  break 
with  his  homespun  roots. 

That  feeling  confronts  the  visitor  before  the  house  is  even  glimpsed.  When  my 
wife,  Edith,  daughter  Meg  and  I  drove  along  the  dirt  road  that  leads  from  Route 
7A  up  a  promontory  to  the  main  house,  we  noticed  that  it  ascends  past  two 
distinct  vistas  that  symbolically  recall  how  far  the  family  itself  ascended  from 
Abraham's  era  to  Robert's.  On  the  right  are  uncleared  woods  reminiscent  of  the 
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impoverished  Lincolns  of  the  western  backwoods.  On  the  left  is  an  expanse  of 
manicured  lawn  that  Robert,  a  passionate  golfer,  used  as  a  driving  range.  Here 
the  rail-splitter  father's  past  yields  dramatically  to  the  railroad  tycoon  son's 
future. 

The  magnificent  mansion  itself  looks  larger  than  nearly  all  the  other  houses  in 
the  community.  Though  its  stucco  facade  was  not  traditional  for  clapboard-mad 
Vermont,  everything  else  about  the  house  was  Manchester  formal:  a  porte- 
cochere  front  entrance,  green  shutters  embracing  eight-over-eight  windows  and 
five  brick  chimneys  rising  above  a  tiered  shingled  roof  Like  a  monument  on  a 
pedestal,  it  sits  against  a  backdrop  of  dramatic  mountains  and  panoramic  views 
of  meadowland  below.  We  quickly  understood  why  Robert  chose  this  particular 
hill  in  this  beautiful  village.  But  Robert's  affection  for  New  England  is 
understandable  for  other  than  aesthetic  reasons.  It  also  afforded  him  the 
opportunity  to  be  his  own  man. 

Bom  in  1843  in  Springfield,  111.,  he  was  brought  up,  along  with  three  younger 
brothers  ~  Eddie  (who  died  before  his  father  reached  the  White  House),  WilHe 
and  Tad  ~  by  indulgent  parents  who  admitted  they  "never  controlled  him 
much,"  sent  him  off  to  boarding  school  at  Exeter,  then  wondered  why  he  did  not 
display  the  same  populist  instincts  as  his  log  cabin-to- White  House  father.  Nor 
were  father  and  son  particularly  close.  Certainly  they  were  seldom  together 
once  Robert  went  off  to  Harvard  and  Abraham  to  the  White  House.  After  that, 
Robert  admitted,  "any  great  intimacy  between  us  became  impossible." 

The  "Prince  of  Rails,"  as  he  was  nicknamed,  studied  law  at  Harvard,  earned  a 
fortune  in  the  railroad  business,  and  disdained  political  ambition,  especially 
overtures  that  he  run  for  president. 

Yet  Robert  did  serve  in  two  presidential  cabinets  ~  as  secretary  of  war  from 
1881  to  1885  and  as  minister  to  England  from  1889  to  1893  . 

Eventually  he  began  referring  to  Hildene  as  "my  ancestral  home,"  even  if  nearly 
every  American  of  his  day  knew  the  details  of  his  family  history.  His 
transformation  into  a  New  England  squire  became  complete. 

His  parents  were  the  ones  who  first  urged  him  to  go  to  Vermont.  During  the 
sweltering  summer  of  1863,  the  first  lady,  recovering  from  a  serious  carriage 
accident,  decided  to  escape  Washington  and  vacation  in  the  cool  mountains 
around  Manchester.  The  president,  fresh  from  twin  victories  at  Gettysburg  and 
Vicksburg  and  sensing  (prematurely,  as  it  turned  out)  that  the  Civil  War  might 
soon  end,  chose  to  stay  home.  A  reluctant  Robert  (along  with  his  brother  Tad) 
was  assigned  to  accompany  his  mother  on  the  journey  north. 

Yet  Manchester  worked  its  magic.  There  was  the  bracing  weather  and  the 
majestic  setting  between  the  Green  and  Taconic  Mountains.  The  family  stayed 
in  the  brilliantly  whitewashed,  century-old  Equinox  House.  (Now  part  of  a 
group  called  Rockresorts,  it  still  displays  a  replica  of  the  guest-book  page  on 
which  Mary  Lincoln  registered).  Mary  and  sons  returned  the  next  year,  and  she 
booked  the  entire  family  to  visit  again  during  the  summer  of  1865,  a  trip  that 
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Lincoln  did  not  live  to  take. 

But  Robert  came  back  often.  Married  with  three  children,  he  began  spending 
long  holidays  at  his  law  partner's  Manchester  summer  house,  country-clubbing 
with  the  local  elite.  By  1902  he  was  rich  enough  to  start  construction  on  a 
mansion  of  his  own.  He  moved  in  three  years  later. 

Robert  spent  the  next  21  summers  there,  prolonging  each  successive  season. 
Eventually  he  retired  there  full  time,  entertaining  dignitaries  like  President 
William  Howard  Taft,  whose  visit  in  the  midst  of  the  bitter  1912  campaign 
signaled  that  Robert  now  firmly  belonged  within  the  conservative  wing  of  the 
Republican  Party.  Most  of  the  time,  he  kept  to  himself  at  Hildene,  conducting 
Pullman  Company  business  and  playing  golf  Within  a  couple  of  years  after 
they  moved  in,  Robert  switched  to  a  large  bedroom  on  the  ground  floor,  leaving 
his  wife  to  their  suite  above. 

Robert  died  in  this  bedroom  in  1926,  just  shy  of  his  83rd  birthday,  and  little  in  it 
has  changed  since.  We  visited  the  house  amid  an  eerie  stillness  one  night  last 
June,  while  outside,  under  a  canvas  tent  on  the  patio,  a  formal  dinner  for  history 
buffs  was  in  progress.  Neither  lavish  nor  spartan,  the  bedroom  is  handsomely 
outfitted  and  carefully  furnished  to  serve  its  occupant's  habits. 

The  chamber  is  still  dominated  by  the  large  carved  wooden  bed  that  Robert 
inherited  from  his  father-in-law,  Senator  James  Harlan  of  Iowa.  A  signed 
engraving  of  an  Albert  Bierstadt  landscape  hangs  over  the  mantel,  an  odd 
choice  for  a  room  boasting  its  own  spectacular  views. 

Just  outside  the  formal  entry  hall  sits  a  thousand-pipe  Aeolian  electromagnetic 
organ  that  the  Lincolns  installed  for  a  hefty  $1 1,000  in  1908.  Looking  down 
from  the  first  landing  is  a  Tiffany  grandfather  clock  that  their  daughter's  son, 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln  Beckwith  ~  the  last  of  the  Lincolns  ~  sent  to  Manchester 
from  his  own  private  collection  not  long  before  he  died  in  Virginia  in  1985.  His 
sister,  Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith,  known  as  Peggy,  had  lived  at  Hildene  until  her 
own  death  10  years  earUer. 

It  was  Peggy  who  willed  the  estate  to  the  Christian  Science  church,  which  was 
on  the  verge  of  selling  it  to  developers  when  a  hastily  organized  "Friends" 
group  raised  the  money  to  buy  it  in  1978  and  open  it  to  the  public.  Pre- 
restoration  tours  began  a  year  or  two  later. 

Thanks  to  their  heroic  efforts,  several  Lincoln  generations  are  back  on  view 
here:  Robert  and  his  wife,  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln,  their  two  daughters,  Mary  and 
Jessie,  and  Jessie's  daughter,  Peggy.  Lurking  in  the  background,  of  course,  is 
the  inescapable  presence  of  their  immortal  ancestor.  But  this  is  not  a  home 
filled  with  Abraham  Lincoln  relics.  In  fact,  the  family's  own  photograph  album 
remained  hidden  —  its  contents,  including  original  photographs  of  the  Lincoln 
children,  all  but  unknown  to  the  public  until  the  1980's.  Those  contents  are  now 
in  the  Lincoln  Museum  in  Fort  Wayne,  the  album  itself  in  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Library  collection  in  Springfield. 
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Mercifully,  Robert's  granddaughter  Peggy  died  before  she  could  proceed  with 
plans  to  redecorate  the  entire  house.  Her  own  bedroom  upstairs  resembles  a 
grim,  Depression-era  hotel  chamber,  cluttered  with  her  earnest  but  uninspired 
efforts  at  painting.  (She  was  a  good  photographer,  though,  and  processing 
chemicals  still  stain  her  sink.) 

But  the  ground  floor  belongs  very  much  to  the  original  owners  of  the  house,  as 
it  would  have  looked  around  1909.  Here  is  the  small  office  firom  which  Robert 
ran  the  Pulhnan  Company  for  six  months  a  year,  until  he  retired  in  191 1 . 

The  elegant  parlor  nearby,  with  its  dark  Harlan  family  furniture  and  1921 
Steinway  baby  grand,  a  gift  from  husband  to  wife,  offers  superb  views  of  the 
Vermont  hills.  In  the  dining  room,  the  Queen  Anne  table  is  set  with  fine  china 
and  crystal. 

The  old  kitchen  stars  a  massive  cast-iron  stove  with  built-in  waffle-maker. 

The  highlight  of  the  house  is  unquestionably  the  large  library.  On  our  most 
recent  visit  we  were  astonished  to  find  there  Robert's  1 864  Harvard  yearbook 
(its  thick  pages  boasting  hand-inserted  photographs  of  the  graduates)  and  an 
authentic  Abraham  Lincoln  stovepipe  hat,  donated  by  one  of  Robert's 
grandsons.  Here,  too,  we  glimpsed  a  silver-backed  Bible  presented  to  President 
Lincoln  in  1861,  and  a  lifelike  bust  sculptured  around  the  same  time.  A  formal 
engraving  of  Lincoln's  Civil  War  cabinet  is  nicely  offset  by  an  irreverent 
caricature  of  Garfield's  cabinet  a  generation  later  ~  among  its  members. 
Secretary  of  War  Robert  Lincoln. 

Our  first  reaction  was  that  the  library  looked  a  bit  like  a  fancy  old  railroad  car, 
so  we  were  not  surprised  to  learn  that  it  was  intentionally  decorated  in  the  style 
of  the  best-class  Pullman  coach.  A  large,  baronial  painting  of  Robert,  showing 
him  as  he  once  presided  over  this  very  room,  peers  down. 

Hildene  may  surprise,  even  disappoint,  the  visitor  who  comes  looking  for 
evidence  that  some  of  Abraham  Lincoln  rubbed  off  on  his  sole  surviving  son. 
But  no  visitor  will  leave  without  appreciating  Robert's  devotion  to  his  own 
"land  of  Lincoln." 

The  sum  of  Hildene's  parts,  which  now  include  a  schoolhouse,  a  carriage  house 
and  even  an  observatory  among  its  two  dozen  outbuildings,  clearly  marks 
Robert  Lincoln  as  an  American  success  story  in  his  own  right. 

"We  are  all  very  happy  here  in  the  mountains,"  he  wrote  one  autumn,  "and 
dread  being  driven  away  by  the  cold  winter  to  come." 

From  backwoods  to  gilded  age 

Getting  There 

The  village  of  Manchester,  Vt.  —  well  known  for  its  discount  outlet  shopping  ~ 
is  at  Exit  4  of  Vermont's  historic  Route  7,  about  25  miles  north  of  Bennington. 
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For  travel  information,  contact  the  Manchester  and  the  Mountains  Regional 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  5046  Main  Street,  Manchester  Center,  Vt.  05255;  (802) 
362-2100,  orwww.manchesterandmtns.com. 

Touring  the  Estate 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  Hildene,  Route  7A,  (802)  362-1788,  is  open  daily  jfrom 
mid-May  through  October,  9:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Admission  is  $10,  $4  for 
children  under  14. 

The  visitors  center,  about  100  yards  from  the  main  house,  presents  a  fine 
introduction  to  the  Lincoln  family  through  documents,  artifacts  and  pictures. 
Guides  must  accompany  visitors  through  the  first-  and  second-floor  rooms  of 
the  house.  Visitors  can  also  examine  daughter  Peggy  Beckwith's  antique  car  in 
the  garage,  explore  Robert  Lincoln's  observatory,  and  enjoy  the  dazzling 
gardens.  Friends  of  Hildene,  Post  Office  Box  377,  Manchester,  Vt.  05254,  or 
www.hildene.org,  maintains  the  property. 

Where  to  Stay 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  why  Mary  Lincoln  fell  in  love  with  the  Equinox 
Hotel,  on  historic  Route  7A,  (802)  362-4700,  fax  (802)  362-4861.  The  once- 
grand  hotel,  its  long,  columned  porch  dominating  the  town  center,  incorporates 
six  buildings  (183  rooms),  the  oldest  of  which  dates  back  to  1769,  and  has 
undergone  frequent  but  sometimes  discordant  redecorations.  The  spacious 
formal  Colonnade  dining  room  serves  generous  breakfast  buffets,  and  lunch  is 
served  at  the  nearby  Gleneagles  Golf  Course  Clubhouse.  On  a  recent  visit  we 
found  service  uneven,  if  earnest.  Doubles  range  from  $209  to  $379,  suites  from 
$400  to  $900. 

The  nearby  Wilburton  Inn,  off  7A,  (802)  362-2500,  (802)  362-1 107, 
www.wilburton  .com,  is  a  20-acre  Victorian  estate  rivaling  Hildene  itself  It 
offers  good  food  and  fine  views.  The  35  rooms  range  from  country  simple  to  a 
cottage  suite  with  its  own  music  room  and  piano.  Doubles,  $125  to  $250, 
including  breakfast. 

The  closest  motel  to  Hildene  is  the  serviceable  Weathervane  Motel,  also  on 
Route  7A,  (802)  362-2444,  fax  (802)  362-4616,  www.weathervanemotel.com, 
offering  22  rooms,  mountain  views,  a  swimming  pool,  and  a  friendly  staff 
Doubles  $101  to  $120. 

Where  to  Eat 

Chantecleer,  Route  7A,  (802)  362-1616,  is  justly  well  known  in  the  region  for 
its  classical  cuisine,  specializing  in  rack  of  lamb,  Dover  sole,  veal  sweetbreads 
and  game.  About  $150  for  two,  including  a  bottle  from  the  vast  wine  list. 
Closed  Tuesdays  in  summer. 

Laney's,  1716  Depot  Street,  (802)  362-4456,  is  a  family-style  restaurant  noted 
for  its  barbecued  chicken  and  ribs.  Dinner  for  two,  with  wine,  about  $40.  Open 
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daily. 

Al  Ducci's  Italian  Pantry,  133  Elm  Street,  (802)  362-4449.  A  mom-and-pop 
grocery  store-lunch  cafe  specializing  in  home-baked  bread  and  fresh  salads. 
Closed  Tuesday.  HAROLD  HOLZER 
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Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc. 

Post  Office  BOX  377 


Mancfiester,  Vermont  05254 


Tel:  (802)  362-1788 
Fax:  (802)  362-1564 
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For  Immediate  Release 

Contact:  Beth  Anne  Meachem,  (802)  362-1788 


fflLDENE^S  CELEBRATION  OF  PEONIES  EVENTS 


Spring  would  not  be  spring  without  a  stroll  through  the  formal  gardens  at  Hildene  when  the 
peonies  are  in  bloom.  Just  imagine  the  warmth  of  the  sun,  the  chatter  of  the  birds,  and  the 
rich  perfume  of  the  peonies  wafting  across  the  landscape.  Don't  miss  this  glorious  kick  off  to 
the  summer. 

Between  June  9^*^  and  July  13**^  artists  are  invited  to  take  advantage  of  the  beauty  in  the 
formal  gardens  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  Hildene.  As  a  visitor  you  may  be  lucky  enough  to 
catch  an  artist  at  their  easel  as  you  take  in  the  spring  beauty  of  these  magnificent  gardens. 
This  year  the  garden  will  also  host  local  artists  giving  informal  demonstrations.  On  June  13**^ 
from  9:30  to  1 1 :30  AM,  join  Barbara  Gettel  of  Shrewsbury,  Vermont  demonstrating  watercolor 
techniques;  June  20*^  from  1 1  AM  to  1  PM  will  find  Dorset  artist  Arthur  Jones  capturing  a 
moment  in  the  gardens  with  his  oils;  Saturday  June  21®*  join  Hildene  in  welcoming  Roger 
Jasaitis  of  Jamaica  who  will  demonstrate  classic  oil  painting  techniques;  on  June  26"^  see  the 
vibrant  interpretations  of  Janet  Picard  of  Brattleboro  and  West  Townshend  as  she  captures 
the  beauty  of  the  peonies;  and  on  July  5'^  enjoy  the  plein-air  style  of  Dan  Fisher  of  Jamaica, 
Vermont. 

Not  only  can  the  visitor  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the  gardens,  but  on  four  Sundays  between  June 
22""^  and  July  13"^,  one  can  enjoy  a  sampling  of  recipes  from  the  Hildene  cookbooks.  Join 
Christine  Cloer  in  the  annex  next  to  the  mansion  for  cooking  demonstrations.  Elegant  table 
settings  and  floral  arrangements  will  be  created  by  Hildene  volunteers  using  flowers  from  the 
Hildene  gardens. 

If  this  is  not  enough  think  about  joining  Hildene  and  community  members  in  the  annual 
Garden  Party  on  June  15'^.  Good  food,  good  music,  and  fun  company  highlight  the 
beginning  of  the  25"^  summer  season  celebrated  in  the  formal  gardens  overlooking  the 
Battenkill  River  Valley. 


June  19  will  find  Hildene  hosting  local  landscape  designer,  Gordon  Hayward,  for  a  lecture 
and  slide  show  introducing  his  new  book  "Your  House,  Your  Garden".  Enjoy  coffee  and 
dessert  followed  by  a  book  signing. 

Grounds  passes  are  available  to  enjoy  the  gardens  and  the  cooking  demonstrations.  Tickets 
can  be  purchased  to  the  Garden  Party  and  Gordon  Hayward's  lecture.  To  find  out  more 
about  the  Celebration  of  Peonies  events,  please  contact  Beth  Meachem  at  362-1 788  or  email 
beth@hildene.org 

Located  in  the  historic  village  of  Manchester,  Vermont,  Hildene  offers  daily  tours  of  the  house 
from  mid-May  through  October.  Throughout  the  year,  guests  can  enjoy  many  special  events, 
walking  trails,  the  beginnings  of  a  working  farm,  youth  programs  and  concerts.  For  more 
information  and  an  event  calendar,  please  call  (802)  362-1788,  email  info(g)hildene.orq.  or 
visit  the  web  site  at  www.hildene.org. 


NEWSfrom  jiiUene^ 

ROBERT  TODD  LINCOLN'S 
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WHEN  IN  VERMONT.  A  VISIT  TO  HISTORIC  HILDENE  IS  A  MUST! 

Located  In  the  scenic  Vermont  village  of  Manchester,  Hildene  is  a  truly  unique 
community  attraction.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the  son  of  President  Abraham  and 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  built  the  Georgian  Revival  style  summer  home  at  the  turn  of 
the  20'^  century.  Lincoln  descendants  occupied  Hildene  until  1 975  and  It  Is  the 
only  residence  in  America  where  all  of  President  Lincoln's  descendants  would 
eventually  reside.  Many  family  possessions  and  furnishings  are  on  display  at 
Hildene.  Guests  are  able  to  view  and  gain  insight  Into  many  precious  pieces  of 
American  history  used  by  the  Lincoln  family  for  nearly  75  years.  A  highlight  of 
the  collection  Is  one  of  the  few  remaining  stovepipe  hats  of  the  President. 
Another  prominent  feature  of  the  house  tour  is  a  1 908  Aeolian  organ  with  1 ,000 
pipes,  which  was  purchased  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  as  a  gift  to  his  wife  Mary 
Harlan  Lincoln.  The  organ  has  been  completely  restored  to  give  guests  the 
experience  of  hearing  the  house  resonate  with  music  as  it  did  when  the  Lincoln 
family  occupied  Hildene. 

Set  on  a  promontory,  the  Hildene  grounds  offer  breathtaking  views  of  the  valley 
below  and  of  the  mountains  to  the  east  and  west.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln  chose  the  name  Hildene  meaning  "hill  and  valley".  The 
formal  gardens  to  the  rear  of  the  house  have  been  restored  to  their  original 
beauty  and  bring  visitors  back  in  time  for  an  enjoyable  stroll  through  the  1 907 
garden  with  an  abundant  display  of  peonies  In  the  summer  months.  When 
snow  falls,  the  412-acres  of  the  Hildene  estate  come  alive  as  a  cross-countiy  ski 
and  snowshoe  center  offering  scenic  trails  for  all  levels  of  skiing  expertise. 
Hildene  hosts  a  number  of  special  events  throughout  the  year.  Concerts,  polo, 
artists  In  the  garden,  a  civil  war  encampment  and  craft  fairs  are  held  during  the 
season.  The  highly  regarded  Hildene  Antique  and  Classic  Car  Show  Is  held  each 


June  and  the  Hildene  Farm,  Food  and  Folk  Art  Fair  is  held  on  Columbus  Day 
Weekend.  Hildene  is  also  available  for  private  rental  for  weddings,  corporate 
receptions,  and  small  group  dinners. 

Along  with  Hildene's  popular  tours  and  special  events,  many  exciting  new 
programs  are  taking  place  this  season.  Enjoy  an  exhilarating  summer  at  Hildene 
by  exploring  our  enhanced  children's  summer  camp  program,  new  exhibits, 
improved  walking  trails  featuring  interpretive  materials,  an  historic  astral 
observatory,  restored  cutting  and  kitchen  garden  and  the  beginnings  of  a 
working  farm. 

For  more  information,  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.hildene.org  or  contact  us  at 

802-362-1788. 
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FRIENDS  OF  HILDENE  CELEBRATES  IT'S  25^"  YEAR! 

25  years  ago  a  small  group  of  residents  in  and  around  Manchester  accomplished  a 
remarkable  feat.  On  July  28,  1978,  they  banded  together  to  form  the  Friends  of  Hildene  in  order  to 
save  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  historic  summer  home.  Needless  to  say,  they  succeeded  in  their 
determination  to  preserve  this  unique  example  of  living  history  and  through  the  coming  year  Hildene 
will  be  celebrating  its  birthday  with  numerous  special  events. 

Over  the  course  of  the  next  25  years  Hildene  will  become  a  more  multi-faceted  institution; 
along  with  the  mansion  and  gardens,  enjoyment  of  the  412  acres  of  land  will  be  an  integral  element  of 
the  Hildene  experience.  Visitors  will  renew  their  acquaintance  with  the  Lincoln  family  through  tours, 
enhanced  programs  and  intellectual,  cultural  and  scholarly  engagement.  Hildene  will  strive  to  educate 
visitors,  residents  and  scholars  about  the  lasting  principles  and  practices  our  forbearers  helped  to 
foster  and  to  develop,  and  to  explore  the  relevance  of  those  principles  and  practices  to  the  21^* 
century.  Hildene  will  always  remain  true  to  its  roots  as  an  important  community  institution  helping  to 
create  a  positive  impact  on  the  area  the  Lincoln  family  called  home. 

Along  with  Hildene's  many  events,  tours,  youth  programs,  and  farm  &  walking  trails,  there  are 
numerous  opportunities  to  become  a  part  of  the  Hildene  family.  Membership  support  and  the 
continuing  volunteering  tradition  begun  those  25  years  ago  are  just  two.  For  more  information  and  an 
events  calendar  please  call  Hildene  at  362-1788,  visit  our  website,  or  email  infocSjhildene.orq 
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Hildene  Announces  Winter  History  Series 


Hildene  will  be  kicking  off  its  25"^  Anniversary  year  with  a  brand  new 
Winter  History  Series.  Held  the  second  Thursday  of  the  month,  January 
through  May,  each  session  will  include  a  45  minute  presentation  with  30 
minutes  available  for  questions  and  discussion.  These  are  designed  to 
be  light  entertaining  faire  with  just  enough  depth  to  give  people  a  sense  of 
the  times  and  issues  of  each  evenings  topic.  Series  topics  in  scheduled 
order  include  historian  Al  Jerman  introducing  listeners  to  the  very 
interesting  and  little  known  life  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  UVM  professor 
Melanie  Gustafson  discussing  the  impact  of  the  Garfield  assassination  and 
local  historian  Bill  Badger  talking  on  the  history  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  Pullman 
Company.  UVM  history  professor  Dona  Brown  will  look  at  the  remarkable 
effect  of  the  assassination  of  President  McKinley  and  UVM  professor 
emeritus  Samuel  Hand  will  talk  about  "The  Star  That  Set",  his  book  that 
traces  the  behind-the-scenes  intrigue  and  politics  of  the  Republican  Party's 
104  year  hold  on  Vermont's  political  power.    The  first  session  is  January 
9,  and  all  are  free  to  the  public.  They  will  be  held  at  Burr  and  Burton's 
Riley  Center  from  7:00  to  8: 15  PM  and  are  co-sponsored  by  Hildene, 
University  of  Vermont,  Vermont  Humanities  Council,  and  Burr  and  Burton 
Academy.  For  further  information  and  a  brochure  please  call  Hildene  at 
802-362- 1 788  or  email  info@hildene.org 
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Hildene  Announces  Astronomy  Club 


Hildene  announces  the  formation  of  an  Astronomy  Club.  Having  recently  restored 
both  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  observatory  and  his  1908  Warner  &  Swazey  telescope, 
Hildene  is  offering  itself  as  the  headquarters  for  a  soon-to-be-formed  astronomy  club. 
The  club's  first  meeting  will  be  held  January  15,  2003,  from  5:00  PM  to  6:00  PM  at 
the  Hildene  Visitors'  Center.  Several  Manchester  Elementary  and  Middle  School 
teachers  will  form  the  nucleus  of  the  club.  Those  teachers  urge  anyone  with  an 
interest,  regardless  of  degree  of  knowledge  or  experience,  to  come  participate  and 
learn  more  about  this  interesting  hobby.  They  stress  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  own 
your  own  telescope  to  participate.  Mr.  Lincoln's  historical  telescope  will  be  made 
available  for  use  by  the  club  on  an  ongoing  basis.  For  further  information  please  call 
Hildene  at  802-362-1788  or  email  info(a)hildene.orq 
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Help  Muster  In  The  Memorabilia! 


In  May  2004,  Hildene  will  feature  a  new  exhibit  focusing  on  the  North  Shire 
and  surrounding  areas  during  the  Civil  War.  Hildene  is  looking  for  help  from  the 
community  to  make  the  exhibit  a  success.  The  museum  is  trying  to  locate  local 
artifacts  and  memorabilia  such  as  household  items,  letters  and  diaries, 
commemorative  items,  photographs,  weaponry  and  equipment,  maps  and  artwork 
from  the  Civil  War  era.  Potential  exhibit  topics  include  the  home  front  during  the  war, 
the  Vermont  Morgan  Horse's  role  in  the  Union  Cavalry,  and  the  major  battles  of  the 
"Equinox  Guards"  -  Manchester's  own  fighting  unit.  The  exhibit  will  focus  on 
Manchester's  contribution  to  the  war  as  well  as  the  entire  state's  involvement. 

Just  as  the  community  gathered  together  in  1861  to  send  its  boys  to  war, 
Hildene  hopes  that  the  community  will  join  together  to  bring  this  exhibit  to  life. 

The  Civil  War  exhibit  is  the  first  installment  of  Hildene's  exciting  new  rotating 
program  in  which  there  will  be  a  new  theme  every  season.  Presently,  Hildene  is 
exploring  future  display  ideas  such  as  Vermont  during  the  Second  World  War,  the 
Presidential  election  of  1864,  and  the  Pullman  Car  Company.  If  you  have  artifacts 
you  think  would  be  appropriate  for  this  exhibit  or  for  additional  information,  please 
contact  Brian  Knight  at  Hildene  at  362-1788  or  brian(a)hildene.org. 
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Hildene's  Garden  Party  Blooms  Again 

Summer  is  here  and  it's  time  to  celebrate  the  season  with  Hildene's  Annual  Garden  Party 
Benefit.  As  always,  this  perennial  social  event  will  be  set  in  the  beautiful  formal  gardens  behind  the 
mansion  on  Sunday,  June  15,  at  6:00  pm. 

Having  been  restored  to  their  original  beauty,  these  gardens  provide  a  splendid  view  of  the 
mountains  and  of  Hildene's  Meadowlands  in  the  valley  below.    Jessie,  Robert's  daughter,  designed 
the  gardens  in  1907  as  a  gift  for  her  mother,  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln.  The  original  peonies  have  survived 
for  nearly  one  hundred  years,  and  each  June  produce  over  1,000  blossoms. 

This  year's  signature  event  will  host  a  complimentary  bar,  hors  d'oeuvres  by  the  Black  Swan, 
and  live  music  by  Tailor  Made  Jazz  Ensemble.  A  silent  auction  has  been  added  this  year  with 
intriguing  items  up  for  bid.  The  proceeds  from  the  auction  and  the  Garden  Party  will  be  used  to 
complete  the  restoration  of  Hildene's  original  Cutting  and  Kitchen  Garden  which  is  located  to  the  rear 
of  the  Carriage  Barn.  Plans  by  landscape  designer  Gordon  Hayward  include  new  well-defined  paths 
leading  to  the  garden,  signage,  and  additional  landscaping.  A  separate  lecture  by  Gordon  Hayward  is 
also  scheduled  as  part  of  Hildene's  Celebration  of  Peonies  which  runs  through  July  13. 

Admission  is  fifty  dollars  for  members  of  the  Friends  of  Hildene  (a  non-profit  organization)  and 
seventy-five  dollars  for  non-members.  The  trustuees  invite  you  to  celebrate  Hildene's  Gardens  and  be 
a  part  of  a  community  tradition!  For  more  information  please  stop  in  at  the  Visitors'  Center,  call 
Hildene  at  (802)  362-1788,  or  visit  the  website  at  www.hildene.org. 
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^^^^^^    ;  V  ^    •  Hildene  Helps  "Plant  a  Row" 

Manchester  Village,  Vermont  -  Hildene's  Kitchen  and  Cutting  Gardens  continue  to  be 
refurbished  and  brought  back  to  their  original  useful  purpose;  providing  food  for  the  household  and 
flowers  for  display  throughout  the  main  house.  But  without  a  family  in  residence  to  feed,  what  to 
do  with  the  produce  that  is  grown?  Hildene  and  the  Equinox  Valley  Nursery  have  partnered  for  the 
past  two  years  donating  the  food  grown  in  Hildene's  gardens  to  the  "Plant  a  Row  for  the  Hungry" 
program. 

Several  years  ago,  when  Bev  Jerman,  Hildene's  former  Deputy  Director  approached  Denise  Eddy 
at  the  Equinox  Valley  Nursery  about  becoming  involved  with  restoring  Hildene's  Kitchen  and 
Cutting  Gardens,  they  began  to  formulate  a  plan  to  restore  the  heirloom  gardens  and  use  to  them 
as  an  educational  tool.  Garry  Roosma,  a  retired  army  colonel  was  recruited  to  help  organize  the 
project  and  get  the  gardens  into  shape.  So  for  the  past  two  years  with  donated  seeds  and  historical 
data  on  what  would  have  been  planted  originally,  they  have  harvested  heirloom  corn,  tomatoes, 
squash,  eggplant,  beans,  chard,  radishes,  lettuce  and  a  variety  of  cutting  flowers.  Each  week 
volunteers  tend  to  the  planting,  mulching,  weeding,  watering  and  harvesting.  And  each  Tuesday, 
once  harvest  has  begun,  the  produce  is  collected  and  taken  to  the  nursery  for  distribution.  Last 
year  200  lbs  of  food  were  donated  from  Hildene's  gardens  and  with  the  lessons  learned  each  year, 
next  year's  garden  will  continue  to  provide  food  to  feed  the  hungry  in  our  communities.  The 
grounds  at  Hildene  are  open  daily  from  9:30  am  to  4:30  pm  and  the  Grounds  Pass  includes 
visitors'  access  to  the  Kitchen  and  Cutting  Gardens  located  behind  the  Carriage  Barn  and  Visitors 
Center. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  Plant  a  Row  for  the  Hungry  program,  call  Denise  Eddy 
at  the  Equinox  Valley  Nursery,  (802)  362-2610  and  for  more  information  about  volunteering  at 
Hildene  please  stop  in  or  call  Beth  Meacham  at  Hildene  at  (802)  362-1788. 
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HILDENE  SUMMER  DAY  CAMPS 

Hildene  is  now  accepting  applications  for  its  Summer  Day  Camps.  The  series  of  eight 
weeklong  day  camps  begin  in  June  and  continue  into  August.  Topics  include  Electrical 
Marvels  at  Hildene  (4*^  through  6*  grade),  Nets,  Buckets  and  Boots  (1^*  through  3'"^  grade), 
Historic  Crafts,  Games  and  Foods  (4'"^  through  6'"  grade),  Bug  Bonanza  (1^*  through  3'^ 
grade).  Puppets,  Myths,  and  Magical  Beasts  (4**^  through  S''^  grade),  and  Inventors  at  Hildene 
(4*^  through  6**^  grade).  Two  additional  camps  offered  at  Hildene  by  the  Vermont  Institute  of 
Natural  Science  are  River  Time:  Exploring  the  Battenkill  (4"^  through  6*^^  grade),  and  The 
Living  Forest  (/^  through  9*^  grade).  All  camps  run  from  9:00  am  to  3:00  pm  and  space  is 
limited. 

Overlooking  the  Battenkill  River  Valley,  the  camps  are  located  on  the  estate  of  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln's  summer  home  Hildene.  These  history  and  nature  camps  foster  children's  love 
of  learning  in  a  safe  and  friendly  environment.  Each  day  children  experience  a  wide  variety  of 
hands-on  activities  that  are  both  educational  and  fun.  Children  are  encouraged  to  explore, 
experiment  and  make  their  own  discoveries. 

Please  contact  Diane  Newton  at  362-1788  for  a  brochure,  fees  and  a  registration 
form.  There  are  a  few  partial  scholarships  left  and  additional  information  is  posted  on  the 
website  at  www.hildene.orq. 
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Sunday,  July  28,  2002 

Another  Land  of 
Lincoln 

By  HAROLD  HOLZER 

As  its  license  plates  remind  both 
residents  and  visitors,  the  state  of  Illinois 
proudly  claims  the  motto  "Land  of 
Lincoln."  But  had  the  selection  been  left  to 
the  Lincolns  themselves  —  the  final  three 
generations,  that  is  —  the  honor  might 
have  gone  to  Vermont  instead. 


Ben  Garv  in  for  The  New  York  times 


Hildene  seen  from  the  formal  gardens. 

That  is  where  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the 
president's  eldest  son  —  the  only  one  of 
his  children  to  live  to  maturity  and  sire 
children  of  his  own  —  replanted  the  family 
tree  at  the  dawn  of  the  20th  century.  Far 
away  from  the  impoverished  prairie 
where  Abraham  Lincoln  came  of  age,  his 
first-born  capped  a  40year  love  affair  with 
New  England  by  commissioning  a 
spectacular  24-room  mansion  on  4 1 2 
acres  in  the  village  of  Manchester.  He 
named  it  Hildene  and  occupied  it  for  at 
least  five  months  annually  during  most  of 
his  final  2 1  years,  after  which  it  remained 
a  family  home  for  succeeding  Lincoln 
generations  until  the  1970's.  (The  last  of 
the  Lincolns  died  in  Virginia  in  1985.) 

Today  the  mansion  is  open  to  the  public 
from  May  through  October,  and  again  for 


Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  weekends. 

Reflecting  two  decades  of  meticulous 
research  (the  staff  includes  a  historian), 
careful  restoration  and  loving  care,  the 
house  brims  with  authentic  family  relics 
and  boasts  a  knowledgeable  staff  of 
docents,  some  of  whom  can  remember 
the  last  resident  Lincoln  as  easily  as  they 
can  describe  a  family  heirloom. 

Each  of  several  visits  has  left  me  feeling 
that  1  am  entering  an  active  home  whose 
owners  have  left  only  moments  before. 
But  no  ordinary  home. 

The  estate's  carefully  tended  flower  and 
herb  gardens  dazzle  the  senses  with  color 
and  aroma.  In  some  rooms  one  can 
glimpse  an  elegant  old  party  gown  lying 
across  a  bed,  as  if  waiting  for  one  of 
Robert's  daughters  to  rush  upstairs  and 
change  for  the  next  soiree. 

These  Lincolns  lived  not  in  the  pioneer 
style  in  which  their  family  is  enshrined  in 
myth  but  in  the  luxurious  grandeur  of 
gilded  age  nobility,  to  which  they  firmly 
belonged.  Experiencing  this  sandstone- 
fronted  Georgian-Revival  house,  one 
suspects  that  Robert  Lincoln  constructed 
it  to  make  a  final,  decisive  break  with  his 
homespun  roots. 

That  feeling  confronts  the  visitor  before 
the  house  is  even  glimpsed.  When  my 
wife.  Edith,  daughter  Meg  and  i  drove 
along  the  dirt  road  that  leads  from  Route 
7A  up  a  promontory  to  the  main  house, 
we  noticed  that  it  ascends  past  two 
distinct  vistas  that  symbolically  recall  how 
far  the  family  itself  ascended  from 
Abraham's  era  to  Robert's.  On  the  right 
are  uncleared  woods  reminiscent  of  the 
impoverished  Lincolns  of  the  western 
backwoods.  On  the  left  is  an  expanse  of 
manicured  lawn  that  Robert,  a  passionate 
golfer,  used  as  a  driving  range.  Here  the 
rail-splitter  father's  past  yields  dramatically 
to  the  railroad  tycoon  son's  future. 


The  magnificent  mansion  itself  looks 
larger  than  nearly  all  the  other  houses  in 
the  community.  Though  its  stucco  facade 
was  not  traditional  for  clapboard-mad 
Vermont,  everything  else  about  the  house 
was  Manchester  formal:  a  porte-cochere 
front  entrance,  green  shutters  embracing 
eight-over-eight  windows  and  five  brick 
chimneys  rising  above  a  tiered  shingled 
roof.  Like  a  monument  on  a  pedestal,  it 
sits  against  a  backdrop  of  dramatic 
mountains  and  panoramic  views  of 
meadowland  below.  We  quickly 
understood  why  Robert  chose  this 
particular  hill  in  this  beautiful  village.  But 
Robert's  affection  for  New  England  is 
understandable  for  other  than  aesthetic 
reasons,  it  also  afforded  him  the 
opportunity  to  be  his  own  man. 

Born  in  184-3  in  Springfield,  111.,  he  was 
brought  up,  along  witfi  three  younger 
brothers  —  Eddie  (who  died  before  his 
father  reached  the  white  House),  Willie 
and  Tad  —  by  indulgent  parents  who 
admitted  they  "never  controlled  him 
much,"  sent  him  off  to  boarding  school  at 
Exeter,  then  wondered  why  he  did  not 
display  the  same  populist  instincts  as  his 
log  cabln-to-White  House  father.  Nor  were 
father  and  son  particularly  close.  Certainly 
they  were  seldom  together  once  Robert 
went  off  to  Harvard  and  Abraham  to  the 
White  House.  After  that,  Robert  admitted, 
"any  great  intimacy  between  us  became 
impossible." 

The  "Prince  of  Rails,"  as  he  was 
nicknamed,  studied  law  at  Harvard, 
earned  a  fortune  in  the  railroad  business, 
and  disdained  political  ambition, 
especially  overtures  that  he  run  for 
president. 

Yet  Robert  did  serve  in  two  presidential 
cabinets  —  as  secretary  of  war  from  1 88 1 
to  1 885  and  as  minister  to  England  from 

1889  to  1893. 

Eventually  he  began  referring  to  Hildene 
as  "my  ancestral  home,"  even  if  nearly 
every  American  of  his  day  knew  the 
details  of  his  family  history.  His 
transformation  into  a  New  England  squire 
became  complete. 

His  parents  were  the  ones  who  first  urged 
him  to  go  to  Vermont.  During  the 
sweltering  summer  of  1863,  the  first  lady, 
recovering  from  a  serious  carriage 
accident,  decided  to  escape  Washington 
and  vacation  in  the  cool  mountains 
around  Manchester.  The  president,  fresh 


from  twin  victories  at  Gettysburg  and 
Vicksburg  and  sensing  (prematurely,  as  it 
turned  out)  that  the  Civil  War  might  soon 
end,  chose  to  stay  home.  A  reluctant 
Robert  (along  with  his  brother  Tad)  was 
assigned  to  accompany  his  mother  on  the 
journey  north. 

Yet  Manchester  worked  its  magic.  There 
was  the  bracing  weather  and  the  majestic 
setting  between  the  Green  and  Taconic 
Mountains.  The  family  stayed  in  the 
brilliantly  whitewashed,  century-old 
Equinox  House.  (Now  part  of  a  group 
called  Rockresorts,  it  still  displays  a 
replica  of  the  guest-book  page  on  which 
Mary  Lincoln  registered).  Mary  and  sons 
returned  the  next  year,  and  she  booked 
the  entire  family  to  visit  again  during  the 
summer  of  1865,  a  trip  that  Lincoln  did 
not  live  to  take. 

But  Robert  came  back  often.  Married  with 
three  children,  he  began  spending  long 
holidays  at  his  law  partner's  Manchester 
summer  house,  country-clubbing  with  the 
local  elite.  By  1 902  he  was  rich  enough  to 
start  construction  on  a  mansion  of  his 
own.  He  moved  in  three  years  later. 


Ben  Garvin  for  The  New  York  Times 

A  Lincoln  stovepipe  hat,  on  display  in  the  library. 


Robert  Spent  the  next  2 1  summers  there, 
prolonging  each  successive  season. 
Eventually  he  retired  there  full  time, 
entertaining  dignitaries  like  President 
William  Howard  Taft,  whose  visit  in  the 
midst  of  the  bitter  1912  campaign 
signaled  that  Robert  now  firmly  belonged 
within  the  conservative  wing  of  the 
Republican  Party.  Most  of  the  time,  he 
kept  to  himself  at  Hildene,  conducting 
Pullman  company  business  and  playing 
golf.  Within  a  couple  of  years  after  they 
moved  in,  Robert  switched  to  a  large 
bedroom  on  the  ground  floor,  leaving  his 
wife  to  their  suite  above. 

Robert  died  in  this  bedroom  In  1 926,  just 
shy  of  his  83rd  birthday,  and  little  in  it  has 


changed  since.  We  visited  the  house 
amid  an  eerie  stillness  one  night  last  June, 
while  outside,  under  a  canvas  tent  on  the 
patio,  a  formal  dinner  for  history  buffs  was 
in  progress.  Neither  lavish  nor  spartan, 
the  bedroom  is  handsomely  outfitted  and 
carefully  furnished  to  serve  its  occupant's 
habits. 

The  chamber  is  still  dominated  by  the 
large  carved  wooden  bed  that  Robert 
inherited  from  his  father-in-law,  Senator 
James  Harlan  of  lowa.  A  signed  engraving 
of  an  Albert  Bierstadt  landscape  hangs 
over  the  mantel,  an  odd  choice  for  a  room 
boasting  its  own  spectacular  views. 

Just  outside  the  formal  entry  hall  sits  a 
thousand-pipe  Aeolian  electromagnetic 
organ  that  the  Lincolns  installed  for  a 
hefty  $  I  1 ,000  in  1 908.  Looking  down 
from  the  first  landing  is  a  Tiffany 
grandfather  clock  that  their  daughter's 
son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  Beckwith  —  the 
last  of  the  Lincolns  —  sent  to  Manchester 
from  his  own  private  collection  not  long 
before  he  died  in  Virginia  in  1985.  His 
sister,  Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith,  known  as 
Peggy,  had  lived  at  Hildene  until  her  own 
death  lO  years  earlier. 
It  was  Peggy  who  willed  the  estate  to  the 
Christian  Science  church,  which  was  on 
the  verge  of  selling  it  to  developers  when 
a  hastily  organized  "Friends"  group  raised 
the  money  to  buy  it  in  1 978  and  open  it  to 
the  public.  Pre-restoration  tours  began  a 
year  or  two  later. 

Thanks  to  their  heroic  efforts,  several 
Lincoln  generations  are  back  on  view 
here:  Robert  and  his  wife,  Mary  Harlan 
Lincoln,  their  two  daughters,  Mary  and 
Jessie,  and  Jessie's  daughter,  Peggy. 
Lurking  in  the  background,  of  course,  is 
the  inescapable  presence  of  their 
immortal  ancestor.  But  this  is  not  a  home 
filled  with  Abraham  Lincoln  relics,  in  fact, 
the  family's  own  photograph  album 
remained  hidden  —  its  contents,  including 
original  photographs  of  the  Lincoln 
children,  all  but  unknown  to  the  public 
until  the  I980's.  Those  contents  are  now 
in  the  Lincoln  Museum  in  Fort  Wayne,  the 
album  itself  in  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library  collection  in  Springfield. 

Mercifully,  Robert's  granddaughter  Peggy 
died  before  she  could  proceed  with  plans 
to  redecorate  the  entire  house.  Her  own 
bedroom  upstairs  resembles  a  grim, 
Depression-era  hotel  chamber,  cluttered 
with  her  earnest  but  uninspired  efforts  at 
painting.  (She  was  a  good  photographer. 


though,  and  processing  chemicals  still 
stain  her  sink.) 

But  the  ground  floor  belongs  very  much 
to  the  original  owners  of  the  house,  as  it 
would  have  looked  around  1 909.  Here  is 
the  small  office  from  which  Robert  ran  the 
Pullman  Company  for  six  months  a  year, 
until  he  retired  in  1 9  M  . 

The  elegant  parlor  nearby,  with  its  dark 
Harlan  family  furniture  and  192 1  Steinway 
baby  grand,  a  gift  from  husband  to  wife, 
offers  superb  views  of  the  Vermont  hills. 
In  the  dining  room,  the  Queen  Anne  table 
is  set  with  fine  china  and  crystal. 

The  old  kitchen  stars  a  massive  cast-iron 
stove  with  built-in  waffle-maker. 

The  highlight  of  the  house  is 
unquestionably  the  large  library.  On  our 
most  recent  visit  we  were  astonished  to 
find  there  Robert's  1 864  Harvard 
yearbook  (its  thick  pages  boasting  hand- 
inserted  photographs  of  the  graduates) 
and  an  authentic  Abraham  Lincoln 
stovepipe  hat,  donated  by  one  of  Robert's 
grandsons.  Here,  too,  we  glimpsed  a 
silver-backed  Bible  presented  to  President 
Lincoln  in  1 86 1 ,  and  a  lifelike  bust 
sculptured  around  the  same  time.  A 
formal  engraving  of  Lincoln's  Civil  War 
cabinet  is  nicely  offset  by  an  irreverent 
caricature  of  Garfield's  cabinet  a 
generation  later  —  among  its  members, 
Secretary  of  War  Robert  Lincoln. 

Our  first  reaction  was  that  the  library 
looked  a  bit  like  a  fancy  old  railroad  car, 
so  we  were  not  surprised  to  learn  that  it 
was  intentionally  decorated  in  the  style  of 
the  best-class  Pullman  coach.  A  large, 
baronial  painting  of  Robert,  showing  him 
as  he  once  presided  over  tliis  very  room, 
peers  down. 

Hildene  may  surprise,  even  disappoint, 
the  visitor  who  comes  looking  for 
evidence  that  some  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
rubbed  off  on  his  sole  surviving  son.  But 
no  visitor  will  leave  without  appreciating 
Robert's  devotion  to  his  own  "land  of 
Lincoln." 

The  sum  of  Hildene's  parts,  which  now 
include  a  schoolhouse,  a  carriage  house 
and  even  an  observatory  among  its  two 
dozen  outbuildings,  clearly  marks  Robert 
Lincoln  as  an  American  success  story  in 
his  own  right. 

"We  are  all  very  happy  here  in  the 
mountains."  he  wrote  one  autumn,  "and 


dread  being  driven  away  by  the  cold 
winter  to  come." 
Visitor  Information 
Getting  There 

The  village  of  Manchester,  vt.  —  well 
known  for  its  discount  outlet  shopping  — 
is  at  Exit  4  of  Vermont's  historic  Route  7, 
about  25  miles  north  of  Bennington.  For 
travel  information,  contact  the  Manchester 
and  the  Mountains  Regional  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  5046  Main  Street,  Manchester 
Center,  vt.  05255;  (802)  362-2  lOO,  or 
wvw/.manchesterandmtns.com. 


Steven  E.  Frischling  lor  The  New  York  Times 
The  gardens  at  Hildene. 

Touring  the  Estate 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  Hildene,  Route  7A, 
(802)  362-1788,  is  open  daily  from  mid- 
May  through  October,  9:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Admission  is  $  l  O,  $4  for  children  under 
14. 

The  visitors  center,  about  1  oo  yards  from 
the  main  house,  presents  a  fine 
introduction  to  the  Lincoln  family  through 
documents,  artifacts  and  pictures.  Guides 
must  accompany  visitors  through  the  first- 
and  second-floor  rooms  of  the  house. 
Visitors  can  also  examine  daughter  Peggy 
Beckwith's  antique  car  in  the  garage, 
explore  Robert  Lincoln's  observatory,  and 
enjoy  the  dazzling  gardens.  Friends  of 
Hildene,  Post  Office  Box  377,  Manchester, 
vt.  05254,  or  www.hiidene.org.  maintains 
the  property. 

Where  to  Stay 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  why  Mary 
Lincoln  fell  in  love  with  the  Equinox  Hotel, 
on  historic  Route  7A,  (802)  362-4 700,  fax 
(802)  362-486  L  The  once-grand  hotel,  its 
long,  columned  porch  dominating  the 
town  center,  incorporates  six  buildings 
(183  rooms),  the  oldest  of  which  dates 
back  to  1 769,  and  has  undergone 
frequent  but  sometimes  discordant 
redecorations.  The  spacious  formal 
Colonnade  dining  room  serves  generous 
breatefast  buffets,  and  lunch  is  served  at 


the  nearby  Gleneagles  Golf  Course 
Clubhouse.  On  a  recent  visit  we  found 
service  uneven,  if  earnest.  Doubles  range 
from  $209  to  $379,  suites  from  $400  to 

$900. 

The  nearby  wilburton  inn,  off  7A,  (802) 
362-2500,  (802)  362-1  107, 
wvv^. wilburton.com.  is  a  20-acre 
Victorian  estate  rivaling  Hildene  itself.  It 
offers  good  food  and  fine  views.  The  35 
rooms  range  from  country  simple  to  a 
cottage  suite  with  its  own  music  room 
and  piano.  Doubles,  $  1 25  to  $250, 
including  breakfast. 

The  closest  motel  to  Hildene  is  the 
serviceable  weathervane  Motel,  also  on 

Route  7A,  (802)  362-2444,  fax  (802)  362- 
4616,  www.weathervanemotel.com. 
offering  22  rooms,  mountain  views,  a 
swimming  pool,  and  a  friendly  staff. 
Doubles  $  I  o  1  to  $  1 20. 
Where  to  Eat 

Chantecleer,  Route  7 A,  (802)  362-1616,  is 
justly  well  known  in  the  region  for  its 
classical  cuisine,  specializing  in  rack  of 
lamb,  Dover  sole,  veal  sweetbreads  and 
game.  About  $  150  for  two,  including  a 
bottle  from  the  vast  wine  list.  Closed  . 
Tuesdays  in  summer. 

Laney's,  1716  Depot  Street,  (802)  362- 
4456,  is  a  family-style  restaurant  noted  for 
its  barbecued  chicken  and  ribs.  Dinner  for 
two,  with  wine,  about  $40.  Open  daily. 

Al  Ducci's  Italian  Pantry,  133  Elm  Street, 
(802)  362-4449.  A  mom-and-pop  grocery 
store-lunch  cafe  specializing  in  home- 
baked  bread  and  fresh  salads.  Closed 
Tuesday. 

HAROLD  HOLZER  IS  the  author  of  o 
number  of  books  about  Lincolr),  including 
"The  Lincoln  Family  Album"  (Doubleday, 
1 990). 
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Manchester,  VT  05254 
Dear  Mr.  Bondartz: 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  write  to  inform  you  that  Hildene  is  a  recipient  of  a 
2003  Preservation  Award  from  the  Victorian  Society  of  America,  New  England  Chapter 
for  the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  your  Victorian  gardens. 

The  ceremonies  will  take  place  at  the  Boston  Athenaeum  at  10  1/2  Beacon  Street,  Boston 
on  Tuesday,  June  26,  2003.  A  reception  will  start  at  5:30  p.m.  with  the  program  at  6:30 
p.m.  Two  of  your  party  will  be  our  guests,  more  are  welcome,  but  must  pay. 

We  would  be  greatly  indebted  if  you  or  a  representative  could  provide  us  with  a  five  to 
10  minute  talk,  with  slides  if  available.  We  will  have  a  projector  and  screen.  Please 
contact  me  at  (617)  373-2691  in  you  have  any  questions. 

Sincerely, 


Preservation  Chair 


I 

'i 


—  THANK  YOU  — 

AND  PLEASE  LET  US  KNOW 
YOUR  THOUGHTS. 


iwGw..,HILDENE 
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Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc. 

Manchester,  Vermont  05254-0377  •  (802)  362-1788  ■  lax  (802)  362-1564 
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This  commemorative  publication  was  produced  for 
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Residential  Mortgage  Brokers 

VERMONT'S  LARGEST  LICENSED  MORTGAGE  BROKER! 

We  specialize  in  home  mortgages.  It  is  our  only  business,  and  that  allows  us  to  give  you 
the  personal  attention  to  custom  tailor  a  loan  to  meet  your  financial  situation.  As  a  focused 
mortgage  broker,  we  are  able  to  provide  you  with  the  lowest  rates  available. 

FREE  Pre-Qualification  Purchase  or  refinance 

FREE  Pre-Approval  -  fasU  NO-INCOME  -  No-ratio  programs  available. 

Efficient  courteous,  professional  service. 
P.O.  Box  2248, 54  Highland  Avenue  •  Manchester,  VT  05255  •  Call  Rick  Burgess 

TOLL  FREE  888-442-4212  •  802-366-9148  •  FAX  802-362-9141 
"WE  ARE  THE  BEST  AT  WHAT  WE  D0'\ 
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Message  from  the 
Chairman 

On  behalf  of  the  Hildene  Trustees  and  Advisors,  I 
sincerely  thank  the  sponsors  and  all  who  have  support- 
ed Hildene  through  its  first  25  years. 

You  have  willingly  given  of  your  time  and 
resources  to  make  the  Hildene  dream  a  reality.  Your 
participation  does  much  to  ensure  the  continued  exis- 
tence of  Hildene,  and  the  preservation  of  this  412  acre 
estate.  Your  patronage  also  helps  to  maintain  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  landmarks  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Hildene's  value  to  the  community,  financially,  edu- 
cationally, culturally,  socially,  and  esthetically,  is 
immeasurable.  Each  of  you  has  played  an  essential 
part 

In  perpetuating  the  vision  of  this  historical  home, 
we  celebrate  your  involvement  and  the  heartfelt  thanks 
of  a  grateful  institution  is  extended  to  you. 


Nathaniel  A.  Boone 
Chairman 

Our  Gold  Sponsors  for  our 
25th  anniversary  year 
are: 

r,k.  Miles 

The  Vermont  Country 
Store 

The  Equinox  Hotel 


AND  THE 

MOUNTAINS 

VERMONT 

REGIONAL  CHAMBEB  OF  COMAlEfiCE 


Your  friends  at 
the  Chamber 
salute  your 
contributions  to 
the  community  for 
the  past  25  years 


2  003 

Calendar 

FEBRUARY 

1  o  Hildene  Winter  History  Series  • 

Thursday  •  UVM  Professor  Melanie  Gustafson  examines 
the  impact  of  Garfield's  assassination.  7  to  8: 15  PM,  Burr 
&  Burton  Riley  Center.  Call  for  details. 

2  5th  Anniversary  Event 

1  7  Full  Moon  Skating  •  Monday  •  Celebrate  at 
the  Equinox  Golf  Course  Pond  with  an  old-fashioned 
skating  party.  5:00  PM  to  8:00  PM.  Hot  cider  and  hot 
dogs.  Call  for  details. 

MARCH 

1  o  Hildene  Winter  History  Series  • 

Thursday  •  Local  historian  Bill  Badger  &  the  history  of 
the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Company.  7  to  8: 1 5  PM,  Burr  & 
Burton  Riley  Center.  Call  for  details. 

APRIL 

1  (J  Hildene  Winter  History  Series  •  Thursday 

•  UVM  professor  Dona  Brown  speaks  on  the  impact  of 
McKinley's  assassination.  7  to  8:15  PM,  Burr  &  Burton 
Riley  Center.  Call  for  details. 

MAY 

o  Hildene  Winter  History  Series  •  Thursday  • 

Retired  UVM  professor  Samuel  Hand  talks  about  his 
book,  'The  Star  That  Set".  7  to  8:15  PM,  Burr  &  Burton 
Riley  Center.  Call  for  details. 

9,     10,&    11    20th  Annual  Hildene 

Needlework  Show  •  Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  • 
Quilters,  knitters,  rug  makers,  needle-pointers  cross-stitch- 
ers work  displayed  throughout  the  house.  Boutique  fea- 
tures supplies,  kits  &  finished  items.  Preview  reception 
Thursday,  May  8,  5:00  to  7:00  PM.  Reception  admission 
$12.  Show  hours  10  AM  to  4  PM.  Show  admission  $8. 
Additional  Gold  Sponsor:  Manchester  Woodcraft 

12   -   Oct.    31    Hildene's  25th  Tour 

Season  •  Monday  •  Seven  days  a  week,  including  hol- 
idays. Tours  every  half  hour  9:30  AM  to  4:00  PM. 
Admission  $10  for  adults,  $4  for  children  ages  6  to  14. 
Members  free. 

JUNE 

o  Vermont  Day  at  Hildene  •  Sunday  •  niidene 

celebrates  Vermont.  House  and  grounds  open  to  all  at 
reduced  rate  of  $5  per  person.  Children  under  15  free. 

9  -  July   1 3  Hildene's  Celebration  of 

Peonies  •  Monday  -  Sunday  •  Visit  the  gardens.  Find 
artists  capturing  the  beauty  of  the  peonies. 
Demonstrations  of  artist's  techniques,  lecture  by  Gordon 
Hayward,  &  cooking  of  traditional  foods.  $ lO  Artist  Pass 
covers  four  weeks.  Call  for  details. 

1 4  &  1 5  Hildene  Antique  &  Classic  Car 

Show  •  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  1 7th  annual  show  will  be 
held  on  our  Meadowlands  8:00  AM  to  4:00  PM.  This  year 
featuring  Cadillac  automobiles.  Antique  and  classic  cars 
and  vintage  trucks  on  display.  Flea  market,  "Car  Corral", 
toy  car  show,  parade,  food  vendors.  Car  pre-registration 
fee  $8.  Day  of  show  registration  $15.  Spectator  admis- 
sion $6. 

1 5  Hildene  Garden  Party  •  Sunday  • 

Enchanting  evening,  sumptuous  hors  d'oeuvres,  &  music 
in  Hildene's  spectacular  gardens  filled  with  1 ,000 
peonies.  6:00  to  8:00  PM.     Reservations  required. 
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Admission  cinarged.  Reduced  admission  for  members. 
Additional  Gold  Sponsor:  Factory  Point  National  Bani< 

19  Gordon  Hayward  •  Thursday  •  Coffee  & 
dessert  with  Gordon  Hayward's  slide  presentation  on  his 
new  book,  "Your  House,  Your  Garden",  7  -  8:30  PM.  6:30 
PM  for  a  preview  of  his  work  in  Hildene's  Cutting  &  Kitchen 
Gardens.  Booksigning  to  follow.  Admission  $  1 0/Members 
$5/Early  Registration  Non-members  $8 

28  Polo  in  Shaftsbury  &  on  Hildene's 

MeadOWlandS  •  Saturday  •  Game  l  at  lO  AM  in 
Shaftsbury,  Game  2  at  2  PM  on  the  Meadowlands.  Call  for 
details. 

29  Children's  Day  •  Sunday  •  FuII  day  of  activities 
planned  for  children  and  their  families.  10:00  AM  to  4:00 
PM  Activities  at  the  Schoolhouse,  arts  and  crafts,  kids' 
parade,  house  tour,  and  more.  Children  $5.  Adults 
accompanying  children  free. 

JULY 

2  Vermont  Symphony  Orchestra, 
Picnicking  &  Pops  Concert  •  Wednesday  •  The 

VSO  presents  a  concert  of  traditional  pops  and  light  clas- 
sics on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  at  7:30  PM.  Fireworks 
complete  the  evening.  Phone  i  (800)  VSO-9293  for  prices. 
Proceeds  benefit  the  VSO. 

15  Washington  County  Band  Concert  • 

Tuesday  •  Variety  of  pop  and  old  favorites  return  to 
Hildene's  main  house.  Annual  gift  thanking  the  communi- 
ty for  supporting  Hildene.  Gates  open  for  picnicking  at 
5:30  PM.  Free  concert  at  7:00  PM. 

19   Polo  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  • 

Saturday  •  Game  i  at  10:00  AM,  Game  2  at  2:00  PM.  Call 
for  details. 

25tli  Anniversary  Event 

28  Birthday  Party  •  Monday  •  Bring  the  kids. 
Celebrate  Hildene's  25th  birthday  with  our  farm  animals. 
Enjoy  a  free  Wilcox  Ice  Cream  cone.  Get  free  grounds 
pass  at  Visitors'  Center. 

AUGUST 

1 ,  2 ,  &3  Southern  Vermont  Art  &  Craft 

Festival  •  Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  24th  annual  art 
&  fine  craft  fair.  One-of-a-kind  and  limited  edition  works 
displayed  under  tents  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands.  Craft 
demonstrations  and  great  food  in  this  beautiful  setting. 
Friday  &  Sunday  1 0:00  AM  to  5:00  PM,  Saturday  1 0:00  AM 
to  6:00  PM.  Admission  $7.  Members  admitted  free  on 
Friday.  A  Craftproducers  Markets,  Inc.  production. 

1 3  Robert  D.  Thum  Memorial  Concert  • 

Wednesday  •  Featuring  Wood's  Tea  Company,  known  for 
a  hearty  blend  of  Maritime,  American  &  Celtic  folk  music. 
Concert  held  at  the  main  house,  rain  or  shine.  Gift  to  com- 
munity for  support  of  Hildene.  Grounds  open  at  5:30  PM 
for  picnicking,  free  concert  at  6:30  PM. 

16  Polo  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  • 

Saturday  •  Match  starts  at  2:00  PM.  Call  for  details. 

2  1  Artist  in  the  Garden  Exhibit  •  Thursday  • 

Artwork  from  the  Celebration  of  Peonies  2002  &  2003,  is 
on  display.  Opening  reception  Aug.  2 1 ,  5:30  -  7:30  PM. 
Meet  the  artists  and  enjoy  light  refreshments.  FREE 

29  Polo  in  Shaftsbury  •  Friday  •  Match  starts  at 
5:00  PM.  Call  for  details. 

30  Polo  Black  &  Blue  Gala  •  Saturday  • 
Celebratory  dance  held  at  the  Equinox  Hotel.  8:00  PM. 
Call  for  reservations  and  information. 


30     &     31      Polo    on  Hildene's 

Meadowlands  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Match  starts  at 
2:00  PM  Saturday  and  10:00  AM  and  2:00  PM  Sunday. 
Call  for  details. 

SEPTEMBER 
2  5th  Anniversary  Event 

20  &  2  1  Civil  War  Encampment  •  Saturday 

&  Sunday  •  Wander  through  Civil  War  encampments  and 
watch  period  battle  re-enactments  at  2  PM  each  day. 
Family  fun  and  entertaining  education!  Grounds  open  at 
9:30  AM.  Saturday  events  -  Canon  Firing  Demo  -  6  PM, 
Civil  War  Historian  Reading  -  6:30  PM,  Book  Signing  and 
Candlelight  Encampment  Tours  -  7:30  PM.  Admission  $5. 
Members  free.  Additional  Gold  Sponsor:  Factory  Point 
National  Bank 

27  Hildene  Fall  Antiques  Show  •  Saturday  • 

Antique  dealers  and  recognized  experts  from  the  north- 
east bring  their  antiques  and  collectibles  to  the 
Meadowlands  from  10:00  AM  to  4:00  PM.  Admission 
charged.  Early  buyers  from  8  AM  to  10  AM  at  premium 
admission  fee.  A  Forbes  and  JLirner  production. 

^    ^  ^  ^  OCTOBER 

3,  4  &  5  Hildene  Foliage  Art  &  Craft 

Festival  •  Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Heated  tents 
house  200  booths  of  art,  craft  and  specialty  food  products 
at  this  annual  event.  Craft  demonstrations,  music  and 
delicious  food  draw  aficionados  to  this  celebration  of 
handcrafted  creativity.  Hours  are  from  1 0:00  AM  to  6:00 
PM.  Admission  $7.  Children  under  16  free.  Members 
free  on  Friday.  A  Craftproducers  Markets.  Inc.  production. 

1  1  &  1 2  Hildene  Farm,  Food  &  Folk  Art 

Fair  •  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Farmer's  Market,  farm 
exhibits,  demonstrations,  Oscar  Johnson  Jr.  horse  and  ox 
pulls,  Dan  Jenks  memorial  tractor  pull,  pony  rides,  farm 
animals  &  folk  art.  Country  fair  with  variety  of  foods,  enter- 
tainment, family  fun.  Visit  Hildene's  1832  schoolhousel 
lO  AM  to  5  PM.  Admission  charged.  Additional  Gold 
Sponsor:  Factory  Point  National  Bank 

NOVEMBER 

28,  29  &  30  Holidays  At  Hildene  • 

Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Visitors  enjoy  a  Hildene 
Holiday  Openhouse  with  self-guided  tours  through  the 
mansion  decorated  for  the  festivities.  $io/Adult, 
$4/Children  under  14.  10:00  AM  to  3:00  PM.  Members 
Free.  Additional  Gold  Sponsor:  Factory  Point  National 
Bank 

DECEMBER 
6  &  7,  13  &  14,  20  &  21  Holidays 

at  Hildene  Continues  •  Saturday  &  Sunday  • 
Visitors  enjoy  a  Hildene  Holiday  Openhouse  with  self- 
guided  tours  through  the  mansion  decorated  for  the  fes- 
tivities. SlO/Adult,  $4/Children  under  14.  Saturdays:  4:00 
PM  to  8:00  PM.  Sundays:  1 0:00  AM  to  3:00  PM.  Members 
Free.  Add'l  Gold  Sponsor:  Factory  Point  National  Bank 

27  &  28  Holidays  at  Hildene  Candlelight 

Tours  •  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Enjoy  hot  mulled  cider 
and  a  horse  drawn  wagon  ride  to  the  Lincoln  home. 
Ti'aditional  holiday  decorations,  organ  music,  candlelight 
and  cracking  fires  in  fireplaces.  $15/Adult.  $6/Children 
under  14.  4:00  PM  to  8:30  PM.  No  Reservations. 
Members  Free.  Additional  Gold  Sponsor:  Factory  Point 
National  Bank 

Group  Tours  •  January  to  April  •  House  tours 
for  groups  of  10  or  more  by  appointment.  Please 
call  for  information. 
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Breakfast  &  Lunch 
All  Natural,  Homemade,  Fresh  Bread 
Paula  Sweeney  ■  Ken  Farrell 

562-2544   Union  Street,  Manchester  Village 


The  early  years  ... 

By  Don  Keelan 

It  is  difficult  to  find  the  words  that  in  any  way 
could  capture  the  struggle  by  those  few  people 
who  saved  Hildene. 

In  1976,  the  First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist 
had  given  local  residents  of  Manchester,  Vermont 
ninety  days  to  come  up  with  a  plan  to  purchase 
Hildene  before  offering  it  to  other  buyers. 

The  edict,  masked  as  a  challenge,  was  given 
to  a  small  group  of  Manchester,  Vermont  resi- 
dents by  Mr.  Carl  Rechner,  a  real  estate  consult- 
ant for  The  First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist,  more 
commonly  known  as  the  Christian  Science 
Church.  The  peril,  so  clearly  articulated  by 
Rechner  at  the  meeting  in  the  Manchester  Town 
Hall,  would  soon  become  the  Friends  of 
Hildene's  call  to  action. 

Had  Peggy  Beckwith  executed  her  revised 
Will,  dated  February  2,  1974,  the  distribution  and 
the  legatees  would  have  been  different.  But  she 
didn't  sign  it.  Instead,  a  few  courageous  souls 
took  up  the  challenge  to  save  Hildene.  How 
much  richer  they  have  become  for  their  work! 
How  rich  we  all  are  today  for  the  work  the 
Friends  of  Hildene  undertook  on  that  summer 
night  in  July  of  1976!  We  are  all  a  great  deal  rich- 
er than  the  simple  number  shown  on  the  estate's 
final  accounting  statement.  The  fact  is,  Hildene's 
value  today  cannot  be  quantified. 

President  Theodore  Roosevelt  once  said,  "Far 
better  it  is  to  dare  mighty  things,  to  win  glorious 
triumphs,  even  though  checkered  by  failure,  than 
to  take  rank  with  those  poor  spirits,  who  neither 
enjoy  nor  suffer  much,  because  they  live  in  the 
gray  twilight  that  knows  not  victory  nor  defeat." 


MANCHESTER 
ENGINE  WORKS 

Complete  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Auto  Repair  and  Service 

Earopeaa  Aalos  Are  Our  Specialty 

Tune-t_Ips  •  Oii  Changes 
Expert  Air  Conditioning  Ser\'ice 

and  AJI  Wheel  AJignment   ^ 

t 

•Collision  «Bid  Painting  SpaciaSsts 
•  WindsWelt)  and  Glass  R^ceinant 
'^^S'>iw     •  Import  antlDomasacVehictes 
^^^1*^        •  Fi^  Estimates 

24  HOUR  TOWING  &  ROAD  SERVICE 

362-2605  1 

On  Historic  Route  7A.  next  to  Manchester  Engine  Works  > 

Ric  7,  North  of  Manchester  Center 

®  802-362-4550  S 
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The  hobby  room,  before  ... 


...  and  after 


Friends  of  Hildene's  First  24  Years 


Edited  By  Naomi  Southwick 

reprinted  from  Hildene's 
Winter  2002  Newsletter 

As  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  prepares  to  celebrate  its 
25th  Anniversary  in  2003,  we  take  this  opportunity  to 
remember  our  first  24  years  of  existence.  The  following 
timeline  takes  us  from  1975  through  24  years  of  amazing 
accomplishments.  Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  helped  achieve 
our  success. 

1975 

Peggy  Beckwith,  granddaughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
Harlan  Lincoln,  dies  on  July  10,  leaving  entire  Hildene 
estate  to  Christian  Science  Church 

1976 

Friends  of  Hildene  incorporated  and  holds  first  meet- 
ing on  August  23 

1978 

After  months  of  negotiations  with  the  Church  and  sev- 
eral near  breakdowns,  the  Friends  of  Hildene  successfully 
gains  ownership  of  412  acres  and  27  buildings  on  July  28 
Main  House  opens  for  pre-restoration  tours  in  fall;  1,300 
visitors  tour  house 

Advisory  board  established 

First  nature  trail  opens 

1979 

Restoration  of  house  begins  in  spring 
Carriage  barn  converted  to  visitors  center 
Grand  opening  to  public  on  July  4  (75  years  after  con- 
struction began  on  Hildene) 

Board  of  Trustees  grows  from  9  to  15  members 
Winter  carnival  held  in  February  celebrating  Abraham 
Lincoln's  birthday 

Nature  trails  expanded,  first  cross  country  ski  trail 
opens 


1980 

Aeolian  pipe  organ  restored  in  May 
28,067  Tourists  visit  Hildene 
First  Garden  Party  held 
First  Hildene  Fall  Auction 
Manchester  Horse  Show  moves  to  Hildene 
Number  of  volunteers  grows  to  78 
Flower  Committee  begins  putting  fresh  flowers  in 
main  house 

1981 

Tour  Attendance  rises  to  31,039 
6,670  visitors  attend  special  events 
Garden  restoration  begins 
Cross-country  ski  trails  expanded 
Gazebo  reconstructed 
Initial  restoration  of  schoolhouse 
First  Candlelight  tours 

"Robert  and  Mary  Schmid  Woodland  Preserve" 
named 

Focus  turns  to  education  and  Hildene  as  a  cultural 
resource 

continued.,. 


The  Lighting  Place 


5008  Historic  Main  St., 
Manchester  Center,  VT 
(802)  362-2077  -  or  -  (800)  799-0891 

Ma|or  Credit  Cards    Fax:  (802)  362-2023 
Southern  Vermont's  Most  Extensive  collection  of 
lighting  ftxturts,  chandeliers,  lamps,  and  shades 
lamp  Repairs  2,000  Ump  Shades 


www  thelightingplace  com  ■  email:  info(5)thelightingpIace.com 

Daily  10-5  ■  Sunday  1-5  •  Happy  To  Ship  ^! 
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...  timeline 


1982 


Events  include  VSO  concert,  3  Horse  Shows,  4  Polo 

Matches,  Revolutionary  War  Re-enactment,  and  Antiques 

Festival 

First  Needlework  Show  held 

VIP  Suite  is  completed  in  the  Main  House 

Professional  recording  of  Aeolian  organ  produced 

!      The  cookbook  "Hildene  Hospitality:  Then  and  Now" 

is  printed 

The  "old  farm  wagon"  becomes  part  of  tour  operation 

Snack  bar  opened 

Entrance  gate  restored 

26,170  people  visit  Main  House 

New  Gift  Shop  established 

Tall  Case  Clock  returned  to  Hildene  by  Robert 
Lincoln  Beckwith-last  direct  descendant  of  Abraham  & 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln 

1983 

First  Manchester  Village  House  Walk 

Number  of  volunteers  grows  to  130 

Capital  improvements  addressed  include  major  electri- 
cal job  in  the  Carriage  Barn,  road  and  parking  lot  improve- 
ments, work  to  exterior  of  Main  House  and  Portico,  new 
well  drilled  and  septic  tank  installed  at  south  farmhouse 
Endowment  Fund  established 

Mrs.  Lincoln's  bedroom  and  the  Children's  Room 


Dorset  Village  Cottage 


Superb  design  &  craftsmanship  finely  tuned  this  3  br  Dorset  village  cottage 
Gourmet  kit  w  48°  Viking  w/  pot  filler.. .Subzero. ..wine  cabinet...  marble  counter 
tops.. .wall  mounted  fixtures  kit  &  in  marble  baths...  Lovely  hrdwd  firs  through 
out.. .Open  liv  rm/dining  w/  VT  slate  patio  beyond  family  rm...Mud  rm... Heated 
workshop  &  2  bay  garage... 


Exclusive  $  395,000 


Manchester  Village  Victorian 

Listed  on  the  "National  Register  of  Historic  Places",  this  charming  Victorian  home  is 
located  in  historic  Manchester  Village.  This  restored  home  has  a  curved  main  staircase,  6 
bedroom,  5.5  baths,  2  Jacuzzi  bathtubs,  steam  shower,  3  fireplaces,  country  kitchen  with 
modern  conveniences,  formal  dining  room,  butler's  pantry,  breakfast  room,  formal  parlor, 
library,  family  room,  perennial  gardens,  wrap-around  porch,  playhouse  and  a  2-story 
carriage  bar.  Walk  to  Equinox  Hotel...  Golf...  Hiking...  Tennis...  Close  to  all  amenities... 
One  of  Southern  Vermont's  most  desirable  neighborhoods... 

Please  call  for  Details 


Josiah  Allen  Real  Estate  J 


I  isir  <.Hir  wci5  sstet  www.josiahallen.com 
Route  30,  Dorset.  VtTmunr  0525! 
I802t  867-5555  •  ;a.v:  (802)  867-571,5  -  c-.m!t!;  losiati^sover.ntt 


MLS 


restored  with  "Hildene"  and  "Cythera"  papers,  reproduced 
by  Schumacher,  Inc.,  from  papers  found  in  Hildene  attic 
Dining  room  wall  covering,  damaged  by  water  leak, 
restored  by  hand  by  volunteers 

1984 

Restoration  of  1832  Schoolhouse  is  completed 

Restoration  begins  on  1908  observatory 

Pavilion  added  to  Carriage  Barn 

Two  new  furnaces  installed  in  Main  House 

Van  purchased  to  transport  people  from  the  Visitors' 
Center  to  the  Main  House 

Balustrade  around  terrace  completely  reconstructed 

Improvements  started  in  courtyard 

Tent  purchased  to  use  over  terrace 

New  primary  source  of  power,  including  transformer, 
established  at  the  Meadowlands 

Restoration  of  first  floor  of  house  completed 

First  Needlework  Show  held 
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1985 

46,000  people  tour  Main  House 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln  Beckwith  dies  December  24  in 
Saluda,  VA 

Observatory  restoration  complete  and  open  to  public 

1986 

First  Lincoln  Symposium  held  July  24-25 

National  Advisory  Council  appointed 

10th  Anniversary  Celebration  commemorating  recog- 
nition of  Friends  of  Hildene  August  23 

Second  floor  sitting  room  and  Mrs.  Lincoln's  1874 
rosewood  piano  restored 

1987 

First  Car  Show  held  in  July 
41,283  visitors  tour  Main  House 
First  dried  flower  show  held 
Hildene's  first  curator  appointed 

1988 

Reenactment  of  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address  to  cele- 
brate the  125th 

Anniversary  of  the  event  held  August  20  &  21 


1989 

49,232  visitors  tour  Main  House 

1990 

Hildene  commemorates  125th  anniversary  of  President 
Lincoln's  assassination  by  presenting  the  stage  production 
"Blood  on  the  Moon"  in  April 

Jessie  Lincoln  Randolph's  1928  Franklin  Roadster 
placed  on  loan  to  Hildene 

1992 

Vintage  fashion  exhibit  first  appears  at  Hildene 
President  Lincoln  Birthday  Cross  Country  Ski 
Bonanza  is  held 

51,342  visitors  tour  Main  House 

First  Robert  D.  Thum  Memorial  Concert  held 

1993 

Celebration  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  150th  birthday 
held  during  Lincoln  Family  Symposium  with  the  theme 
"From  Log  Cabin  to  Hildene" 

Cutting  &  Kitchen  Garden  restoration  begins 
Translation  of  house  tour  into  booklets  in  French, 
German  and  Spanish 


continued  ... 


and 

OC^C,'\OY\0 


New  Owner  &  New  Mancliester  Location: 

ElizaLetK  TTitus 

By  appointment 

802.362.4500 

275  Bonnet  Street     Man.lie<ler  Clr,  VX  (1515. 
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1994 

Snowshoeing  and  children's  sleds  are  added  to  cross 
country  ski  center 

1995  / 

First  Farm,  Food,  and  Folk  Art  Fair  is  held 
Hildene  purchases  Jessie  Lincoln  Randolph's  Franklin 
Roadster 

First  Foliage  Antique  festival  held 

1997 

Hildene  featured  on  A&E  TV  program  "America's 
Castles" 


^Vlmo  or  mm 

'TTTTTTTT 

1 1 1 1 1 F  Fine,  Handcrafted  Gold  &  Silver  Jewelry 

nUKTTOBB  LINCOLN  WOMLB 

mm  Lowh  snofFim  mm 

180  Elm  St.  (up  the  block  from  Al  Ducci's),  Manchester  Ctr,  VT 
Wednesday-Sunday:  11-5  or  by  appointment  •  802  362-0965 

See  our  other  exhibit  at  the  Artists'  Guild  of  Manchester  Routes  11  &  30 


1998 

20th  Anniversary  of  Friends  of  Hildene  obtaining  own- 
ership of  estate  celebrated  with  a  community  celebration 
on  the  Hildene  Meadowlands  and  dinner  on  terrace  for 
present  and  former  trustees,  advisors,  charter  members 
and  staff 

Third  Lincoln  Symposium  held 

Visitor's  Center  roof  replaced 

Hildene  web  site  established 

1999 

Historic  Hildene  Cookbook  published 
First  Thanksgiving  Weekend  Open  House 

2000 

First  Celebration  of  Peonies  is  held 

2001 

Oscar  Johnson's  90th  birthday  celebration  held  at 
Hildene 

Fourth  Lincoln  Symposium  is  held 
First  History  and  Nature  Camps  held 

2002 

Farm  animals  reintroduced  to  Hildene 
Observatory  and  telescope  restoration  completed,  tele- 
scope put  to  use  with  astronomy  seminar  for  teachers 
Volunteers  grow  to  353 
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The  next  25  years 

By  Seth  Bongartz 

Over  the  course  of  the  next  25  years,  Hildene  will 
become  a  more  multi-faceted  institution;  along  with  the 
mansion,  and  gardens,  enjoyment  of  our  412  acres  of  land 
will  be  an  integral  element  of  the  Hildene  experience. 

Visitors  will  renew  their  acquaintance  with  the  Lincoln 
family  through  a  combination  of  guided  and  self-guided 
tours,  enhanced  programs  and  intellectual,  cultural  and 
scholarly  engagement.  Visitors  will  also  learn  about  some 
of  the  Lincoln  family  interests  both  as  those  interests  (such 
as  agriculture,  the  natural  world,  astronomy,  and  even 
public  pohcy)  were  practiced  at  the  turn  of  the  century  and 
as  they  are  best  practiced  today. 

Hildene  will  strive  to  educate  visitors,  residents  and 
scholars  about  the  lasting  principles  and  practices  our  for- 
bearers  helped  to  foster  and  to  develop,  and  to  explore  the 
relevance  of  those  principles  and  practices  to  the  21st  cen- 
tury. Thus,  a  visitor  who  has  taken  advantage  of  what 
Hildene  has  to  offer  will  leave  with  a  grounding  in  one  or 
more  areas  fully  applicable  to  understanding  that  area  in 
the  21st  century.  Hildene  will  always  remain  true  to  its 
roots  as  an  important  community  institution  helping  to 
create  a  positive  impact  on  the  area  the  Lincoln  family 
called  home.  The  visitor  will  also  leave  with  the  under- 
standing that  there  is  more  to  be  gained  by  additional  vis- 
its to  Hildene! 


Warm  wishes  to  the 
%taff  and  volunteers  of 
Hildene  on  your  25*^ 
anniversary! 

Your  dedication  enriches  the 
community  for  all  of  us. 


^UINOX  ^RRACE 

ELEGANT  ASSISTED  UVING 

ESTABLISHED  IN  1  987 


Carol  Wright,  R.N.,  Administrator 
802-362-5141 
www.equinoxterrace.com 


jo/t  you/t  25  QJea/(2  oj 
Community  ^ni/o^i/ement 


DORR  OIL  CO. 

Route  30,  Manchester  Ctr. 
362-1950 
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The  Lincoln  Women 


by  C.J.  King 

In  February  of  1962,  Mary 
Lincoln  "Peggy"  Beckwith  told  a 
reporter  that,  "It  always  pro- 
vokes me  when  people  stare  and 
say,  'There's  Lincoln's  great- 
granddaughter.'  It's  just  my  luck 
he  was  related  to  me." 

The  Lincoln  women  lived 
not  only  in  the  shadow  of 
Lincoln,  but  also  in  the  shadow 
of  expectations  about  what  a 


woman  should  be.  And  yet,  col- 
lectively, they  lived  through  a 
period  of  great  change  in 
women's  lives. 

Mary  Harlan  Lincoln, 
Peggy's  grandmother,  and 
daughter  of  Iowa  Senator  James 
Harlan,  was  born  in  1846,  so  she 
was  a  teenager  during  the  Civil 
War.  History  tends  to  paint  the 
women  of  this  era  in  pale  colors, 
as  if  they  sat  on  the  sidelines  and 


watched,  but  Mary  Harlan's 
mother  certainly  did  not.  Ann 
Eliza  Harlan  worked  hard 
organizing  Sanitary  Fairs,  a  fore- 
runner of  the  Red  Cross  that 
helped  provide  medical  and  food 
supplies  to  soldiers.  And  she 
pulled  rank  over  a  general  and  a 
governor,  getting  permission 
from  the  Secretary  of  War's  to 
commandeer  a  boat  and  retrieve 
wounded  soldiers  from  an  off- 
limits  battlefield. 

Mary  Harlan  Lincoki  inher- 
ited that  independent  spirit  and 
cared  not  years  later  when  the 
trustees  of  Iowa  Wesleyan 
College  forbid  her  to  hold  a 
party  for  her  daughters  that 
offered  dancing.  Her  father  had 
helped  found  the  college,  and  his 
home,  where  the  party  was  to  be 
held,  was  across  the  street  from 
campus.  The  Wesleyans  believed 
that  dancing  was  the  devil's 
invention,  and  they  forbid  their 
students  from  attending.  But 
Mary  wouldn't  bow  to  this  pres- 
sure. Her  decision  caused  a 
minor  scandal  in  town.  One 
young  woman  from  the  college 
was  suspended  for  attending  the 
party,  and  the  story  made  the 
front  page  of  the  paper,  with  the 


editor  publicly  criticizing  her. 

Both  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln 
and  her  oldest  daughter,  Mary 
Lincoln  Isham,  were  brave 
enough  to  be  among  the  first  to 
join  the  Christian  Science 
Church,  Isham  in  18??  and  her 
mother  in  18??.  They  did  not 
record  their  reasons  for  joining, 
and  each  had  chronic  health 
issues,  but  perhaps  they  were 
also  inspired  by  the  fact  that  a 
woman  had  founded  the  church, 
and  by  the  church's  tenet  that 
each  person  has  a  great  reserve 
of  personal  power  that  can  be 
channeled  toward  healing  one- 
self —  a  radical  departure  from 
traditions  that  focus  on  power 
channeled  through  a  minister. 

Mary  Harlan  Lincoln's 
youngest  daughter,  Jessie,  cer- 
tainly had  a  mind  of  her  own. 
She  was  artistic,  with  a  flair  for 
design,  which  she  applied  to  the 
several  homes  she  owned  during 
her  lifetime.  Her  most  dramatic 
act  of  independence  was  her 
elopement  to  an  Iowa  Wesleyan 
College  student.  Warren 
Beckwith,  despite  her  father's 
concerted  efforts  to  keep  the  two 
apart.  Altogether,  she  married 
three  times.  Her  first  two  hus- 


We  offer  old- 
fashioned  services 
with  up-to-date 
coverage. 


BRIGGS-FOWLER 

Insurance  Agency 
362-1225 

Mon-Fri  8:30-4:30  /  Sat  &  Evenings  by  appt. 
www,  briggsfowler.  com 


Sales  •  Parts  •  Service  •  Accessories 
Family  Owned  &  Operated 


BattenkiliRV&  Auto  Center 

4716  Route  7A,  Arlington,  VT  05250 

802-375-9661 


^^aple  Leaf 


Hornei:\kation  Rentals,  inc. 

Ser\'ice  that's  imf  there  whea  yoti  neecl  it 


Let  us  assist  you  in  renting  your  condo  or  home. 
Call  for  reliable,  professional  service. ..always! 
802.236.2029 


wwwmapleleafrentals.com 

Box  494  Manchester,  VT  05255  email:  brian@mapleleafrentals.com 
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bands  were  adventurers,  often 
gone  from  home.  Beckwith 
reportedly  toured  as  a  pro  base- 
ball player  and  also  may  have 
spent  time  ranching  out  West. 
Her  second  husband  worked  for 
National  Geographic.  These  two 
choices  afforded  her  quite  a  bit 
of  independence. 

Peggy  Beckwith,  her  daugh- 
ter, is  the  best-known  female 
Lincoln  descendant,  partly 
because  there  are  so  many  more 
records  and  first-hand  accounts 
of  her  life  available.  Women 
gained  the  right  to  vote  in  1920, 
when  Peggy  was  22,  so  she  was 
old  enough  to  see  both  back- 
wards and  forward  from  this 
watershed  event  in  women's 
lives.  With  suffrage,  attitudes 
didn't  change  immediately.  In 
fact,  in  the  years  immediately 
following  1920,  women  didn't 
come  out  in  droves  to  vote,  and 
membership  m  feminist  organi- 
zations actually  dropped  dra- 
matically. 

But  real  change  was  hap- 
pening inch  by  inch.  It  was  hap- 
pening in  the  lives  of  women 
who  weren't  ruled  by  others' 
expectations.  Peggy  Beckwith 
was  one  of  those  women.  She 


made  up  her  own  mind,  and  she 
had  an  iron  will.  She  never  mar- 
ried, and  at  Hildene,  she  was 
definitely  in  charge.  She  ran  first 
a  dairy  farm,  then  a  cattle  farm 
there.  One  of  her  workers  asked 
about  the  chain  of  command, 
and  she  answered,  "I  am  the 
boss.  You  ask  me." 

She  made  her  own  maple 
syrup.  She  drove  tractors  and 
fast  cars.  She  was  one  of  the  first 
women  anywhere  to  become  a 
pUot,  in  the  early  1930s.  She 
painted  pictures  and  played  the 
guitar.  She  also  had  a  generous 
spirit,  and  she  cared  about  her 
country  and  her  community.  She 
taught  first  aid  for  the  Red  Cross 
and  planted  a  victory  garden 
during  World  War  II.  She  con- 
stantly made  contributions  to 
individuals  and  organizations  in 
need.  She  helped  organize  local 
4-H  horse  shows  and  paid  for 
the  children  to  attend  cultural 
events. 

All  of  the  Lincobi  women 
lived  through  a  time  of  great 
change  in  public  expectations 
about  what  women  could  do.  By 
their  actions  and  their  independ- 
ent spirits,  they  all  helped 
advance  that  cause. 


Volunteerism  at  Hildene 

By  Beth  Ann  Meachem 

Hildene,  today,  represents  25  years  of  volunteer  effort  from 
community  members  in  and  around  the  Manchester,  Vermont 
area.  In  1975  the  historic  home  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  eldest  and 
only  surviving  son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  was  at  risk  of  being  torn 
down  and  sold  off  to  developers.  If  it  had  not  been  for  a  neigh- 
boring landowner,  Oscar  Johnson,  who  was  convinced  that 
Hildene  was  worth  saving  and  his  commitment  to  rallying  mem- 
bers of  the  community  to  support  his  belief  of  the  value  of  this 
8,000  square  foot  georgian  revival  style  home,  the  history  of  the 
Lincoln  descendants,  and  412  acres  of  land,  Hildene  would  not 
be  in  existence  today.  These  first  volunteers  with  the  energy  and 
guidance  of  Oscar  Johnson  raised  the  money  to  save  Hildene. 

Today  there  are  over  300  volunteers  who  donate  their  time  to 
the  maintenance  and  growth  of  Hildene  and  the  perpetuation  of 
Lincoln  lore.  The  volunteers  are  Hildene.  Without  their  love  and 
commitment  it  would  not  exist.  Visiting  Hildene  you  will  find  vol- 
unteers actively  giving  tours  through  the  home,  helping  with  spe- 
cial events  down  on  the  Meadowlands,  working  in  the  kitchen  and 
cutting  gardens,  in  the  basement  of  the  home  twice  a  week  creat- 
ing beautiful  floral  arrangements  which  are  in  many  rooms  of  the 
home  during  tour  season,  and  supporting  our  summer  camps  and 
school  house  activities  for  the  youth  in  our  communities. 

Hildene  is  a  volunteer  driven  organization  making  it  an 
unusual  treasure  here  in  Southern  Vermont.  Unlike  many  organi- 
zations Hildene's  volunteers  made  this  historic  home  possible  and 
it  is  the  continued  efforts  of  these  committed  individuals  who  will 
take  us  into  the  next  25  years. 


£)ring  Magic  To  A  Room 
W'tli  an  V  xcjuisttc  ["jandmadc 

Persian  CL^^^^ 

f^rom 

1  1  2  Wales  Street,  Kutland 

Open  I  1 :00  to  7:00 
~]~uesdat|  Through  f^ridaij 
or  ca  ilfor  an  appointment: 

Toll-free:  \-866-l6^-/ )!/ 


Congratulations  to 

Hildene 

FOR  25  YEARS 
OF  COMMUNITY  ENRICHMENT 


FROM  THE  PLAYERS,  PARENTS 
AND  COACHES  OF 

Equinox  Lacrosse 
Association 

Celebrating  OUR  10th  season 
AT  THE  Meadowlands 
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ROBERT  TODD  LINCOLN'S 


Comnrtemoratiue  Gift  Certificate 

celebrating 

Hikicne's  25th  Anniversary  Year 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  412  acre  estate  in  Manciiester»  Vermont 


This  certificate  entitles  the  bearer  to: 
$2.00  off  one  (1 )  Admission  to  the  House  Tour 
Valid  May  1 2  through  October  3 1 ,  2003 
(May  not  be  used  witti  any  other  promotions) 

For  more  Information  contact  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc. 
(802)  362-1 788,  www.hildene.org  or  PO  Box  377,  Manchester,  VT 

05254 


Hildene  23th  Anniversary 
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Ca/i/iiages  Jo/i  beddings  and  fiients 

^egi§tG/ied  ^ccfiG/ion  and  (^me/iican  ^a/im  ^foods  afuiays  ^o/i  safe. 

S^o/ise  Qiefiicfeg  Jo/i  Safe. 

Breeders  of  Percheron  and  American  Warm  Blood 

802-362-3885 

As  appeared  in  the  February,  1998  Town  &  Country  Magazine 
and  December  2001  Good  Housekeeping,  UK 
Visit  our  website  for  photos  at:  www.petticoatjunction.net 
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Dear  Friend, 

Hildene,  the  Lincoln  family  summer  home,  is  one  of  the 
Manchester  area's  finest  assets.  As  a  visitor  destination,  it  con- 
tributes to  the  health  of  the  area  economy.  As  a  volunteer  and 
membership  driven  organization,  it  contributes  significantly  to  our 
sense  of  community.  We  view  ourselves  first  and  foremost  as  a 
community  institution  and  as  such  we  need  as  many  members  of 
the  community  as  possible  to  become  members  of  the  Friends  of 
Hildene. 

In  recognition  of  our  25th  Year,  this  is  an  excellent  time  to  join.  We 
have  added  significantly  to  our  programs  in  ways  that  make  mem- 
bership even  more  attractive.  We  have  the  beginnings  of  a  work- 
ing farm,  enhanced  system  of  walking  trails  with  improved  signs, 
bridges  and  interpretive  materials,  expanded  summer  camp 
schedule,  weeklong  history  and  nature  camps,  and  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln's  original  astral  observatory  has  been  restored.  Without  the 
support  of  members  we  would  not  be  able  to  preserve  and  restore 
Hildene's  buildings  and  gardens,  bring  historical  and  environmen- 
tal education  programs  to  area  schools  and  the  community  as  a 
whole,  and  keep  412  acres  of  some  of  the  most  magnificent  land 
in  the  Manchester  area  free  of  development. 
We  believe  strongly  in  Hildene's  mission  and  role  in  the  communi- 
ty and  we  need  you  to  help  us  make  Hildene  a  place  for  families 
and  all  community  members  to  visit  often  during  the  year. 
We  value  our  members  and  work  to  provide  significant  member 
benefits  throughout  the  year  including: 

•  Unlimited  admission  to  the  Lincoln  family  home  and  grounds  dur- 
ing regular  tour  seasons, 

•  Free  or  reduced  admission  to  many  special  events,  including  our 
Candlelight  Tours,  the  Garden  Party  and  many  other  Vermont 
attractions, 

•  Free  enjoyment  of  our  walking  trails  and  farm, 

•  Free  cross-country  skiing, 

•  Free  newsletter  mailed  to  your  home  3  times  per  year, 

•  10%  gift  shop  and  on-line  bookstore  discount. 


We  need  you.  A  community  resource  needs  community  members. 
Becoming  a  member  of  the  Hildene  family  is  a  decision  you  will  be 
glad  about.  Please  use  the  membership  form  below  to  become  a 
Friend  of  Hildene.  Feel  free  to  contact  me  at  (802)  362-1788,  (802) 
362-1 564/Fax,  or  by  e-mail  at  naomi@hildene.org  with  any  ques- 
tions or  for  further  information  highlighting  member  benefits  at 
Hildene. 
Sincerely, 
Naomi  Southwick 

Director  of  Membership  and  Development 

r  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  ^ 

Name 


Address  

City  

Zip -I- 4  

Telepiione_ 
Email 


State 


All  memberships  are  for  one  year,  effective  the  month 
received  by  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  Memberships  are  tax 
deductible  to  the  extent  allowed  by  law. 

PLEASE  CHECK  ONE: 

 Individual  -  $50   Family  -  $75  (Includes  two  adults 

and  children  under  18)  Sustaining  -  $150  (2  Guest  Passes) 

Contributing  -  $250  (4  Guest  Passes)  Business  Member  - 

$150  (2  Guest  Passes)  Contributing  Business  -  $250  (4  guest 

passes) 

 I  am  enclosing  an  additional  contribution  $  

 I  would  like  Hildene  to  mail  me  materials  explaining  gift 

annuities,  donation  of  securities,  and  planned  giving. 

 Check  Enclosed   Credit  Card  (Most  major  cards 

accepted)  Card  #  Exp.  

Signature 


Please  fax  or  mail  to  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  PO  Box  377, 
Manchester,  VT  05254 


ROBERT  TODD  LINCOLN'S 


¥  A  wedding  at  Hildene  will 
be  a  day  to  remember. 
Located  in  the  scenic 
Vermont  village  of 
Manchester,  Hildene  is  a 
truly  unique  community 
attraction.  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  the  eldest  and  only 
surviving  son  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln,  built  the 
Georgian  Revival  style  sum- 
mer home  in  1904. 

Set  on  a  promontory,  the 
Hildene  grounds  offer  breath- 
taking views  of  the  valley 
below  and  the  mountains  to 
the  east  and  west  provide 


the  perfect  setting  for  your 
outdoor  wedding  ceremony. 
The  restored  formal  gardens 
to  the  rear  of  the  house  are  a 
beautiful  backdrop  for  a  cele- 
bration and  Hildene's  sea- 
sonal tent  provides  a  gra- 
cious setting  for  your  recep- 
tion. If  you  prefer  an  indoor 
affair,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's 
formal  dining  room  and  entry 
hall  with  its  grand  staircase, 
are  a  lovely  background  for 
your  intimate  wedding, 
rehearsal  dinner  and/or 
reception,  especially  when 
snow  falls  and  the  4 1 2  acres 


of  the  Hildene  estate 
become  a  winter  wonder- 
land. Hildene  hosts  a  num- 
ber of  special  excnts 
throughout  the  year  and  is 
also  available  for  private  use 
for  small  group  dinners  and 
corporate  receptions  Along 
with  Hildene's  [popular  lours 
and  events,  many  exciting 
new  programs  are  taking 
place  this  season. 
For  more  information  <iiKi  a 
calendar  visit  us  on  the  web 
at  www.hildene.org  or  con- 
tact us  at  802  362-1  7cSS. 


HILDENE  /    0:4 1^ 


PRELIMINARY  CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  2004  / 


JANUARY 

13  Hildene  Winter  History  Series  /  ^  -  w 
Tuesday  •  Tom  Visser,  head  of  UVM's  Historic  Preservation     /        q  ^AY ^   ^  ^l^>> 
Program,  slide  show  and  discussion  about  Vermont  barn  ver-                '^0         >  ^Oq^ 
nacular  and  its  evolution,  7  to  8:15  PM.  Northshire  Bookstore  FREE^^"^.,.^^^     ^'Oq  *v 
FEBRUARY  ^^J 
10  Hildene  Winter  History  Series 

Tuesday  •  Melanie  Gustafson,  UVM  Professor,  "The  Humanity  of  Theodore  Roosevelt:  The 
Poignant  Side  of  a  Strenuous  Life"  7  to  8  PM  Northshire  Bookstore  FREE 

14  Valentine's  Day  Wine  Dinner 

Saturday  •  Hildene  Mansion.  Elegant  catered  dinner  with  a  selection  of  exquisite  wines  specially  selected 
to  compliment  each  course.  Seating  is  limited  and  reservations  are  required.  Call  for  details. 
21  Hildene  Winter  History  Series 

Saturday  •  Brian  L.  Knight,  Hildene  Curator,  gives  a  sneak  preview  of  Hildene's  premier  exhibit, 
"Vermont  &  the  North  Shire  in  the  Civil  War".  Slide  show  and  discussion  at  9:30  AM  to  10:30  AM, 
Northshire  Bookstore,  FREE 
MARCH 

6  Full  Moon  Ski  and  Bonfire 

Saturday  •  Weather  permitting  ski  or  snowshoe  under  the  full  moon  to  a  bonfire  in  the  meadow,  7  to  9 
PM,  $10/Adults,  $6/Youth.  Members  free.  Call  for  details.  Rentals  available  at  6:30 

9  Hildene  Winter  History  Series 

Tuesday  •  Sydney  Stokes,  Chairman  of  the  Jefferson  Legacy  Foundation,  Speaking  about  "Thomas 
Jefferson  and  the  Legacy  of  his  Triple  Faith",  7  to  8  PM,  Northshire  Bookstore  FREE 
20  Hildene  Winter  History  Series 

Saturday  •  Mark  Stoler,  UVM  History  Dept.  Chair,  Provocative  and  challenging  discussion  about  "WWII; 

Myths  vs.  Reality",  4  PM  to  5:30  PM.  Northshire  Bookstore,  FREE. 

APRIL 

13  Hildene  Winter  History  Series 

Tuesday  •  Dona  Brown,  UVM  history  professor,  Slide  show  and  discussion  exploring  the  fascinating  his- 
tory of  Vermont  tourism,  7  to  8  PM,  Northshire  Bookstore  FREE 
24  Ethan  Allen  Days  Dinner 

Saturday  •  Period  Dinner  with  Revolutionary  War  re-enactors,  entertainment.  Off-site  event  at  the  Dorset 

Inn.  Call  for  details  5:30  -  9  PM.  $45  per  person.  Reservations  required. 

MAY 

7,  8  &  9  21st  Annual  Hildene  Needlework  Show 

Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Quilters,  knitters,  rug  makers,  needle-pointers  &  cross-stitchers  work  dis- 
played throughout  the  house.  Boutique  and  workshops.  Preview  reception  Thursday,  May  6,  5  to  7  PM. 
Reception  admission  $12.  Show  hours  10  AM  to  4  PM.  Show  admission  $10.  Members  $8 

10  Hildene's  26th  Tour  Season  Begins 

Monday  •  Open  daily  Tours  every  half  hour  9:30  AM  to  3  PM.  Admission  $10  for  adults,  $4  for  children 
ages  6  to  14.  Members  free. 

11  Hildene  Winter  History  Series 

Tuesday  •  Samuel  Hand,  Retired  UVM  History  Dept.  Chair,  sharing  dozens  of  anecdotes  from  the  newly 
released  The  Vermont  Encyclopedia,  7  to  8:15  PM,  Northshire  Bookstore,  FREE  Call  for  details. 


22  Children's  Day 

Saturday  •  Celebrating  children  with  a  day  of  activities:  puppet  show,  kite  flying,  farm  chores,  singing 
games,  crafts  and  more!  10  AM  to  3  PM  Children  $5.  Adults  accompanying  children  free. 
30  Civil  War  Lecture  Series 

Sunday  •  The  first  in  a  series  of  lectures  through  the  season,  one  of  the  country's  foremost  Lincoln  histo- 
rians, Harold  Holzer,  talks  about  his  book,  Lincoln  at  Cooper  Union:  The  Speech  that  won  him  the 
Presidency.  At  Hildene.  Admission  $5,  Members  Free 
JUNE 

1  Exhibit  Opening 

"Vermont  &  the  North  Shire  in  the  Civil  War;  The  Common  Experience  of  Uncommon  Valor".  Self-guid- 
ed tours  daily  9:30  am  to  3  pm.  Ongoing  events  &  lecture  series,  call  for  details  Admission  included  with 
regular  tour  price  of  $10  for  adults,  $4  for  children  ages  6  to  14.  Members  free. 
6  Vermont  Day  at  Hildene 

Sunday  •  Hildene  celebrates  Vermont.  House  and  grounds  open  to  all  at  reduced  rate  of  $5  per  person. 
Children  under  15  free. 

9  Antique  Samplers,  Tea  and  Talk 

Wednesday  •  Presentation  by  Carol  and  Steven  Huber;  "History  of  Samplers  from  1650  to  1850", 
Evaluations,  tea  and  tour,  2  PM,  Pre-registration  required.  Admission  charged.  Sponsored  by  the  Colonial 
Dames 

13  -  Aug  20  Hildene's  Celebration  of  Peonies 

Sunday  -  Friday  •  Series  of  events  including  artists  in  the  gardens,  demonstrations,  workshop  with 
Ashleigh  Hopkins,  lectures,  and  exhibits.  Call  for  details. 

12  &  13  Hildene  Antique  &  Classic  Car  Show 

Saturday  &  Sunday  •  18th  annual  show  on  Meadowlands  8  AM  to  4  PM.  This  year  featuring  Buick. 
Antique  and  classic  cars  and  vintage  trucks,  flea  market,  car  corral,  toy  car  show,  parade,  food  vendors. 
Car  pre-registration  fee  $8.  Day  of  show  registration  $15.  Spectator  admission  $6.  Call  362-2100  for 
details. 

13  Hildene  Garden  Party 

Sunday  •  Enchanting  evening,  sumptuous  hors  d'oeuvres,  &  music  by  Taylor  Made  Jazz  in  Hildene's 
spectacular  gardens  filled  with  1,000  peonies.  6:00  to  8:00  PM.  Reservations  required.  Admission 
charged.  Reduced  admission  for  members. 
19  &  20  Ethan  Allen  Days 

Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Revolutionary  War  encampments,  battle  re-enactments,  food,  demonstrations,  fami- 
ly fun.  Off-site  event:  Route  7 A,  Sunderland  Admission  $2  for  adults,  $1  for  children  ages  6  to  14  10 
AM  to  4  PM 
JULY 

2  Vermont  Symphony  Orchestra,  Picnicking  &  Pops  Concert 

Friday  •  VSO  concert  of  traditional  pops  and  light  classics  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  at  7:30  PM.  Gates 
open  for  picnicking  at  6:00.  Fireworks  complete  the  evening.  Phone  1(800)  VSO-9293  for  prices. 
Proceeds  benefit  the  VSO. 

10  Hildene  Summer  Antiques  Show 

Saturday  •  Antique  dealers  and  recognized  experts  from  the  northeast,  antiques  and  collectibles  at  the 
Meadowlands  10  AM  to  4  PM.  Admission  charged.  Early  buyers  from  8  AM  to  10  AM  at  premium 
admission  fee.  A  Forbes  and  Turner  production. 
13  Washington  County  Band  Concert 

Tuesday  •  Variety  of  pop  and  old  favorites  return  to  Hildene's  main  house.  Annual  gift  thanking  the  com- 
munity for  supporting  Hildene.  Gates  open  for  picnicking  at  5:30  PM.  FREE  concert  at  7:00  PM. 


23  Community  Contra  Dance 

Friday  •  Featuring  music  and  calling  by  John  Newton  and  Friends.  Dance  held  at  the  main  house  event 
tent,  rain  or  shine.  7  to  10  PM.  $3/Adults,  $l/children 

28  Birthday  Party 

Wednesday  •  Bring  the  kids.  Celebrate  Hildene's  26th  birthday  with  our  farm  animals!  Enjoy  a  free 
Wilcox  Ice  Cream  cone.  10  AM  to  2:00  PM.  Get  free  grounds  pass  at  Visitors'  Center,  Adults  are  free 
when  accompanied  by  a  child. 
July  31  &  Aug  1  Civil  War  Encampment 

Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Civil  War  encampment,  family  fun  and  entertaining  education!  Grounds  open  at 

9:30  AM.  Admission  $5.   Members  free. 

AUGUST 

Aug  6,  7  &  8  Southern  Vermont  Art  &  Craft  Festival 

Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  25th  annual  art  and  fine  craft  fair.  One-of-a-kind  and  limited  edition  works. 
Craft  demonstrations,  food,  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands.  Friday  &  Sunday  -  10  AM  to  5  PM  Saturday  - 

10  AM  to  6  PM.  Admission  $7  Members  free  on  Friday.  A  Craftproducers  Markets,  Inc.  production. 

11  Robert  D.  Thum  Memorial  Concert 

Wednesday  •  Featuring  Wood's  Tea  Company,  hearty  blend  of  Maritime,  American  &  Celtic  folk  music. 
Concert  held  at  the  main  house  event  tent,  rain  or  shine.  Grounds  open  at  5:30  PM  for  picnicking,  FREE 
concert  at  6:30  PM. 

20  Artists  in  the  Garden  Exhibit  Champagne  Reception 

Friday  •  Champagne  reception  and  sale  of  professional  artist  entries.  Off-site  event  at  Southern  Vermont 
Arts  Center's  Yester  House.  The  winner  of  Hildene's  Artists  in  the  Garden  Irene  Hunter  Award  will  be 
presented.  Reception  5:30-  7:30  PM.  Admission  $35,  Members  $25.  Exhibit  continues  through  Sept.  30 
at  Hildene. 

29  Artists  in  the  Garden  Tea  ' 

Friday  •  Opening  reception,  tea  and  sale.  5:30  to  7:30  at  Hildene.  The  winner  of  Hildene's  Artists  in  the 
Garden  Peggy  Beckwith  Award  for  amateur  entrants.  Exhibit  runs  through  September  30.  FREE 
SEPTEMBER 

24  An  Evening  with  Jefferson  &  Madison 

Friday  •  Thomas  Jefferson  and  James  Madison  look  back  on  their  trip  to  Lake  Champlain  and  Lake 
George  and  on  their  activities  on  September  24,  1902.  At  Hildene  5  to  7:30  PM.  Admission  $5,  Members 
Free. 

25  Hildene  Fall  Antiques  Show 

Saturday  •  Antique  dealers  and  recognized  experts  from  the  northeast,  antiques  and  collectibles  at  the 
Meadowlands  10  AM  to  4  PM.  Admission  charged.  Early  buyers  from  8  AM  to  10  AM  at  premium 
admission  fee.  A  Forbes  and  Turner  production. 
OCTOBER 

1,  2  &  3  Hildene  Foliage  Art  &  Craft  Festival 

Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  200  booths  of  art,  crafts  and  specialty  foods.  Craft  demonstrations,  music 
and  delicious  food,  handcrafted  creativity.  Friday  &  Sunday  -  10  AM  to  5  PM.  Saturday  -  10  AM  to  6 
PM.  Admission  $7.  Children  under  16  free.  Members  free  on  Friday.  A  Craftproducers  Markets,  Inc. 
production. 

9  &  10  Hildene  Farm,  Food  &  Folk  Art  Fair 

Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Country  fair  farmer's  market,  farm  exhibits,  demonstrations,  Oscar  Johnson  Jr. 
horse  and  ox  pulls,  tractor  pull,  pony  rides,  farm  animals  &  folk  art,  1832  schoolhouse.  New  this  year  on 
Saturday  -  the  return  of  the  Hildene  Horse  Show!  Admission  Adults/$8,  Members/$6,  Children/$2,  ages  6 
to  14,  10  AM  to  5  PM. 


31  Halloween 

Sunday  •  Visitors  carve  or  paint  pumpkins,  enjoy  cider  and  doughnuts.  At  the  Visitors'  Center.  Supplies 

and  Pumpkins  provided.  12  Noon  to  3  PM, 

NOVEMBER 

26,  27  &  28  Holidays  At  Hildene 

Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Visitors  enjoy  self-guided  tours  through  the  mansion  decorated  for  the  holi- 
days. $10/ Adult,  $4/Children  under  14.  11  AM  to  3  PM.  Members  Free. 
DECEMBER 

4  &  5, 11  &  12,  17  &  18  Holidays  at  Hildene 

Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Visitors  enjoy  self-guided  tours  through  the  mansion  decorated  for  the  holidays. 

$10/Adult,  $4/Children  under  14.  11  AM  to  3  PM,  Members  Free. 

Holidays  at  Hildene  continue  Daily 

December  22  through  January  2  (Except  Christmas) 

Visitors  enjoy  self-guided  tours  through  the  mansion  decorated  for  the  holidays.  $10/ Adult,  $4/Children 
under  14,  11  AM  to  3  PM  Members  Free. 
JANUARY  2005 

7,  8  &  9,  14, 15,  &  16  Exhibit  Finale 

Visitors  enjoy  self-guided  tours  through  the  mansion  and  have  a  last  look  at  Hildene's  premiere  exhibit, 
"Vermont  and  the  North  Shire  in  the  Civil  War".  $10/ Adult,  $4/Children  under  14,  11  AM  to  3  PM 
Members  Free. 
JUNE  2005 

Exhibit  Opening:  "100  Years  of  Hildene" 


POLO 

JUNE  26  Polo  in  Shaftsbury  &  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  Saturday  Beckwith  Cup  Match  1  at  1 1  AM  in 
Shaftsbury,  Match  2  at  3  PM  on  the  Meadowlands.  Call  for  details. 

JUNE  27  Polo  in  Shaftsbury  &  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  Sunday  Beckwith  Cup  Match  at  1 1  AM  in 
Shaftsbury,  Championship  Match  at  3  PM  on  the  Meadowlands.  Call  for  details. 

JULY  17  Polo  in  Shaftsbury  &  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  Saturday  Hildene  Cup  Match  1  at  11  AM  in 
Shaftsbury,  Match  2  at  3  PM  on  the  Meadowlands.  Call  for  details. 

AUGUST  14  Polo  in  Shaftsbury  &  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  Saturday  Hildene  Cup  Match  at  11  AM  in 
Shaftsbury,  Championship  Match  at  3  PM  on  the  Meadowlands.  Call  for  details. 
AUGUST  27  Polo  in  Shaftsbury  Friday  Equinox  Cup  Match  1  starts  at  5:00  PM. 

AUGUST  28  Polo  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  Saturday  Equinox  Cup  Match  2  starts  at  2:00  PM  Call  for 
details. 

AUGUST  29  Polo  in  Shaftsbury  &  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  Sunday  Equinox  Cup  Match  at  1 1  AM  in 
Shaftsbury,  Championship  Match  at  3  PM  on  the  Meadowlands.  Call  for  details. 
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HILDENE'S  CALL  TO  ARMS 


Hildene,  the  home  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  has  begun  a  new  program  of  exciting  annual 
exhibits.  The  first,  "Vermont  and  the  North  Shire  in  the  Civil  War:  The  Common  Experience  of 
Uncommon  Valor"  is  set  to  open  in  June  2004. 

In  1861,  Manchester  and  the  surrounding  towns  heeded  President  Lincoln's  call  and  formed  a 
volunteer  regiment  known  locally  as  the  "Equinox  Guards".  The  recruits  trained  for  weeks  and  then 
finally,  amid  much  fanfare,  marched  to  the  train  depot  and  traveled  on  to  the  front.  This  is  the  story  of 
97  boys  who  joined  the  Union  cause  in  the  late  summer  and  early  fall  of  1 861 .  For  these  boys,  it  was 
an  innocent  time.  So  many  of  them  were  uncomplicated  farm  boys  who  were  raised  by  their  families  to 
be  good  citizens,  religiously  devout  and  respectful  of  their  peers  and  their  community. 

For  most  of  them,  life  had  so  far  been  experienced  only  within  the  boundaries  of  Bennington 
County.  The  boys  of  Manchester  marched  off  to  war  as  the  "Equinox  Guards"  and  became  Company  E 
of  the  5"^  Vermont  Regiment.  The  majority  of  them  did  not  see  the  one-year  anniversary  of  their 
service.  For  many,  the  war  came  to  an  end  before  they  fired  their  first  bullet.  They  would  experience 
profound  change  as  they  witnessed  their  childhood  friends  succumb  to  disease,  lie  dead  in  the  carnage 
on  the  battlefield,  and  experience  theretofore  unimaginable  wounds.  It  did  not  take  long  for  the  "glory  of 
war"  with  which  they  proudly  marched  off  to  the  front,  to  fade.  Vermont  as  a  whole  suffered 
disproportionately  high  casualties  for  the  Union  cause.  The  Equinox  Guards  were  part  of  the  5**^ 
Vermont  Regiment,  which  went  on  to  suffer  the  highest  rate  of  casualties  of  any  Vermont  Regiment. 

This  exhibit  focuses  on  who  these  soldiers  were,  the  path  to  their  destiny  and  the  profound 
impact  that  destiny  visited  on  their  community.  Although  it  tells  a  story  that  is  personal  and  factually 
unique,  the  real  message  is  the  degree  to  which  that  unique  story  is  also  reflective  of  the  stories  of 
hundreds  of  communities  on  both  sides  of  the  border  during  and  after  the  war. 

The  exhibit  opens  in  June  and  runs  through  January  17,  2005.  Admission  is  $10  for  adults  and 
$6  for  children  under  14  years.  For  more  information  about  Hildene  and  the  exhibit,  call  (802)  362-1788 
orvisitwww.hildene.org. 

Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  PO  Box  377  Manchester.  Vermont  05254  (8()2)  362-1788  Fax  (8()2)  362-1564  www.hildcnc.org 
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The  Common  Experience 
of  Uncommon  Valor 


Summer  2004 
Exhibit  Opening 

This  is  the  story  of  the  Equinox  Guards. 
It  is  the  story  shared  by  all  soldiers, 
and  all  families,  and  all  communities 

on  both  sides  of  the  conflict. 
Discover  their  realities,  their  defeats, 
the  profound  impacts  and  ultimately, 
their  common  experience. 
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In  1861,  Manchester  and  the  surrounding  towns  (the  North  Shire) 


I  known  locally  as  the  "Equinox  Guards''.  The  recruits  trained  for 
j  weeks  and  then  finally,  amid  much  fanfare,  marched  to  the  Depot 
and  then  journeyed  on  to  the  front.  Vermont  as  a  whole  suffered  dis- 
proportionately high  casualties  for  the  Union  cause.  The  Equinox 
Guards  were  part  of  the  5th  Vermont  Regiment,  which  went  on  to  suf- 
fer the  highest  rate  of  casualties  of  any  Vermont  Regiment. 

The  exhibit  will  focus  on  who  these  soldiers  were,  the  path  to  their 
destiny  and  the  profound  impact  that  destiny  visited  on  the  commu- 
nity Although  we  will  tell  a  story  that  is  personal  and  factually 
unique,  the  real  message  will  be  the  degree  to  which  that  unique 
story  is  also  reflective  of  the  stories  of  hundreds  of  communities  on 
both  sides  of  the  border  during  and  after  the  war. 
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century.  From  the  thousands  of  alleged  "facsimiles"  sold  over  the  years,  the  still  mysterious  Widow  Bixby 
received  not  a  penny. 

Harold  Holier,  co-chairman  of  the  U.S.  Lincoln  Bicentennial  Commission,  is  co-editor  with  David  Herbert 
Donald  of  the  new  collection,  Lincoln  in  the  Times:  The  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  Originally  Reported 
in  The  New  York  Times  (St.  Martin's  Press). 


The  Other  Lincoln  Family  Home 
It's  a  far  cry  from  a  log  cabin 

"Squirming  &  crawling  about  from  place  to  place  can  do  no 
good,"  Abraham  Lincoln  once  lectured  a  ne'er-do-well 
stepbrother  ambitious  to  leave  the  family's  log  cabin  for 
greener  pastures.  Yet  10  years  later,  as  President-elect, 
Lincoln  admitted:  "I  hold  the  value  of  life  is  to  improve 
one's  condition." 

Such  conflicts  never  burdened  Lincoln's  direct 
descendants.  His  sole  surviving  son,  Robert  T.  Lincoln, 
recoiled  with  horror  at  the  thought  of  preserving  his 
father's  crude  birthplace  in  Kentucky.  When  he  grew 
wealthy  enough  to  build  a  family  home  of  his  own,  Robert 
constructed  one  of  the  most  elegant  summer  mansions  in 
New  England. 

Hildene,  in  Manchester,  Vermont,  reflected  not  where  the 
Lincoln  family  came  from  but  where  he  believed  they 
deserved  to  end  up.  Robert  actually  took  to  calling  his         Hildene's  gardens  stretch  deep  and  rich  from  the 
opulent  new  retreat  his  "ancestral  home."  rear  of  the  mansion. 

(HiLDENE) 

He  first  visited  the  region  as  a  Harvard  student  with  his 

mother  in  the  summer  of  1863.  Picturesque  and  cool  Manchester  offered  gorgeous  vistas,  beautiful  gardens, 
exclusive  golf  courses,  and  an  elite  crowd,  all  of  which  the  socially  ambitious  Robert  enjoyed. 

In  1 902  Robert,  by  then  the  president  of  the  Pullman  Company  and  a  former  Secretary  of  War  and  ambassador 
to  Great  Britain,  purchased  412  choice  acres  on  a  promontory  overlooking  an  expansive  panorama  of  Battenkill 
Valley  meadowland.  There  he  built  his  spectacular  24-room  Georgian  Revival  mansion — complete  with  a  porte- 
cochere  in  front  and  formal  gardens  in  back — and  made  a  final,  decisive  break  from  his  famous  family's 
hardscrabble  past. 

For  the  next  24  years  of  his  long  life,  Robert  and  his  family  spent  every  summer  at  Hildene,  typically  traveling  to 
Manchester  from  homes  in  Washington  and  Chicago  in  private  railroad  cars  filled  with  trunks  containing  his 
father's  carefully  guarded — and  still  not  publicly  released — papers.  Each  year  he  expanded  his  Hildene  vacations 
until  he  was  spending  up  to  six  months  at  a  time  there.  He  became  president  of  the  local  country  club,  developed 
a  cadre  of  wealthy  friends,  and  conducted  company  business  from  a  library  and  office  adjacent  to  his  ground- 
floor  bedroom.  Stubbornly  private,  almost  reclusive,  he  made  an  exception  to  publicly  welcome  President  William 
Howard  Taft  to  the  house  as  a  gesture  of  support  during  the  contentious  White  House  campaign  of  1912  (Robert 
hated  Teddy  Roosevelt,  however  much  TR  admired  Abraham  Lincoln).  More  typically,  Robert  hid  his  family 
photographs  and  the  file  of  his  mother's  controversial  insanity  trial  inside  a  Hildene  closet,  where  they  remained 
undisturbed  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

Wth  his  wife,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  an  Iowa  senator,  Robert  stocked  Hildene  with  comfortable  furniture  inherited 
from  his  in-laws.  But  he  also  filled  it  with  lavish  signs  of  privilege  too.  A  state-of-the-art  "annunciator"  bell  system 
could  summon  sen/ants  to  all  points  in  the  house;  the  dining  room  sparkled  with  elegant  china.  Robert  also  spent 
$1 1 ,500  to  install  an  elaborate  Aeolian  player  pipe  organ  whose  1 ,000  pipes  sit  atop  the  main  stairway  above  the 
front  hall  and  bought  more  than  200  rolls  of  music  to  entertain  family  and  guests.  Nearby  he  constructed  an 
observatory. 

After  Robert's  death  at  Hildene  at  the  age  of  82,  in  1926,  his  daughter  Mary  Lincoln  Isham  took  up  occupancy 
and  redecorated.  When  she  died  in  1938,  Robert's  granddaughter  Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith  became  its  permanent 
resident,  until  her  death  in  1975.  Thereafter  the  dilapidated  house  might  have  been  sold  to  eager  developers  and 
razed  had  not  determined  local  residents  saved  the  property,  restored  it,  and  converted  it  into  a  historic  house 
museum  and  garden. 

Today  the  again  resplendent  house  displays  family  mementos — Abraham  Lincoln's  personally  ordered  engraving 
of  the  first  reading  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  a  stovepipe  hat,  and  a  family  Bible,  along  with  Robert's 
Harvard  College  yearbook,  among  other  treasures — and  offers  guided  public  tours.  The  grounds  welcome  craft 
festivals,  art  shows,  and  community  concerts  and  provide  hiking  and  cross-country  skiing  trails.  No  Lincoln  was 
ever  married  here,  as  far  as  historians  know,  but  the  terrace  is  today  the  scene  of  many  weddings — for,  as 
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Hildene's  brochure  demurely  states,  "the  formal  gardens,  lawns  and  house  are  also  available  on  occasion  for 
private  functions." 

Robert  would  likely  have  been  horrified.  But  one  suspects  that  his  parents — the  President  and  First  Lady — 
renowned  for  their  open-house  parties  in  Springfield  and  thronged  receptions  in  the  White  House,  would  have 
been  happy  to  welcome  the  crowds.  And  yes,  the  earsplitting  pipe  organ  still  works.  (For  more  information:  802- 
362-1788  or  www.hUdene.org. 

— Harold  Holzer 
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Article  published  Jan  4,  2007 

Hildene  expands  learning  programs 

MANCHESTER  —  Hildene,  the  summer  home  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  son  and  one  of  Bennington  County's 
most  prominent  historic  attractions,  brol<e  ground  Wednesday  on  a  $2  million  project  to  renovate  its 
visitor  and  educational  centers. 

"Today  we're  taking  a  historic  step  to  elevate  Hildene  and  the  surrounding  property,"  said  Robert 
Cowles,  who  with  his  wife,  Berthe,  co-chaired  Hildene's  capital  campaign. 

Cowles  said  the  renovations  will  allow  the  estate  to  expand  curriculum  and  enrollment  in  its 
educational  programs. 

This  year  Hildene  is  offering  16  educational  programs.  Most  are  in  the  natural  sciences  and  involve 
using  the  412-acre  estate's  forests,  streams  and  undeveloped  land.  Other  programs,  especially  for 
older  students,  involve  astronomy  or  history. 

Vermont's  Commissioner  of  Tourism  and  Marketing  Bruce  Hyde  said  state  officials  expected  Hildene  to 
become  even  more  important  in  attracting  visitors  as  the  150th  anniversary  of  President  Lincoln's  term 
of  office  nears.  Lincoln  was  president  from  1861  to  1865. 

When  the  renovations  are  complete  in  June,  the  youth  education  building  will  provide  about  three 
times  the  space  of  the  current  program. 

The  Oscar  Johnson  welcome  center  will  be  brighter  and  more  efficient,  creating  more  of  a  mix  of 
historic  display  and  retail  space,  according  to  Seth  Bongartz,  executive  director  of  Hildene. 

The  renovated  buildings  will  be  heated  by  a  wood-burning  furnace,  fueled  by  trees  harvested  from 
Hildene's  own  forest  land,  Bongartz  said. 

The  next  planned  phase  of  expansion  for  Hildene's  educational  program  is  the  creation  of  a  boardwalk 
that  will  allow  greater  access  to  its  80  acres  of  wetlands,  something  Bongartz  described  as  a  "totally 
untapped  resource." 

The  expansion  of  Hildene,  a  Georgian  Revival  mansion  built  as  a  summer  home  by  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  comes  at  the  end  of  a  five-year  capital  campaign  that  raised  about  $8  million,  said  Bongartz. 

Friends  of  Hildene,  the  nonprofit  corporation  that  owns  and  operates  the  property,  has  paid  off  the 
estate's  mortgage  and  all  outstanding  debt  and  plans  to  create  an  endowment  of  about  $1.5  million. 
About  $1  million  of  that  already  is  in  place,  Bongartz  said. 

Officials  at  Hildene  have  been  working  to  find  ways  to  increase  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  estate 
including  extending  its  hours.  For  the  last  year,  Hildene  has  opened  its  doors  year-round  instead  of 
closing  during  the  winter. 

"We  made  money  last  winter.  Not  a  dramatic  amount  but  we  have  to  heat  the  home  anyway  and  we 
keep  the  staff  on  so  it  made  sense,"  Bongartz  said. 
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The  number  of  guests  who  visited  in  2006  was  up  by  15  percent  more  than  the  year  before. 

Private  functions,  such  as  weddings,  have  brought  in  more  revenue,  increasing  by  more  than  four 
times  over  the  last  four  years  to  $250,000  in  2006. 

Hildene's  educational  programs  serve  an  important  function.  When  the  Vermont  Department  of 
Taxation's  Property  Valuation  and  Review  office  questioned  Hildene's  nontaxable  status  last  year,  its 
education  programs  convinced  officials  to  keep  its  property  tax  exemption. 

The  programs  also  bring  many  visitors  to  the  estate  and  its  grounds.  Since  2001,  the  number  of 
children  taking  part  in  classes  has  increased  about  eight  and  a  half  times,  to  1,700  in  2006. 

Education  Director  Diane  Newton  said  Hildene's  educational  programs  primarily  serve  children  in 
kindergarten  through  fifth  grade,  although  older  students  come  to  the  estate  to  learn  about  the  Civil 
War. 

"The  kids  like  the  hands-on  programming,"  Newton  said.  "We  talk  about  the  lands  and  the  creatures 
that  are  out  there  and  then  we  go  out  and  collect  those  creatures  and  sort  them.  ...  They're  completely 
engaged.  There's  no  one  who's  taking  a  back  seat." 

Contact  Patrick  McArdle  at  Patrick.mcardle@rutlandherald.com 
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century.  From  the  thousands  of  alleged  "facsimiles "  sold  over  the  years,  the  still  mysterious  Widow  Bixby 
received  not  a  penny. 

Harold  Holier,  co-chairman  of  the  U.S.  Lincoln  Bicentennial  Commission,  is  co-editor  with  David  Herbert 
Donald  of  the  new  collection,  Lincoln  in  the  Times:  The  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  Originally  Reported 
in  The  New  York  Times  (St.  Martin's  Press). 


The  Other  Lincoln  Family  Home 
It's  a  far  cry  from  a  log  cabin 

"Squirming  &  crawling  about  from  place  to  place  can  do  ni 
good,"  Abraham  Lincoln  once  lectured  a  ne'er-do-well 
stepbrother  ambitious  to  leave  the  family's  log  cabin  for 
greener  pastures.  Yet  10  years  later,  as  President-elect, 
Lincoln  admitted:  "I  hold  the  value  of  life  is  to  improve 
one's  condition." 

Such  conflicts  never  burdened  Lincoln's  direct 
descendants.  His  sole  surviving  son,  Robert  T.  Lincoln, 
recoiled  with  horror  at  the  thought  of  preserving  his 
father's  crude  birthplace  in  Kentucky.  When  he  grew 
wealthy  enough  to  build  a  family  home  of  his  own,  Robert 
constructed  one  of  the  most  elegant  summer  mansions  in 
New  England. 

Hildene,  in  Manchester,  Vermont,  reflected  not  where  the 
Lincoln  family  came  from  but  where  he  believed  they 
deserved  to  end  up.  Robert  actually  took  to  calling  his 
opulent  new  retreat  his  "ancestral  home." 

He  first  visited  the  region  as  a  Harvard  student  with  his 
mother  in  the  summer  of  1863.  Picturesque  and  cool  Manchester  offered  gorgeous  vistas,  beautiful  gardens, 
exclusive  golf  courses,  and  an  elite  crowd,  all  of  which  the  socially  ambitious  Robert  enjoyed. 

In  1902  Robert,  by  then  the  president  of  the  Pullman  Company  and  a  former  Secretary  of  War  and  ambassador 
to  Great  Britain,  purchased  412  choice  acres  on  a  promontory  overlooking  an  expansive  panorama  of  Battenkill 
Valley  meadowland.  There  he  built  his  spectacular  24-room  Georgian  Revival  mansion — complete  with  a  porte- 
cochere  in  front  and  formal  gardens  in  back — and  made  a  final,  decisive  break  from  his  famous  family's 
hardscrabble  past. 

For  the  next  24  years  of  his  long  life,  Robert  and  his  family  spent  every  summer  at  Hildene,  typically  traveling  to 
Manchester  from  homes  in  Washington  and  Chicago  in  private  railroad  cars  filled  with  trunks  containing  his 
father's  carefully  guarded — and  still  not  publicly  released — papers.  Each  year  he  expanded  his  Hildene  vacations 
until  he  was  spending  up  to  six  months  at  a  time  there.  He  became  president  of  the  local  country  club,  developed 
a  cadre  of  wealthy  friends,  and  conducted  company  business  from  a  library  and  office  adjacent  to  his  ground- 
floor  bedroom.  Stubbornly  private,  almost  reclusive,  he  made  an  exception  to  publicly  welcome  President  William 
Howard  Taft  to  the  house  as  a  gesture  of  support  during  the  contentious  White  House  campaign  of  1912  (Robert 
hated  Teddy  Roosevelt,  however  much  TR  admired  Abraham  Lincoln).  More  typically,  Robert  hid  his  family 
photographs  and  the  file  of  his  mother's  controversial  insanity  trial  inside  a  Hildene  closet,  where  they  remained 
undisturbed  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

With  his  wife,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  an  Iowa  senator,  Robert  stocked  Hildene  with  comfortable  furniture  inherited 
from  his  in-laws.  But  he  also  filled  it  with  lavish  signs  of  privilege  too.  A  state-of-the-art  "annunciator"  bell  system 
could  summon  servants  to  all  points  in  the  house;  the  dining  room  sparkled  with  elegant  china.  Robert  also  spent 
$1 1 ,500  to  install  an  elaborate  Aeolian  player  pipe  organ  whose  1 ,000  pipes  sit  atop  the  main  stairway  above  the 
front  hall  and  bought  more  than  200  rolls  of  music  to  entertain  family  and  guests.  Nearby  he  constructed  an 
observatory. 

After  Robert's  death  at  Hildene  at  the  age  of  82,  in  1926,  his  daughter  Mary  Lincoln  Isham  took  up  occupancy 
and  redecorated.  When  she  died  in  1938,  Robert's  granddaughter  Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith  became  its  permanent 
resident,  until  her  death  in  1975.  Thereafter  the  dilapidated  house  might  have  been  sold  to  eager  developers  and 
razed  had  not  determined  local  residents  saved  the  property,  restored  it,  and  converted  it  into  a  historic  house 
museum  and  garden. 

Today  the  again  resplendent  house  displays  family  mementos — Abraham  Lincoln's  personally  ordered  engraving 
of  the  first  reading  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  a  stovepipe  hat,  and  a  family  Bible,  along  with  Robert's 
Harvard  College  yearbook,  among  other  treasures — and  offers  guided  public  tours.  The  grounds  welcome  craft 
festivals,  art  shows,  and  community  concerts  and  provide  hiking  and  cross-country  skiing  trails.  No  Lincoln  was 
ever  married  here,  as  far  as  historians  know,  but  the  terrace  is  today  the  scene  of  many  weddings — for,  as 
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Hildene's  brochure  demurely  states,  "the  formal  gardens,  lawns  and  house  are  also  available  on  occasion  for 
private  functions." 

Robert  would  likely  have  been  horrified.  But  one  suspects  that  his  parents — the  President  and  First  Lady — 
renowned  for  their  open-house  parties  in  Springfield  and  thronged  receptions  in  the  White  House,  would  have 
been  happy  to  welcome  the  crowds.  And  yes,  the  earsplitting  pipe  organ  still  works.  (For  more  information:  802- 
362-1788  or  www.hildene.org. 


— Harold  Holzer 
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HILDENE  OPENS  NEW  LINCOLN  EXHIBIT 


Posted:  09/04/2009  04:29:52  PM  EDT    http://www.manchesteriournal.com/ci  13270767 

MANCHESTER  -  Hildene,  The  Lincoln  Family  Home,  announces  the  opening  of  its  new  Abraham  Lincoln 
exhibit,  "The  American  Ideal:  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Second  Inaugural"  on  Saturday,  Sept.  5.  Set  within 
the  context  of  Lincoln's  Second  Inaugural,  which  barkens  back  to  the  then  radical  beliefs  first  enunciated  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  visitors  will  learn  how  the  Civil  War  and  President  Lincoln  helped  bring 
life  and  meaning  to  the  promise  of  the  American  Ideal  of  equality,  justice  and  opportunity  for  all.  The 
exhibit  uses  text  from  the  speech,  considered  to  be  one  of  the  president's  greatest,  and  artifacts  from  the 
collections  of  Hildene  and  Brown  University's  John  Hay  Library,  one  of  the  five  great  Lincoln  collections. 
The  two  institutions  recently  formalized  their  partnership  with  a  Memorandum  of  Understanding  and  the 
formation  of  the  Hildene-Brown  Collaborative. 

Among  the  artifacts  included  in  the  exhibit  are;  one  of  only  three  of  Lincoln's  iconic  stovepipe  hats  in 
existence,  one  of  his  Bibles,  a  cast  of  the  president's  hands,  a  life  mask  and  a  scrapbook  that  belonged  to  a 
supporting  actress  who  appeared  in  the  production  of  "Our  American  Cousin,"  the  play  the  President  was 
watching  on  the  evening  of  the  assassination.  The  scrapbook  contains  a  swatch  of  wallpaper  from  his  Fords 
Theater  box.  Also  in  the  exhibit  is  a  playbill  from  this  final  performance.  A  bust  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
principal  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  is  on  loan  from  the  Jefferson  Legacy  Foundation. 

The  Lincoln  Family  Home  at  Hildene  is  open  daily  from  9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  a.m.  Admission,  which 
includes  the  exhibit,  is  $12.50  for  adults,  $5  for  youth  6-14,  children  under  6,  Hildene  members  and 
volunteers  are  free.  For  more  information  on  Hildene,  visit  www.hildene.org,  call  802.362.1788  or 
email  info@hildene.org. 


Inside  the  house  that  Abraham  Lincoln's  son  built:  Robert  Todd's  mansion  put  back  on  the 
map  by  Spielberg's  blockbuster  (and  it  even  has  its  own  train) 
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Abe  Lincoln  was  bom  in  a  log  cabin  but  his  son  built  himself  a  mansion. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the  president's  only  child  to  survive  to  adulthood,  built  the  Georgian  Revival  home,  called  Hildene,  as  a 
seasonal  dream  home  for  his  wife  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln  and  their  children. 

But  Hildene  is  no  dusty  museum.  Located  on  412  acres  (167  hectares)  between  two  spectacular  mountain  ranges,  the  homestead 
offers  a  feeling  of  warmth,  family  and  hospitality  along  with  the  history  lessons. 


Scroll  down  to  watch  trailer 


llfWIIIiliPI'iP 


Grand:  Although  Ahnihum  Lnicohi  was  barn  iii  a  mudesi  cabin,  his  son  Rolxrl  Tadd  Lincohi  biiill  the  mansion  Hildene  in 

Manchester,  Vermont 


More... 


The  site  is  expecting  a  boost  in 
interest  thanks  to  the  new 
M  Steven  Spielberg  movie 
Lincoln,  which  stars  Daniel 
Day-Lewis  as  the  former 
president  and  Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt  as  his  son. 

The  Hildene  staff  is  looking 
forward  to  welcoming  more 
visitors  and  teaching  them 
about  the  place  where  Lincoln 
descendants  lived  until  1975, 
said  Paula  Maynard,  press 
director  and  group  tour  leader. 


Elegant:  Hie  dining  room  at  Hildene  which  is  hiiilt  in  the  Geoi  i'ian  Revival  style 


•  Didn't  you  used  to  be  running  for  president?  Mitt  Romney 
looks  tired  and  disheveled  as  he  pumps  his  own  gas  just  two 
weeks  after  election  defeat 

•  Owners  of  iconic  home  used  in  Hitchcock's  Vertigo  anger 
film  buffs  by  erecting  6ft  fence  around  it 

'I've  been  telling  people  for  eight  years,  which  is  when  I  first 
got  here,  that  this  movie  was  coming,  and  we'd  get  to  tell  this 
part  of  the  story,'  Maynard  says. 

'1  think  people  stopped  believing  me.  ...  But  we  expect 
visitation  to  grow  from  it,  and  it's  been  growing  anyway 
between  8  and  10  per  cent  annually.' 

One  frequently  asked  question  is  what  Hildene  moans. 
Maynard  says  the  word  combines  phrases  that  mean  'hill  and 
valley  with  a  stream,'  and  that  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
apparently  had  the  name  in  mind  from  the  start  ol" 
construction  in  1903. 


Visitors  also  are  curious  about  the  relationship  between 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln  and  his  mother,  Mary  Todd  Lincoln, 
whom  he  had  committed  to  a  hospital  for  mental  ilbiess. 

Decades  later,  in  a  bedroom  that  served  as  his  quarters  in 
later  years  when  he  suffered  from  arthritis,  papers  were 
found  in  a  closet  safe  with  medical  documentation  that 
validated  his  decision  to  hospitalize  her.  Before  she  died,  the 
two  were  reconciled. 


^  Before  building  Hildene,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  had  served  in 
Washington  as  secretary  of  war  for  President  James  Garfield 
_  and  overseas  as  the  United  States'  ambassador  to  Great 

Trdiiiiioihii :  Lincoln  ikscendcDiis  I i veil  at  ihe  home  iiniii  1975  inhi  used  ii  us  a  geiawav    Britain  for  President  Benjamin  Harrison 

from  ll'ashinglon 

But  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  apparently  had  wanted  to  live  in 
Vermont  for  many  years.  His  law  partner  Edward  Isham  was 
bom  in  Bennington  and  bought  a  home  in  Manchester  1 5  years 
before  Hildene  was  completed.  After  Lincoln  became  chairman 
of  Pullman  Company  in  1897,  at  the  time  one  of  the  country's 
biggest  companies,  he  could  afford  to  build  the  house  of  his 
dreams. 

Maynard  says,  however,  that  the  Lincolns  'were  not  lavish  and 
always  wanted  simple  elegance.  The  Lincolns'  main  social  life 
was  in  Chicago. 

'They  lived  there  half  the  year  and  here  half  the  year.  When  they 
came  to  Vermont,  it  was  for  the  same  reasons  we  do  -  for  a 

History  on  the  silver  sereen:  Daniel  Dav  Lewis  as  Ahrahiiin  Lincoln  and  Joseph  getaway'. 
Gordon  Levitt  as  his  son  Robert  Todd  in  the  Spielberg  movie  Lincoln 

Music 
from  the 
home's 
1,000-pipe 
organ 
draws 
visitors  in 
at  the  first 
step  into 
the  entry 
foyer. 


■      Ir  tr  !<Jf  iridtnl. 


Glory:  A  bust  o/'presitlent  Abrcihaiii  I  ui,  uln  at  the  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  mansion  in 

\  crmoiit 


Ascent  to  greatness:  The  Irani  shU'  .:. 

built  in  1905  by  Robert  Todil.  Lincoln's  iinl\  son  to  survive  int( 
adulthood 


The 
parlor, 
which 
looks  out 

onto  a  beautiful  east-facing  patio  and  garden  with 
vistas  of  the  Taconic  and  Green  Mountains,  could 
easily  be  the  gathering  spot  for  a  modem  martini 
party,  book  club  meeting  or  holiday  meal. 


Like  much  of  the  8,000-square-foot  home  (almost  750 
square  meters),  the  room's  traditional  yet  tasteful 
decor  seems  grand  but  not  showy  -  very  New 
England. 


The  walls,  for  example,  were  made  to  look  like 
mahogany  but  were  really  made  of  poplar.  'Robert 
was  like  his  dad,  he  counted  his  pennies,'  Maynard 
said. 

The  kitchen  includes  the  latest  in  20th-century 
gadgetry  and  is  next  to  a  lovely  dining  room  with  a 
table  that  could  sit  about  1 2  but  no  more  for  a  formal 
meal. 

Across  the  hall  was  the  servants'  dining  room,  another 
comfortable  room  that  would  probably  be  the  hub  of 
the  house  if  it  were  lived  in  now. 


Full  slcain  aliecul:  The  Piilbmiii  car  w  hich  ,v/Av  in  the  Jrivew  Liv  uj  the  elegani  Georgian  getaMav  uf 

the  Lincoln  family 


Classic:  Historians  sav  that  the  laitiilv  were  not  lavish  and  wantal  simple  elegant  e  at  the 

home 


The  tour  also  includes  a  look  at  the  Victorian-style 
master  suite,  the  guest  room  where  President  William 
Howard  Taft  stayed  and  an  office  with  an  early  predecessor 
to  the  copying  machine.  A  luxury  Pullman  Sunbeam  travel 
train  car  sits  along  the  winding  driveway. 

Also  located  on  the  estate  is  an  observatory  with  telescope, 
an  agricultural  center  and  many  trails  that  can  be  used  by 
day  hikers,  picnickers  and,  in  the  winter,  snowshoers  and 
cross-country  skiers.  Throughout  the  year  there  are 
programs  on  topics  such  as  composting  and  butterfly 
gardens. 

During  the  holiday  season,  the  home  is  decorated  as  if  it 
were  Christmas  Eve  1912.  That  was  a  year  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  was  being  heavily  courted  to  run  for  president,  said 

Maynard. 

He  chose  to  stay  home. 


sleeping:  A  view  out  the  window  of  the  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  mansion  Hildene  which  is       Pint  oj'historv:  The  stove  pipe  hot  and 
located  between  two  mountain  ranges  mirror  used  by  Abraham  l.incoht  is  seen 

at  the  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  nnmsion 
llildene 


W'cll-slockccI:  TItc  kiichcii  liI  ihc  Geor^^ian  Rc^  i\  al  home  wlitcli  is  papiiln)'  w  ith  ri'^ilurs 
ID  ihc  I  'eniiuiu  arcii 


By  Richard  H.  Stewart 
Globe  Staff 

MANCHESTER.  Vt.  -  Each 
spring  for  seven  years,  be- 
ginning m  1911,  a  train 
that  included  two  private 
cars  pulled  into  the  sta- 
tion in  this  New  England  village. 

Inside  one  car  were  eight  trunks  con- 
taining some  of  the  most  sought-after  doc- 
uments in  American  history  -  the  person- 
al papers  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Nearly  50  years  had  passed  since  Lin- 
coln's assassination  in  1865.  yet  the 
contents  of  the  personal  papers  of  one  of 
the  world's  most  famous  men  remained 
shrouded  in  secrecy. 

In  the  second  car.  a  private  family 
coach,  sat  an  imposing,  bearded  man  who 
controlled  the  fate  of  the  documents  and 
who  guarded  their  contents  with  the  zeal 
of  a  man  protecting  a'priceless  legacy. 

The  man  was  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the 
eldest  and  only  surviving  son  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  For  22  years  he  spent  his  sum- 
mers here  at  Hildene.  the  mansion  that  he 
built  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

Each  spring  from  1911.  the  trunks 
with  their  precious  cargo  would  accompa- 
ny Lincoln  to  Vermont  from  either  Wash- 
ington or  Chicago:  each  fall,  they  would  be 
loaded  aboard  the  train  again  for  the  re- 
turn trip. 

Then,  In  1919.  Lincoln  turned  over  his 
carefully  guarded  legacy  to  the  Library  of 
Congress,  with  instructions  that  the 
trunks  not  be  opened  until  21  years  after 
his  death. 

It  was  at  Hildene  where  he  would  die  In 
his  sleep  on  July  25,  1926.  at  the  age  of  82, 
the  last  of  President  Lincoln's  family  and 
the  last  survivor  of  that  group  of  men  who 
stood  somberly  around  the  bed  that  held 
the  dying  President  In  April  1865. 

Sitting  in  quiet  splendor  surrounded  by 
the  luxuriant  Vermont  hills,  Hildene  is 
New  England's  most  prominent  link  to  the 
16th  President  of  the  United  States.  But 
it's  little-known. 

Built  on  a  rise  that  provides  a  pan- 
oramic view  of  a  sprawling  valley  and  the 
Battenklll  River,  the  24-room  Georgian 
Revival  mansion  with  Its  eight  fireplaces 
and  formal  garden  was  Robert  Lincoln's. 


\J pper  photos,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
and  his  estate,  "Hildene,"  In 
Vermont. 

A  t  left,  an  old  typewriterjsjrarned 
by  one  of  the  estate's  window. 

A  bove.  a  stairwell  view. 

GLOBE  PHOTOS  BY  JANET  KNOTT 


retreat  from  the  pressures  of  his  corporate 
duties  In  Chicago  and  the  oppressive  heat 
and  humidity  of  Washington  summers. 

Constructed  at  a  cost  of  $63,000  by  a 
Boston  architectural  firm.  Shepley.  Rutan 
and  Coolldge,  Hildene  is  the  centerpiece  of 
the  412-acre  estate  Lincoln  purchased  In 
1902.  Most  of  the  furnishings  In  the  splen- 
didly restored  mansion  are  the  originals. 

The  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic."  the 
song  that  has  come  to  be  associaled  with 
President  Lincoln  and  the  Civil  War,  still 
resounds  throughout  the  majestic  home 
by  virtue  of  the  1000-pipe  Aeolian  organ 
installed  by  Lincoln  in  1908  It  Is  played 
for  tours  and  the  occasional  weddings  and 
other  social  events  held  at  Hildene  ■ 

It  was  from  an  office  in  Hildene  (a  mix- 
ing of  the  words  "hill"  and  "dene."  the  old 
English  word  for  valley)  that  Robert  Lin- 
coln for  many  summers  conducted  the 
business  of  The  Pullman  Co.  of  Chicago, 
first  as  president  and  later  as  chairman  of 
the  board. 

In  that  office,  enclosed  behind  a  glass 
partition,  are,  among  other  things,  one  of 
President  Lincoln's  stove  pipe  hats  and  a 
hat  box.  lined  with  an  Indiana  newspaper 
dated  1852. 

It  was  in  the  library  of  the  mansion 
that,  according  to  one  report.  Robert  was 
discovered  burning  some  of  his  father's 
documents  in  the  fireplace.  Nicholas  Mur- 
ray Butler,  then  the  president  of  Columbia 
University  and  a  friend  of  Robert,  claimed 
to  have  been  alerted  to  the  act  and  dis- 
suaded Robert  from  burning  any  more  pa- 
pers. 

Butler's  story  Is  greeted  with  some 
skepticism  since  he  insisted  the  event  oc- 
curred In  August  of  1923,  four  years  after 
the  trunks  filled  with  the  President's  pa- 
pers had  been  turned  over  to  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

But  the  question  remains,  given  Rob- 
ert's tenacious  guardianship  of  the  presi- 
dential papers,  as  to  whether  these  were 
documents  that  Robert  had  purposely 
withheld  from  the  Library  of  Congress  be- 
cause he  believed  them  to  be  too  sensitive 
or  embarrassing  to  share  with  history. 

After  the  death  of  Robert's  wife.  Mary. 
Hildene  was  retained  as  a  year-round 
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New  England's 
Lincoln  link 
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home  by  Mary  Lincoln  EJeckwith,  Robert  Lin- 
coln's granddaughter,  until  her  death  In  1975. 
It  is  now  maintained  by  the  Friends  of  Hlldene 
as  a  public  memorial  to  the  Lincoln  family. 

While  it  is  the  most  obvious  connection,  the 
mansion  is  not  New  England's  only  association 
with  the  Lincoln  family,  although  much  of  that 
association  has  been  clouded  In  the  passage  of 
time. 

President  Lincoln  traced  his  heritage  to  New 
England.  His  father,  Thomas  Lincoln,  was  a  de- 
scendant of  Samuel  Lincoln,  who  came  to  Mass- 
achusetts from  England  and  settled  in  Hlngham 
in  1636. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  congressman  from 
Illinois  when  his  son  Robert,  then  16,  Journeyed 
to  Massachusetts  in  1859  to  take  the  entrance 
examination  for  Harvard.  He  flunked,  but  was 
determined  to  win  acceptance. 

Robert  later  wrote  of  the  experience.  "I  was 
determined  not  to  be  beaten.  I  entered  the  well- 
known  academy  at  Exeter,  N.H."  He  enrolled 
Sept.  15,  1859,  for  one  year,  one  of  134  students 
attending  Phillips-Exeter  Academy.  The  tuition 
was  $24  for  the  year. 

Five  months  later,  his  father.  Congressman 
Lincoln  of  Illinois,  who  was  gaining  national  no- 
toriety from  the  much-publicized  Lincoln-Doug- 
las debates  on  the  slavery  question.  Journeyed  to 
New  Hampshire  to  visit  his  son. 

Enroute.  Lincoln  stopped  in  New  'Vork  City  to 
deliver  a  prearranged  speech  (the  fee  was  $200, 
plus  expenses)  at  the  Cooper  Institute,  which 
historians  have  credited  with  enhancing  his 
popularity  In  the  eastern  United  States  and 
helping  him  win  the  Republican  nomination  for 
President  three  months  later  in  Chicago,  Sitting 
in  the  audience  that  night  were  such  luminaries 
as  William  Cullen  Bryant  and  Horace  Greeley. 

During  his  New  England  visit,  Lincoln  deliv- 
ered speeches  in  Exeter.  Concord,  Dover  and 
Manchester.  N.H.;  Providence  and  Hartford." 

An  eyewitness  to  the  speech  in  Exeter  wrote 
of  Lincoln; 

"He  rose  slowly,  untangled  those  lanky  legs 
from  their  contact  with  the  rounds  of  the  chair, 
drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height  of  6  feet,  4 
inches,  and  began  his  speech.  Not  ten  (sic)  min- 
utes had  passed  before  his  uncouth  appearance 
was  absolutely  forgotten  by  us  boys,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, bv  all  of  that  large  audience.  " 


Robert  won  acceptance  at  Harvard  in  the  fall 
of  1860. 

His  mother,  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  twice  jour- 
neyed to  Harvard  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  1861 
to  visit  her  son.  On  her  first  visit  she  was  ten- 
dered a  reception  at  the  Paul  Revere  House  in 
Boston  hosted  by  Sen.  Charles  Sumner. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  also  summered  in  the  White 
Mountains  of  New  Hampshire  in  1863  and  In 
August  of  the  same  year  traveled  to  Manchester, 
Vt.,  with  her  sons.  Tad  and  Robert,  and  a  ser- 
vant. They  stayed  at  the  then  fashionable  but 
now  decaying  Equinox  House. 

It  was  Robert's  first  trip  to  the  community 
which  was  to  become  his  summer  home  and  the 
place  of  his  death. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  returned  to  Manchester  the  fol- 
lowing year.  1864.  with  Tad.  President  Lincoln 
was  scheduled  to  make  the  Journey  to  Manches- 
ter with  them  the  next  summer,  plans  thwarted 
by  the  President's  assassination. 

Following  his  graduation  from  Harvard  in 
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1864,  Robert  spent  a  brief  time  at  Harvard  Law 
School  but  left  to  enter  the  Army.  He  became  a 
captain  on  the  headquarter's  staff  of  Gen.  Ulys- 
ses S.  Grant  and  was  present  at  Appomatox 
when  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  surrendered  to  Grant. 

Robert  went  on  to  become  a  successful  Chi- 
cago lawyer  and  head  of  the  Pullman  Co.  Al- 
though he  never  held  elective  office,  Robert  Lin- 
coln served  as  Secretary  of  War  in  the  Cabinets 
of  Presidents  Garfield  and  Arthur,  and  minister, 
to  England  under  President  Benjamin  Harrison. 

On  at  least  two  occasions  he  was  promoted 
for  the  presidency  by  Republican  leaders  such 


A  young  visitor  on  the  porch  at  Hildene." 
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as  Henry  Cabot  Lodge  and  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
something  Lincoln  persistently  denied  interesf 
in  attaining.  .  ^  . 

In  1887  he  told  an  interviewer: 

"I  have  seen  too  much  of  the  wear  and  teaf  of 
official  life  to  ever  have  a  desire  to  re-enter  It.^ 
Though  1  was  but  a  boy  when  my  father  became 
President,  I  can  well  remember  the  tremendous- 
burden  he  was  called  on  to  bear  . .  .  The  presl'' 
dential  office  is  a  gilded  prison.  The  care  and 
worry  outweigh,  to  my  mind,  the  honor  which 
surrounds  the  position." 

In  addition  to  that  of  his  own  father,  two  oth- 
er presidential  assassinations  touched  Robert' 
Lincoln's  life.  He  was  present  at  the  train  sta-- 
tlon  in  Washington  when  Garfield  was  shot.  He 
was  getting  off  a  train  in  Buffalo  when  he  re- 
ceived word  that  McKinley  had  been  shot.  He- 
went  to  McKinley's  bedside  to  console  him. 

There  is  one  other  touch  of  irony  in  the  life  of' 
Robert  Lincoln. 

In  1864.  while  a  student  at  Harvard.  Robert 
was  in  a  crowd  of  people  on  the  platform  of  the 
New  York  train  station.  He  was  spun  off  his  feet 
by  the  crowd  as  the  train  began  to  move  and  fell 
in  the  space  between  the  train  and  the  platform." 

He  was  "personally  helpless,  when  my  collar 
was  seized  and  I  was  quickly  pulled  up  and  out 
to  secure  footing  on  the  platform."  As  he  turned 
to  thank  his  rescuer  he  recognized  him  immedi- 
ately as  one  of  the  most  famous  actors  of  the 
day.  Edwin  Booth. 

Within  a  year.  Ekiwin's  brother.  John  Wilkes 
Booth,  would  become  infamous  as  the  slayer  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 
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Cross  Country  Ski 

at 

Robert  Lincoln's 
HILDENE 


THE  CARRIAGE  BARN 

A  winter  warming  hut  with  hot 
drinks  and  light  refreshment. 


Picnic  tables  available. 

HILDENE 
SKI  TOURING 
CENTER 

Route  7A 
Manchester  Village,  Vermont 

Open  daily  9-5 


Nestled  on  a  promontory  overlooking 
the  Battenkill  Valley  between  Equinox 
Mountain  and  Lye  Brook  wilderness, 
Hildene's  Ski  Touring  Center  is  located 
on  the  private  estate  of  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  the  President's  oldest  son. 

15  km.  of  carefully  groomed  and 
mapped  trails  await  both  the  veteran 
and  the  novice. 


Tours  of  the  main  house  and  gardens 
are  offered  in  the  summer  season 
daily.  During  the  Christmas  holidays, 
special  Candlelight  Tours  take  place. 
For  more  information,  ask  for  our  list 
of  special  events. 


1986-87  SEASON 

HOLIDAYS 

TRAIL  FEES  &  WEEKENDS  WEEKDAYS 

Adult  $6  $5 

Youth (under  15)  $2  $2 

Under  6  Free  Free 


EQUIPMENT  RENTAL 

Skis,  poles,  boots  $1 0  daily 

LESSONS 

Group  $8/hour 

10:30  am  and  1:30  pm  weekends  and  holidays 

Weekdays  by  appointment  only,  $16  minimum 

Private  $16/hour 


Write  or  call 

HILDENE  SKI  TOURING  CENTER 

Box  377 
Manchester,  Vermont  05254 
(802)  362-1788 


ene^ 

Saturday,  December  27 
Sunday,  December  28 
Monday,  December  29 

•  Each  evening  from  5:00-9:00  pm 

•  Sleigh  rides  to  the  Main  House 

•  Mulled  cider  and  cookies 
in  the  Carriage  Barn 

•  Christmas  decorations  as  the 
Lincoln's  would  have  had  them 
in  the  home 

•  Adults  $5,  Youths  $2 

Manchester  Village,  Vermont  •  802-362-1788 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln  s 


Manchester  Village,  Vermont 


Robert  Lincoln 
at  Harvard 


ROBERT  TODD  LINCOLN 

On  July  26, 1926,61  years  after  the  assassination 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  one  of  the  last  members  of 
the  small  group  that  stood  around  the  dying 
President's  bedside  in  1865  died  quietly  in  his  sleep 
in  the  village  of  Manchester,  Vermont.  He  was 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  eldest  son  of  Abraham  and 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln.  He  was  82  years  old. 

It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  life  of  this 
millionaire  corporate  board  chairman,  for  that  is 
what  Robert  Lincoln  became,  with  the  life  of  his 
father,  the  humble  rail- splitter  born  in  a  log  cabin. 
But  Robert  Lincoln  made  the  transition  well.  In 
1859  when  he  was  16  he  applied  for  early  entrance 
to  Harvard  University  and  failed.  This  would  be  the 
last  time  he  would  fail  at  anything  important 
except,  perhaps,  dealing  with  his  mother's  mental 
illness  twenty  years  later. 


In  1860  Robert  was  admitted  to  Harvard. 
He  graduated  in  1864,  was  commissioned  a 
Captain  in  the  U.S.  Army,  and  joined  the  staff 
of  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  He  was  present  at 
Appomattox  when  General  Robert  E.  Lee 
surrendered.  Five  days  later,  April  14,  1865, 
he  returned  to  the  White  House  and  he  never 
forgave  himself  for  having  remained  there  that 
evening,  while  his  parents  went  to  Ford's 
Theatre. 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
Age  80 


RT.  Lincoln 
Pullman  Executive 

After  the  assassination,  Robert  Lincoln 
became  a  successful  attorney  in  Chicago,  was 
appointed  Secretary  of  War  by  President 
James  Garfield,  served  as  Minister  to  Great 
Britain  under  President  Benjamin  Harrison 
and  eventually  was  chosen  president  and 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Pullman 
Company.  In  1902,  at  the  height  of  his 
corporate  career,  Robert  Lincoln  sought 
refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Vermont.  He  built 
Hildene,  "hill  and  valley".  The  Lincoln  family 
would  live  there  until  1975.  This  is  their  story. 


The  Grand  Staircase 


FAMILY  FURNISHINGS  FROM  FIVE 
LINCOLN  HOMES 

When  Robert  and  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln  furnished 
Hildene  in  1905,  they  purchased  some  new  furniture, 
but  also  brought  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  many  pieces 
inherited  from  Mrs.  Lincoln' s  parents.  Senator  and  Mrs. 
James  Harlan.  In  1911  the  Lincolns  sold  their  Chicago 
home  and  moved  some  of  the  furniture  to  Hildene.  In 
1938  widowed  daughter  Mary  Lincoln  Isham 
redecorated  Hildene  and  added  her  furnishings.  She 
died,  however,  before  the  move  was  accomplished  and 
the  same  year  Robert  and  Mary's  granddaughter  Mary 
Lincoln  Beckwith  occupied  Hildene,  bringing  with  her 
furnishings  from  her  home  north  of  Manchester  and 
from  her  grandparents'  home  in  Washington,  D.C.  Most 
of  the  family's  Hildene  furnishings  are  still  in  the  home. 


FIRST  FLOOR 


The  highly  respected  Boston  architectural  firm  of  Shepley,  Rutan, 
and  Coolidge  was  retained  by  Robert  Lincoln  in  1903.  The  firm  is  still 
in  business  and  supplied  photographs  for  the  restoration,  undertaken 
by  Friends  of  Hildene. 


The  Line olns  moved  into  their  new  home  on  June  20,  1905.  Notice 
the  porch  at  the  right  side  of  the  photograph.  It  was  enclosed  in  1908 
when  this  end  of  the  house  was  remodeled. 


Foundation  work,  1904 


AN  UNUSUALLY  COMPLETE 
RECORD 

Much  to  the  deUght  of  the  restoration 
committee,  Robert  Lincoln  kept  detailed 
records  of  everything,  and  most  of  these 
were  still  here  when  restoration  began  in 
1978.  The  original  blueprints,  corres- 
pondence with  the  builder  and  architect, 
ledgers,  cancelled  checks,  and  even  sam- 
ples of  wallpaper  were  waiting  when  the 
historians  and  restorers  assembled  to 
begin  putting  together  the  story  of  the 
Lincolns  in  Vermont. 


Robert  Lincoln  first  visited  Manchester  while  he  was  in  college. 
With  his  mother  and  younger  brother  Tad,  he  stayed  at  the  Equinox 
House  in  the  summers  of 1863  and  1 864.  Reservations  for  the  family, 
including  President  Lincoln,  were  made  for  the  summer  of  1865,  but 
the  trip  was  not  to  be. 


For  the  22  summers  he  lived  in  Manchester,  Robert  Lincoln  served 
as  president  of  the  Ekwanok  Country  Club.  Members  of  the  "Lincoln 
Foursome,  "  /.  to  r.,  are  Robert  M.  Janney,  George  H.  Thacher, 
Horace  G.  Young  and  Lincoln.  The  caddy  is  Jimmy  Williams. 


Robert  Lincoln  s  Bedroom 


Originally  a  den,  this  room  was  con- 
verted by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  his  first  floor 
bedroom  in  1908.  In  his  later  years  at 
Hildene  he  used  this  room  exclusively, 
seldom  venturing  upstairs.  The  bed, 
which  came  from  Mr.  Lincoln's  father- 
in-law  (Senator  James  Harlan)  in  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  shows  both  the  Masonic 
and  Odd  Fellows'  emblems,  organiza- 
tions to  which  the  Senator  belonged,  not 
Mr.  Lincoln. 

Robert  Lincoln  died  here,  in  his 
sleep,  in  the  morning  of  July  26,  1926, 
just  six  days  before  his  83  rd  birthday. 


From  these  two  rooms 
Mr.  Linclon  ran  the  Pullman 
Company  for  six  months  of 
every  year,  until  he  retired  in 
1911.  The  furnishings,  in- 
cluding the  draperies,  are 
original,  as  is  the  small  coal 
stove  in  the  office.  The  files  in 
the  office  still  contain  many  of 
Robert  Lincoln's  personal 
papers.  The  books  in  the 
library  are  for  the  most  part 
exactly  where  he  left  them  in 
1926. 

The  Office 


THE  LINCOLN  PAPERS  -  HIDDEN  82  YEARS 


In  April,  1865,  a  few  days  after  the 
assassination,  Robert  Lincoln  removed 
from  the  White  House  all  of  his  father's 
papers.  For  the  next  82  years,  these 
were  hidden  from  the  public  by  order  of 
the  President's  son.  A  handful  of 
persons  saw  them  during  those  years, 
and  only  two  -  John  Nicolay  and  John 
Hay  -  used  them.  Even  their  ten- volume 
biography  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  pub- 
lished in  1890,  was  read  word-for-word 
by  Robert  Lincoln  and  edited  by  him 
before  publication. 

For  several  years,  the  papers  were 
stored  in  a  vault  in  Bloomington,  Illinois, 
in  the  care  of  Judge  David  Davis.  After 
his  death  in  1886,  they  were  locked  in 
Robert  Lincoln's  Chicago  office  until 
1910.  Upon  retirement  from  the  pres- 
idency of  the  Pullman  Company,  Lincoln  undertook  the  wearisome 
task  of  taking  the  papers  with  him  wherever  he  went.  Each  May,  he 
traveled  to  Hildene  in  a  private  railroad  car  and  he  brought  with  him 
eight  trunks  containing  his  father's  papers.  They  would  be  placed  in 
his  office  in  the  Main  House.  Each  November,  when  he  returned  to 
Chicago  or  Washington,  the  papers  would  again  make  the  trip. 

Finally,  Robert  Lincoln  made  the  decision  to  deliver  the  papers,  or 
most  of  them,  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  He  did  so  on  May  7, 1919.  In 
1923  he  signed  a  deed  giving  the  papers  to  the  Library  with  the 
stipulation  that  no  one  was  to  have  access  to  them  until  2 1  years  after 
his  death. 

A  number  of  eyewitnesses  reported  that  Robert  Lincoln  destroyed 
some  important  papers  in  the  fireplace  in  the  library  of  Hildene  in  the 
early  1920's.  These  persons  included  Horace  G.  Young,  one  of  his 
golfing  foursome,  and  Nicholas  Murray  Butler,  president  of  Columbia 
University.  They  related  that  Robert  was  burning  papers  containing 
information  he  did  not  want  the  pubhc  to  see.  The  papers  may  have 
been  correspondence  dealing  with  his  mother' s  mental  illness.  If  there 
were  any  unknown  facts  in  the  documents,  they  are  no  longer  even 
ashes  in  the  library  fireplace  at  Hildene. 

At  12:01  a.m.  on  July  26,  1947,  a  prestigious  group  of  Lincoln 
scholars  and  Library  of  Congress  officials  gathered  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  to  open  the  files.  Although  they  provided  important  historical 
documentation,  the  papers  revealed  little  that  was  new. 


ROBERT  LINCOLN'S  ROLE  IN  AMERICAN  HISTORY 


Robert  T.  Lincoln  &  parents 


President  Harding  &  Robert 
Lincoln  at  the  dedication  of 
the  Lincoln  Memorial. 


Robert  Lincoln  observed,  over  nine 
decades,  the  transformation  of  the  United 
States  from  a  rural  society  of  17  million 
people  to  an  industrial  nation  of  122 
million.  He  knew  the  railroad  as  the  first 
mass  transportation  system  of  the  land, 
and  had  a  large  part  in  its  development, 
yet,  before  he  died,  he  witnessed  the 
advent  of  the  automobile  and  the  airplane, 
which  would  eventually  bring  to  an  end 
the  dominance  of  rail  travel. 

In  1848,  when  Robert  Lincoln  was 
five  years  old,  he  traveled  to  Washington, 
D.C.  with  his  father  who  had  just  been 
elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
At  the  reception  held  for  the  new  con- 
gressmen and  their  families,  Robert  no 
doubt  met  that  elder  statesman  who  still 
provided  a  direct  link  to  colonial  times  - 
John  Quincy  Adams.  Seventy-four  years 
later,  at  the  dedication  of  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  in  1922,  Robert  Lincoln  stood 
with  the  leaders  of  the  nation,  among 
them  Joseph  P.  Kennedy  who  would  soon 
be  appointed  to  Lincoln's  old  post  of 
Minister  to  Great  Britain.  Was  young 
John  Kennedy  present  to  greet  the  aging 
Lincoln? 


THE  ONLY  PERSON  WITH  A  LINK  TO  ALL  PRESIDENTIAL 
ASSASSINATIONS 


Robert  Lincoln's  life  had  a  direct 
relation  to  all  four  presidential  assas- 
sinations. His  father  was  the  first 
President  murdered  in  office.  Six- 
teen years  later,  Robert  Lincoln  was 
walking  with  James  A.  Garfield  when 
an  assassin  cut  down  that  President. 
Twenty  years  after  that,  Robert 
Lincoln  stepped  off  a  train  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  as  William  McKinley  was 
shot.  He  was  at  all  three  assassinations 


within  minutes.  Finally,  Robert  Lincoln's  grave  in  Arlington  National 
Cemetery  lies  a  few  hundred  feet  from  that  of  John  F.  Kennedy. 


THE  SERVANTS'  QUARTERS 


Almost  as  many  rooms  were  provided  for  servants  as  for  the 
family;  on  the  first  floor:  a  butler's  pantry,  a  maid's  pantry,  a 
kitchen,  a  servants'  dining  room  and  the  butler's  bedroom;  on  the 
second  floor:  five  servants'  bedrooms  and  a  bath;  to  the  east  of  the 
home,  a  frame  building  containing  servants'  rooms;  and  to  the  west 
an  apartment  over  the  Carriage  Bam. 


The  annunciator  was  used  to 
summon  servants  to  one  of  several 
stations  throughout  the  house.  A  bell 
rang  and  the  indicator  fell  to 
announce  which  station.  The  system 
is  still  operable. 


The  kitchen  is 
dominated  by  the  old 
stove  in  which  either 
coal  or  wood  may  be 
burned. 


This  is  a  painting  of  the  entire  Lincoln  family  during  the  White 
House  Years.  I.  to  r:  Mrs.  Lincoln  (1818-1882),  William  (1850- 
1862),  Robert(1843-1926),  Thomas  (1853-1871 )  and  the  President 
(1809-1865).  Edward  (1846-1850)  is  not  pictured 


Robert  Lincoln 
1843-1926 


*Mar\'  Harlan  Lincoln 
'1846-1937 


Mary  Lincoln  Isham 
1869-1938 


Abraham  Lincoln  II 
1873-1890 


Lincoln  Isham 
1892-1971 


Jpssie  Lincoln  Beckwith 
[Johnson  Randolph 
  1875-1948 


Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith 
1898-1975 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln  Beckwith 
1904-1985 


*Mary  Eunice  Harlan  was  married  to  Robert  Lincoln  on 
September  24,  1868,  in  Washington,  D.C.  Their  marriage  lasted 
nearly  58  years.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  in  1 926,  Mary  Harlan 
Lincoln  continued  to  spend  her  summers  at  Hildene  until  her  death  in 
1937  at  age  91. 


The  Dining  Room 


The  Aeolian  Pipe  Organ 


LIONEL  A  ATWILL 


The  Aeolian  pipe-organ,  installed  in  1908  at  a  cost  of  $11,500, 
is  the  oldest  residential  pipe  organ  with  player  attachment  still  in  its 
original  location  and  still  in  working  order  in  the  United  States. 
There  are  242  rolls,  most  of  which  are  in  good  condition.  The  organ 
was  silent  from  the  1940's  until  1980  when  the  grand  instrument 
was  completely  restored. 

The  parlor  furnishings  are  late  Victorian  and  came  from  the 
Harlan  family  home  in  Iowa.  The  woodwork  is  whitewood  stained 
mahogany.  The  door  offers  access  to  the  quiet  corner  porch. 

The  wall- covering  in  the  dining  room  is  layered  to  give  a  three- 
dimensional  effect.  It  was  appHed  in  1938  at  the  direction  of  Mary 
Lincoln  Isham.  The  Queen  Anne  dining  room  set  was  purchased 
especially  for  Hildene  by  the  Lincolns. 


MARY  LINCOLN  BECK  WITH 

Great-granddaughter  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  mistress  of  Hildene  for  thirty- seven  years, 
Mary  Lincoln  ("Peggy")  Beckwith  was  40 
years  old  when  she  inherited  the  estate  in 
1938.  Unmarried,  she  lived  at  Hildene  year 
around,  first  with  her  mother  and  then  alone 
until  her  death  in  1975. 

A  lively,  creative  woman  of  wide-ranging 
interests,  she  loved  both  machineiy  and  nature. 
She  flew  her  own  airplane  which  she  stored  in  a 
hangar  on  the  River  Road  Meadowlands. 


THE  SCHOOLHOUSE 


The  1832  "plank 
waW  schoolhouse  once 
housed  48  students, 
amazing  for  its  dimen- 
sions. It  has  been  en- 
tirely restored  and  re- 
furbished and  is  located 
on  the  River  Road. 
Nearby,  the  riding  rings 
are  a  site  of  horse  shows 
during  the  summer.  In 
addition,  the  Meadow- 
lands  support  a  rich 
variety  of  other  special 
events  including  polo, 
crafts,  antiques  and 
classic  car  shows  and 
concerts  by  the  Vermont 
Symphony  Orchestra. 


She  farmed  and  gardened.  Interested  in 
the  arts  and  the  Southern  Vermont  Art  Center, 
she  painted  in  oils  and  watercolors,  played  and 
listened  to  music. 

Original,  outspoken,  full  of  ideas  and 
opinions,  Miss  Beckwith  was  nevertheless  a 
shy  person  who  shunned  public  appearances. 
One  of  her  rare  trips  outside  of  Manchester 
came  in  1960  when  she  accepted  the  U.S. 
Navy's  invitation  to  launch  the  nuclear 
powered  submarine,  Abraham  Lincoln. 


i  1 


THE  OBSERVATORY 


Opened  to  the  pubUc  in 
1985,  Mr.  Lincoln's  Obser- 
vatory was  restored  with  funds 
from  the  community,  the  late 
Lila  Acheson  Wallace,  and 
the  James  B.  Talcott  Fund. 
It  was  built  to  house  a  telescope 
manufactured  to  Mr  Lincoln 's 
detailed  specifications. 


THE  GARDENS 


Restoration  of  the 
formal  gardens  to  their 
original  beauty  was  made 
possible  by  the  generosity 
of  the  Lila  Acheson 
Wallace  Fund.  Many  of 
the  original  plantings 
remain.  The  promontory 
provides  a  striking  and 
panoramic  view  of  the 
Green  and  Taconic 
mountain  ranges  and 
the  Battenkill  valley 
below. 


During  the  winter  months 
the  estate  and  surrounding  prop- 
erty is  used  for  cross-country 
skiing.  The  Hildene  Ski  Touring 
Center  boasts  15  kilometers  of 
trails,  of  which  12km.  are  tracked 
and  groomed.  The  Carriage  Barn 
serves  as  a  warming  hut. 


THE  RESTORATION  OF  HILDENE 


When  Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith  died  in  1975,  the  Hildene  estate 
was  willed  to  the  Christian  Science  Church.  A  year  later  a  group  of 
area  citizens  formed  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.,  and  in  1978  they 
bought  from  the  church  the  entire  estate,  comprising  412  acres  and 
27  buildings. 

Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization,  has  as  its 
purpose  the  preservation  of  Hildene' s  open  lands  and  the 
restoration  of  its  buildings  so  that  the  estate  can  serve  as  an 
educational  and  cultural  resource  and  as  a  memorial  to  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln  and  his  family. 

Memberships  in  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  and  contributions  are 
welcome  from  those  interested  in  helping  with  the  restoration. 
Contributions  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  allowable  by  law. 
Write  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.,  Box  377,  Manchester,  Vermont 
05254  or  phone  (802)  362-1788. 


I  LINCOLN'S  "HILDENE"  ^ 

4   Summer  Home  of  Son  of 
Civi]  War  President 

Eastward  on  the  hillside  can  be  \ 
i»  seen  the  Manchestir  estate  of 
I  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  eldest  son 
of  President  Abraham  and  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln.  He  became  fond 
of  Vermont,  and  f?r  over  twenty- 
years  made  this  his  summer  home. 
H^-   aied   here   July   25.  19?,6. 


This  sign,  erected  by  the 
Vermont  Historical  Sites  Com- 
mission, stood  for  many  years  on 
Route  7 A.  As  the  years  passed, 
the  foliage  hid  the  house  from 
view  and  the  sign  was  removed.  It 
was  recovered  from  a  state 
storage  building  in  1979. 


Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.,  expresses  its  sincere  appreciation  to  Mrs.  J.G.  Davidson  of 
Manchester,  VT,  for  the  gracious  support  which  made  publication  of  this  booklet  possible. 
Photographs  provided  by  Lionel  Atwill,  Ernst  Beadle,  Steve  Carson,  Darwin  Davidson, 
Charles  Fisher,  Sheila  Foster,  Don  Gray,  Russell  Lynes,  the  Manchester  Historical  Society, 
Jon  Riley,  and  Andy  Sheldon. 


Copyright©  1980  by  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  Seventh  printing  2001. 


Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc. 
Manchester  Village 
Vermont 


Forward's  Color  Production 


Wdere  SZbradam  -Cincoln  descendants  lived  until 
1^75  in  tde  scenic  Vermont  village  of  Manches- 
ter, ''tde  interior  of  tfie  fiome  das  been  presen>ed 
intact  witfi  original  furnisfiings  and  personal 
family  effects . 

'T'ours  Daily-Jvtid-May  tdrougd  October 

grounds  open  9:30  a.m.-^:^o  p.m. 
[Last  tour  begins  at  ^  p.m.) 

Tor  special  group  rates  call  Soi-^Gi-ijSS 
Manchester  and  the  Mountains,  Vermont 


n^fie  Visitors'  Center 


n^ours  begin  in  the  old  Carriage  ^arn  wRicfi  has  been 
converted  to  a  Visitors'  Center  housing  an  exhibition  area, 
a  theater,  a  gift  shop,  and  a  counter  where  tickets  are 
purchased  for  tours  of  the  Main  Jtouse  and  gardens . 

GT/ze  CMain  Jiouse 

follow  the  path  from  the  Visitors'  Center  to  the  Main 
Jiouse,  built  at  the  turn  of  the  century  as  a  summer  home 
for  Robert  'todd  Jiincoln  and  his  family.  'Robert  Jiincoln 
was  the  only  one  of  the  four  iAbraham  Lincoln  sons  to 
survive  to  maturity.  Many  family  possessions  are  on 
display,  and  the  furnishings  are  those  used  by  the  Lincoln 
family  for  nearby  75  years.  'The  home  represents  a  way  of 
life  which  is  rare  today. 


In  the  Main  "Entrance  Jiall,  each  visitor  is  treated  to  a 
short  concert  on  the  !Aeolian  Tipe  Organ  installed  in  1^08 
and  restored  in  1^80  after  a  silence  of  several  decades. 
'This  fine  instrument  was  played  by  the  ladies  of  the  family; 
a  player  mechanism  allows  enjoyment  of  some  242  rolls. 
T^he  sounds  you  hear  are  the  original  rolls  and  were  heard 
by  the  -Cincolns  and  their  guests. 


^fie  gardens 


^storation  of  tde  formal  gardens  to  tfieir  original  beauty 
is  now  underway  and  will  take  severalyears  to  accomplish. 
Many  of  the  original  plantings  remain,  and  the  location  on 
a  promontory  in  the  valley  provides  a  splendid  view  of  the 
mountains  on  either  side  and  a  panorama  below  of  other 
Jiildene  buildings  and  property'. 


n^he  Observatory 


Opened  to  the 
public  in  ioi8^, 
Mr.  Lincoln's 
Obsen>ator\'  was 
restored  with 
funds  from  the  communitv  and  the  late  Lila  f(cheson 
Wallace.  It  was  built  to  house  a  telescope  manufactured 
to  Mr.  Lincoln's  detailed  specifications . 


JVature  H^rails  and  H^cnic  ^rea 


Visitors  are  invited  to  explore  tde  spacious  fields  and  woods 
at  Jiildene  along  three  trails;  printed  guides  at  the  begin- 
nings of  the  trails  name  25  varieties  of  trees  and  pinpoint 
natural  phenomena  along  the  way.  Often  resident  wildlfe 
is  visible  in  its  natural  habitat . 

visit  to  Jiildene  can  be  a  dav-long  experience  if  you  bring 
along  a  lunch  to  enjoy  in  our  picnic  area,  '■'there  is  no  food 
provided  on  the  premises,  and  no  fires  are  permitted,  but 
fresh  water  is  available. 

Special  'Invents 

''The  J^eadowlands  portion  of  the  estate,  though  insible 
from  the  beautiful  Lookout  in  the  ^jarden,  is  accessible 
only  via  'River  'Road.  SSumerous  special  actiiities  take 
place  there.  'Tor  information  regarding  equestnan  events, 
the  I'ermont  Symphony  'Tops  Concert,  the  restored  18^1 
Schoolhouse,  'Thanksgiving  weekend  tours,  'Vecember 
Candlelight  tours,  Lincoln's  birthday  celebration,  and 
other  special  events,  telephone  (So 2)  ^bi-iySS. 


Located  on  ^Historic  yiTin  Manchester  '\  'illage,  T 'ermont 
just  2  miles  south  of  the  Junction  of  routes  yi^  and  30, 
Jiildene  is  just  one  of  many  attractions  in  the  area. 
TKnother  access  from  the  south  is  via  Jiistonc  y'T  from 
tTrlington . 

Jiildene  is  owned  and  openited  by  a 
non-profit  orijaniziilion  known  as: 

friends  of  Jiildene,  Inc. 

'T>ox^Y7 
Manchester,  I'ermont  o^, 2 ^i^. 


FRIENDS 

of 

HILDENE 


THE  MEMBERSHIP  PROGRAM 
IN  SUPPORT  OF 


ROBERT  TODD  LINCOLN'S 

JiiU 

Its  Restoration,  Maintenance  and  Program 


GENERAL 


MEMBERSHIP  INCLUDES: 


•  Admission  to  tlie  Main  House  and  liistoric 
area 

•  Quarterly  {Newsletter 

•  Free  cross- countiy  skiing 

•  10%  Gift  Shop  discount 


Individual  ■  $25 

Single  membership 

Family  •  $40 

Includes  two  adults  and  children 
under  18 

Sustaining  -  $50 

Two  guest  passes 

Contributing  -  $100 

Four  guest  passes 


The  HILDENE  CIRCLE  is  a  general  member- 
ship category  that  offers  a  special  measure  of 
support  through  Sponsor,  Patron  and 
Benefactor  categories  for  Hildene's  restor- 
ation, operation  and  programs.  These 
members  receive  a  special  HILDENE  CIRCLE 
membership  card 

Sponsor  -  $250 

Eight  guest  passes 

Patron  -  $500 

Twelve  guest  passes 

Benefactor  -  $1,000 

Twenty  guest  passes 


BUSINESS 


MEMBERSHIP 


MEMBERSHIP  INCLGDES: 


•  Admission  to  the  Main  House  and  historic 
area 

•  Quarterly  newsletter 

•  Free  cross-country  skiing 

•  10%  Gift  Shop  discount 


Business  ■  $50 

Two  memberships 

Contributing  -  $100 

Four  guest  passes 


The  PULLMAN  SOCIETY  ts  a  business 
merr±)ership  category  that  offers  a  special 
measure  of  support  through  Sponsor,  Patron 
and  Benefactor  categories.  It  is  named  for  the 
railroad  car  company  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
served  as  legal  counsel  president  and 
chairman  of  the  board  PULLMAN  SOCIETY 
members  receive  a  certificate  of  membership, 
suitable  for  framing. 

Sponsor  •  $250 

Eight  guest  passes 

Patron  •  $500 

Twelve  guest  passes 

Benefactor  -  $1,000 

Twenty  guest  passes 
Business  meeting  benefits 


ENROLLMENT  FORM 


GENERAL 


BUSINESS 


Individual 
Family 
Sustaining 
Contributing 


HILDENE  CIRCLE 

 Sponsor 

 Patron 

 Benefactor 


Member 
Contributing 


PULLMAN  SOCIETY 


Sponsor 

Patron 

Benefactor 


All  memberships  are  for  one  year,  effective  the  month  received 
by  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  Memberships  are  tax  deductible  to 
the  extent  allowed  by  law. 

Name  

Business  (if  applicable)  


Address. 


Town  or  City_ 
State  and  Zip. 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc 

and  mail  to  Box 377,  Manchester,  VT 05254-0377. 


I  am  enclosing  $_ 
checked  above. 


This  membership  is 


for  the  annual  membership 


New 


Renewal. 


I  am  enclosing  an  additional  contribution  $  

(If  appropriate,  please  enclose  a  Matching  Gift  form.) 

I  would  like  information  on  becoming  a  volunteer  


I  would  like  information  on 
Hildene's  Planned  Giving  program.. 


WE  INVITE  YOUR  SUPPORT 


VISIT:  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  Hildene, 

entered  in  the  National  Regbter  of 
Historic  Places,  and  enjoy  the 
restored 24- room  Georgian  Revival 
style  home  and  the  magnificent 
formal  gardens. 

JOIN:  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  is  the  tax- 

exempt,  not-  for-  profit  organization 
which  owns  and  maintains  this 
historically  significant  "window" 
to  the  past  Its  purpose  is  to  preserve 
Hildene' s  412  acres  of  open  land 
and  to  restore  the  25  buildings  so 
the  estate  can  serve  as  an  educa- 
tional and  cultural  resource  and 
a  memorial  to  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
and  his  family. 

A  majority  of  our  revenue  is  derived 
from  earned  income:  visitors'  fees, 
gift  shop,  cross-country  skiing, 
rentals  and  special  events.  To 
balance  our  budget,  we  turn  to 
our  friends  scattered  across  34 
states  and  several  foreign  nations- 
the  more  than  3,000  men  women 
and  children  who  are  the  Friends 
of  Hildene.  It  is  their  membership 
and  other  contributions  that  have 
given  this  place  a  new  lease  on 
life. 

Your  generous  ftnancial  support 
will  help  safeguard  Hildene  for 
future  generations. 

VO  LG  NTEER:  to  assist  with  tours,  Special  Events, 
Gift  Shop  or  in  one  or  more  of  our 
other  activities  at  Hildene. 


AT  HILDENE 


SPRING 

The  Main  House 
opens  for  the 
season  in  May. 


SUMMER 

The  gardens  at 
Hildene. 


WINTER 

Enjoy  the  warming 
hut  after  a  day  of 
cross-country  skiing 
at  Hildene. 


FALL 

Merr±)ers  may  use 
the  picnic  area 
and  nature  trails. 


FRIENDS  OF  HILDENE,  INC. 
Historic  Route  7A 
Box  377 
Manchester,  Vermont  05254 

(802)  362  -1788 


Neavephoto 


Abraham  Lincoln's  descendants  lived  until  1975 
in  this  24-room  Georgian  Revival  mansion  in 
the  scenic  Vermont  village  of  Manchester.  The 
interior  of  the  home  has  been  preserved  intact 
with  original  furnishings  and  personal  family 
effects. 

Tours  Daily  —  Mid-May  through  October 
Grounds  open  9:30  A.M. 
Last  tour  begins  at  4:00  P.M. 
Historic  7A  South,  Manchester,  VT 


TOURS  begin  in  the  visitors'  center  whicli  contains  an 
extiibition  area,  theater,  gift  shop  and  ticket  counter. 
Admission  includes  a  guided  tour  of  the  main  house  and 
access  to  the  gardens,  observatory  and  picnic  area.  A 
brief  orientation  is  offered  in  the  theater  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  tour. 

THE  MAIN  HOUSE  was  built  at  the  turn  of  the 
century  as  the  summer  home  for  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
and  his  family.  Robert  was  the  only  son  of  Abraham 
and  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  to  survive  to  maturity.  Many 
family  possessions  are  on  display,  and  the  furnishings 
are  those  used  by  the  Lincoln  family  for  nearly  75  years. 
The  house  reflects  a  way  of  life  which  is  rare  today. 


E.  Beadle 


A  GUIDED  TOUR  offers  personal  glimpses  of  the  family 
history  and  insight  into  the  restoration  of  the  house. 
Architect's  photographs,  taken  in  1907,  testify  to  the 
authenticity  of  the  restoration.  Tours  progress  through 
the  first  and  second  floors  and  conclude  in  the  magnifi- 
cent gardens. 


11 


R.  Lynes 

THE  FORMAL  GARDENS  have  been  restored  to  their 
original  beauty.  Many  of  the  original  plantings  remain, 
and  the  location  on  a  promontory  in  the  valley  pro- 
vides a  splendid  view  of  the  mountains  on  either  side 
and  Hildene's  Meadowlands  below. 


THE  AEOLIAN  ORGAN 

with  its  1,000  pipes 
was  installed  in  1908 
and  restored  in  1980, 
following  a  silence  of 
several  decades.  A 
player  mechanism 
allows  enjoyment  of 
more  than  240  rolls  ac- 
quired by  the  Lincoln 
family.  The  sounds 
you  will  hear  are  those 
enjoyed  by  the  Lin- 
colns  and  their  guests. 


WHEN  WINTER  COMES  TO  HILDENE 


CROSS-COUNTRY  SKIING  starts 
mid-December.  Twenty-one 
groomed  trails  wind  through 
woods  and  meadows  over  15 
kilometers.  Trails  are  designed  for 
the  novice,  intermediate  and  ex- 
pert skiers.  The  warming  hut  is 
housed  in  the  carriage  barn 
where  ski  rentals,  trail  tickets  and 
light  refreshments  are  available. 
Group  and  private  lessons  can  be 
arranged. 


CANDLELIGHT  TOURS  are  a 
highlight  of  the  Christmas  season 
at  Hildene  and  are  conducted  an- 
nually on  December  27,  28  and 
29.  Candles  glow  in  the  windows 
of  the  main  house,  and  there's 
the  smell  of  wood-burning 
fireplaces  and  evergreen  trees 
decorated  with  Victorian  or- 
naments. Horse-drawn  wagons 
or  sleighs  transport  visitors  from 
the  carriage  barn  to  the  house. 


NUMEROUS  SPECIAL  EVENTS  EACH  SEASON  AT  HILDENE 

Equestrian  events,  Vermont  Symphony  Orchestra  Pops  Concert,  Craft 
Fair,  Antique  Show,  Needlework  Show,  Garden  Party,  Classic  and 
Antique  Car  Show,  Festival  of  Fools,  Country  Auction,  and  Dried 
Flower  Show. 


Hildene  is  located  on  Historic  7A  in  Manchester,  Vermont,  just  2  miles 
south  of  the  junction  of  routes  7A  and  11/30. 

Owned  and  operated  by  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.,  a  Vermont  not-for- 
profit  corporation. 

FRIENDS  OF  HILDENE  INC. 

Box  377,  Manchester,  VT  05254 
(802)  362-1788 


Cale 


JANUARY 
l^t^    TilCcitci  *i^<Moncf.  Senie^ 

David  Scrase,  UVM  Professor  of  German  and  Director  of  the 
UViVI  Center  for  Holocaust  Studies.  "Courage  to  Care;  Rescue 
During  tine  Holocaust",  7  to  8  pm,  Northshire  Bookstore,  FREE. 

FEBRUARY 

Hildene  Mansion.  Elegant  catered  dinner  with  a  selection  of 
exquisite  wines  specially  selected  to  compliment  each  course. 
Seating  is  limited  and  reservations  are  required.  Call  for  details. 

15t^    TiJMtci  ^i^t(nip  Senie^ 

Melanie  Gustafson,  UVM  Associate  Professor  of  History, 
talk  entitled:  "Hope  &  Rage:  Reconsidering  the  1960"s", 
7  to  8  pm,  Northshire  Bookstore,  FREE. 

MARCH 
t5t^    'Wdttcn,  *i^i^tc>up  Senie^ 

Author  CJ  King  will  talk  about  her  upcoming  book: 
"4  Mary's  and  a  Jessie:  The  Story  of  the  Lincoln  Women". 
7  to  8  pm,  Northshire  Bookstore,  FREE. 

APRIL 

19tA    '^iJu^tci  '^fi^tom^  Senie^ 

UVM  History  Professor  Emeritus,  Sam  Hand  and  former 
assistant  to  Senator  Aiken,  Steve  Terry,  will  talk  about  their 
new  book,  "The  Essential  Aiken:  A  Life  in  Public  Service". 
7  to  8  pm,  Northshire  Bookstore,  FREE. 

30t^    StUa  /iUm  Vcuf^  V 

Period  Dinner  with  Revolutionary  War  re-enactors  and 
entertainment  at  the  Dorset  Inn.  5:30  to  9  pm, 
$45  per  person.  Call  Hildene  for  reservations. 

MAY 

Quilter's,  knitter's,  rug  maker's,  needle-pointer's  &  cross- 
stitcher's  work  displayed  throughout  the  house.  Boutique  and 
demonstrations.  Preview  Opening  Reception  Thursday,  May  5,  5 


to  7  pm.  Reception  admission  $12.  Slnow  hours  10  am  to  4  pm. 
Show  admission  $10.  Members  $8. 

Open  daily  9:30  am  to  4  pm. 
Admission  $10  for  adults,  $4  for  children  ages  6  to  14. 
Children  under  6  and  Members  are  free. 

2^tA    Summ&i  Aectme  Scnie^ 

Charles  Dew  professor  of  American  History  at  Williams  College, 
will  speak  on  "The  Representative  of  the  Fanaticism  of  the 
North:  Lincoln  and  the  Southern  Secession  Commissioners'", 
7  to  8:15  pm,  Hildene  Visitor  Center,  FREE. 

JUNE 

19th  annual  show  on  Meadowlands.  8  am  to  4  pm.  This 
year  featuring  Chrysler  300.  Antique  and  classic  cars, 
vintage  trucks,  flea  market,  car  corral,  toy  car  show,  parade, 
food  vendors.  Car  pre-registration  fee  $10.  Registration  after 
June  6  is  $20.  Spectator  admission  $6/Adults,  $2/Children. 
Call  the  Manchester  Chamber  at  (802)  362-6313  for  details. 

12tA    ^aidcit  'Panttf 

Enchanting  evening,  sumptuous  hors  d'oeuvres,  &  music  in 
Hildene's  spectacular  gardens  filled  with  1,000  peonies.  5:30  to 
8:00  pm.  Reservations  requested.  Tickets  $75.  Members  $50. 

13tA    *7<^  ^Hncmmtm  (^axdrn 

Garden  and  antiques  vendors  display  wares  at  this  gardener's 
market  on  the  grounds.  Early  buyer  times.  Call  for  details. 

13t^  -  (Jcdcf  31^    /ini<M^  in  ^mdm 

Artists  working  throughout  the  property  creating 
pieces  inspired  by  Hildene's  gardens  and  grounds. 
Artists  participation  passes  are  $10. 

I^t^      St^<!K^  /iiim  ^<Kf<^  ^XM^U^  'DtHMCC 

Kick  up  your  heels  with  the  re-enactors.  Location 
to  be  announced.  Admission  $1 ,  7  pm. 

1M  &  19d    StU^  /iUm  Vcuf^ 

Revolutionary  War  encampments,  battle  re-enactments, 
food,  demonstrations,  family  fun.  Off-site  event: 


A  C  e  n  te  n  n  i  a  I  d 


Route  7A  South,  Sunderland,  Admission  $2/Adults,  1 
$1 /Children  $5/Family,  10  am  to  4  pm.  I 

JULY  I 

VSO  concert  of  traditional  pops  and  light  classics  on  Hildene's 
Meadowlands  at  7:30  pm.  Gates  open  for  picnicking  at  6:00  pm. 
Fireworks  complete  the  evening.  Phone  1(800)  VSO-9293  for  ^ 
tickets  and  prices.  Proceeds  benefit  the  VSO. 

•'In  the  Shadow  of  Greatness:  The  Lives  of  Presidential  Children'! 
Scheduled  speakers  include  the  daughter  of  Gerald  Ford: 
Susan  Ford  Bales,  the  great  granddaughter  of  Calvin  Coolidge: 
Jennifer  Sayles  Harville,  and  historians:  Michael  Beschloss,  HaroldJ 
Holzer,  Doug  Wead,  Frank  Williams,  and  Melanie  Gustafson. 
At  Hildene  and  the  Equinox  Resort.  Call  for  details. 

Variety  of  pop  &  old  favorites  return  to  Hildene's  event  tent. 
Annual  gift  thanking  the  community  for  supporting  Hildene.  Rain  or 
shine,  gates  open  for  picnicking  at  5:30  pm  FREE  concert  7:00  pm 

Lively  Latin  music  at  the  event  tent,  rain  or  shine.  Gates  open 
for  picnicking  at  5:30  pm,  concert  at  6:30  pm.  Call  Vermont 
Arts  Exchange  (802)  442-5549  for  ticket  information.  ; 

Play  to  be  announced.  Rain  or  shine,  gates  open  for 
picnicking  at  5:30  pm  FREE  play  at  7:00  pm. 

30tA    Summ&t  Jlectune  Senied 

Steven  Laird,  Program  Director  of  the  Civil  War  Roundtable 
of  Fairfield  County,  speaking  on  "Vermonters  in  the  Battles  of  '- 
the  Wilderness".  Hildene  Visitor  Center,  10  am,  FREE. 

30t^  &  3t^  ^wd  TiJat  S^tcamfime^ 

Civil  War  encampment,  family  fun  and  entertaining  education! 
Grounds  open  at  9:30  am,  Admission  $5,  Members  free. 


elebration  1  9Qf 


Hildene  Meadowlands.  Contact  PO  Box  2496  Manchester 
Center,  Vermont  05255  (802)  362-2733,  info@vtnhcure.org, 
or  www.vtcure.org  for  information  and  registration. 

AUGUST 
7i<^d&i  me  Steins 

"Taming  of  the  Shrew"",  Shakespeare  as  you've  never  seen  it! 
Lavish  costumes,  spontaneous  performances  and  an  offstage 
irreverent  prompter.  At  the  event  tent,  rain  or  shine.  5:00  pm 
gates  open  for  picnicking,  play  begins  at  6:00  pm.  Tickets  $10. 


26th  annual  art  and  fine  craft  fair.  One-of-a-kind  and  limited 

edition  works.  Craft  demonstrations  &  food.  On  Hildene's 
Meadowlands.  Friday  &  Sunday  -  10  am  to  5  pm,  Saturday 
10  am  to  6  pm.  Admission  $7.  Members  free  on  Friday.  Call 
Craftproducers  Markets,  Inc.  at  (802)  425-3399  for  more  information. 

Wt^  Rodent  T>.  ^^um  "TKcmonccd  ^Mcent 

Wood's  Tea  Company's  hearty  blend  of  Maritime,  American  &  Celtic 
folk  music.  Celebrate  Hildene's  100th  birthday  with  free 
cake  and  ice  cream,  balloons,  pony  rides,  and  farm  animals! 
Concert  held  at  the  event  tent,  rain  or  shine.  Gates  open 
at  5:30  pm  for  picnicking,  FREE  concert  at  6:30  pm. 

Brian  Dirck  of  the  Department  of  History  and  Political  Science  at 
Anderson  University,  speaking  on  "Lincoln  and  Davis:  Imagining 
America  1809  -  1865",  Hildene  Visitor  Center,  10  am,  FREE. 

Opening  reception  &  sale  of  Artists  in  the  Garden  entries.  The  win- 
ners of  the  Irene  Hunter  Award  and  Peggy  Beckwith  Award  will  be 
presented.  Admission  $35/Non-members,  $25/Members, 
Free  for  Artist  Entrants,  5:30  to  7:30  PM  at  Hildene. 
Exhibit  admission  August  29  through  September  30  is  FREE. 
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SEPTEMBER 
Summen.  Aectwie  Se^Ue^ 

John  McCardell,  Middlebury  College  President  Enneritus,  speaking 
on  "Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Search  for  American  Memory", 
Hildene  Garden  Terrace,  9;30  am,  FREE. 

25 tA    "pail  /i(iti<^ue^  S^<ma 

Antique  dealers  and  recognized  experts  from  the  northeast.  10  am 
to  4  pm.  Admission  $5.  Early  buyers  at  premium  admission  fee, 
call  for  times.  A  Forbes  and  Turner  production. 

30t/i  &  Octden.       &  2^  'polCcK^ 

200  booths  of  art,  crafts  &  specialty  foods.  Fri  &  Sun  -  10  am  to  5 
pm.  Saturday  -  10  am  to  6  pm.  Admission  $7.  Children  under  16 
free.  Hildene  members  free  on  Fri.  Meadowlands.  For  more  infor- 
mation call  Craftproducers  Markets,  Inc.  at  (802)  425-3399. 

OCTOBER 

Country  fair,  craft  vendors,  farm  exhibits,  demonstrations,  horse 
and  ox  pulls,  tractor  pull,  pony  rides,  farm  animals  &  live  entertain- 
ment, 1832  schoolhouse.  Hildene  Horse  Show  (Saturday  only) 
Admission  Adults/$8,  Members/$6,  Youth  6  to  14/$2  ,  10  am  to  5  pm. 

Pumpkin  hunt  in  the  garden,  goodies,  costume  parade,  games  and  i)i 
tractor-drawn  wagon  rides,  Visitor  Center,  12  Noon,  FREE. 

NOVEMBER 
25^;^,  26tA  &  27tA  7<^^t^^%^^  /it  'TiiUme. 

Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  visitors  enjoy  self-guided  tours  through 
the  mansion  decorated  for  the  harvest.  $10/Adult,  $4/Children, 
Members  and  children  under  6/Free,  11  am  to  3  pm. 

DECEMBER 
27t^  &  2M  'i^ddem  *i^oUcU<p  So^c^tia^^ 

Self-guided  tours  through  the  mansion  decorated  for  the 
holidays.  Cider,  carolers  and  a  bonfire  on  the  front  lawn. 
$10/Adult,  $4/Children  under  14.  5  to  8  pm,  Members  Free. 


EXHIBITS 


The  Common  Experience 
of  Uncommon  Valor 

Exhibit  closes  January  16,  2006 


The  Personal 
Abraham  Lincoln 


1  HE  rERSONAl 


An  interpretation  of 
our  permanent 
Abraham  Lincoln  Collection 


POLO 

AUGUST  W^1¥iide^Mecidoc(daH(U 

Saturday  Match  at  1  PM  on  the  Meadowlands 

AUGUST  2M1^mem"McciM^^ 

Saturday  Match  at  1  PM  on  the  Meadowlands 

AUGUST  27t^  '^MeHcTHmdmti^Uidi, 
Saturday  Match  at  1  PM  on  the  Meadowlands 

EQUINOX  CUP 

EPTEMBERi''?^  SUlCdmc^  &  "^^iicUm  l^e^idow^McU 

Match  1  at  11  AM  on  White  Heather  Field  in  Shaftsbury 
Match  2  at  3  PM  on  Hildene  Meadowlands 

EPTEMBER  4tA  S^^zftdceup  &  '^(lUme  "^Hmdowia^td^ 

Match  3  at  11  AM  on  White  Heather  Field  in  Shaftsbury 
Championship  Match  at  3  PM  on  Hildene  Meadowlands. 

Gates  open  1  hour  early  for  picnicking 
Matches  on  White  Heather  Field  are  free 
latches  on  Hildene  Meadowlands:  $5  per  person  or  $12  per  carload 


"7^ 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln  built  Hildene  as  a  sumnner  home  at  a 
the  turn  of  the  20th  century.  He  was  the  only  child  of  g: 
Abraham  and  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  to  survive  to  maturity.  { 
Robert  first  visited  Manchester  as  a  young  man  in  the  i 
summers  of  1863  and  1864  when  he  came  to  the  b| 
Equinox  Hotel  with  his  mother  and  his  brother  Tad.  He  I 
was  so  taken  by  the  beauty  of  Vermont  that  some  forty  i 


II 


years  later  he  returned  to  purchase  500  acres  of  land  to 
build  what  he  would  call  his  ancestral  home. 

The  non-profit  Friends  of  Hildene  purchased  the  estate  in 
1978  and  began  the  long  process  of  restoring  the  home 
and  gardens.  The  formal  gardens,  designed  as  a  birth- 


also  available  on  occasion  for  private  functions. 

Hildene's  program  of  exhibits  covers  a  variety  of  topics 
including  "Vermont  and  the  North  Shire  in  the  Civil  War: 
The  Common  Experience  of  Uncommon  Valor".  This 
exhibit  tells  the  profound  story  of  Manchester's  own 


day  gift  by  Jesse  Lincoln  for  her  mother  Mary,  include 
many  of  the  original  plantings  from  1907  and  produce 
thousands  of  peony  blooms  each  June. 

The  garden  promontory,  overlooking  the  Battenkill  Valley, 
provides  spectacular  views  of  the  mountains  on  either 
side  and  the  Meadowlands  300  feet  below.  The  Cutting 
and  Kitchen  Garden  behind  the  Visitor  Center  was 
restored  in  the  spring  of  2003,  and  the  original  potting 
shed  now  houses  exhibits  and  provides  space  for  the  vol- 
unteers who  maintain  the  garden. 

Many  programs  and  events  take  place  on  the  estate  each 
year  including  children's  camps,  craft  festivals,  art  shows, 
community  concerts,  farm  fairs,  polo  matches,  and  fami- 
ly days.  Hildene  Holiday  Evenings  are  the  highlight  of  the 
winter  season  when  the  house  is  dressed  in  traditional 
festive  decorations  with  flowers,  greenery  and  candles 
throughout.  The  formal  gardens,  lawns  and  house  are 


Equinox  Guards,  their  journey  to  battle  and  the  resulting 
impact  on  their  community. 

In  2004,  Hildene's  permanent  collection  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln  artifacts  was  put  on  display  in  a  new 
and  insightful  interpretion  of  our  16th  president  entitled: 
"The  Personal  Abraham  Lincoln". 

Hildene's  walking  trails  with  interpretive  signs  give  visi- 
tors a  chance  to  see  the  wooded  areas  of  the  property 
and  provide  a  link  to  the  beginnings  of  a  working  farm  on 
the  10-acre  meadow.  During  the  winter,  trails  become 
pathways  for  cross-country  skiing  and  snowshoeing. 
Twenty-one  groomed  and  marked  trails  wind  through 
woods  and  meadows  over  14  kilometers. 

Exhibits  and  the  main  house  and  gardens  are  open  daily 
during  the  summer  and  fall  and  Thursday  through 
Monday  during  the  winter  season.  Larger  groups  are 
welcomed  by  reservation  throughout  the  year. 


TV  c  t  c    m  c  f 


Abraham  Lincoln's  descendants  lived  in  this  24- 
room  Georgian  Revival  mansion  in  the  scenic 
Vermont  village  of  Manchester  until  1975.  The 

interior  of  the  home  has  been  restored  and 
includes  original  furnishings  and  personal  family 

belongings  including  a  1908  Aeolian  Organ. 

Our  Sponsors  for  2005 

The  Vermont  Country  Store 
Equinox  Resort  &  Spa 
R.K.  Miles,  Inc. 
Perfect  Wife/Spiral  Press  Cafe 
Northeastern  Fine  Jewelry 

Factory  Point  National  Bank 
Hand  Motors 
Hill  Painting  Inc./Hill  &  Thompson  P.O. 

Manchester  Woodcraft 
Shaw  Insurance 

Exhibits  and  House  Hours 
May  9  through  October  31 :  9:30  to  4:00 

(Open  Dally) 
November  3  -  early  May:  1 1 :00  to  3:00 
(Closed  Tuesdays  &  Wednesdays) 
(Also  closed  Thanksgiving,  Dec  24  &  25,  &  Easter) 
Exhibits  and  House  Admission 
$10/Adults,  $4/Children  6-14 
Grounds  &  Walking  Trail  Pass  Only 

$5/Adults,  $2/Children  6-14 
Members  of  Friends  of  Hildene  Free 

1005  Hildene  Road,  Manchester,  VT  05254 
802  362-1788  www.hildene.org  info@hildene.org 


Welcome! 

Abraham  Lincoln's  descendants  lived 

until  1 975  in  this  24-room  Georgian 
Revival  mansion  in  the  scenic  Vermont 
village  of  Manchester.  The  interior  of  the 
home  has  been  preserved  intact  with 
original  furnishings  and 
personal  family  belongings. 

We  are  pleased  to  let  you  know 

our  Gold  Sponsors  for 
Friends  of  Hildene's 

25th  Anniversary  Year 

are: 

The  Vermont  Country  Store 
r.k.  Miles,  inc. 
The  Equinox  Hotel 

Please  call  for  information  about: 
•  Tour  Program  •  Group  Tours 

•  Education  Programs  •  Summer  Youth 

Programs  •  Volunteer  Program 
•  Membership  Program  •  Wedding 
&  Reception  Facilities  •  X-Country  Skiing 

•  Small  Group  Dinners  •  Special  Events 

House  &  Garden  Tours 
$  1 0/Adults,  $4/Children  6- 1 4 
Grounds  &  Walking  Trail  Pass  Only 

$5/Adults,  $2/Children  6-14 
Members  of  Friends  of  Hildene  Free 


The  Lincoln 
Family  Home 

The  main  house  was  built  at  the  turn 
of  the  20th  century  as  the  summer 
home  for  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  and 
his  family.  Robert  was  the  only  son 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln  to  survive  to  maturity  Many 
family  possessions  are  on  display 
and  most  of  the  furnishings  are  those 
used  by  the  Lincoln  family  for  nearly 
75  years.  The  house  reflects  a  way 
of  life  which  is  rare  today. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln  first  visited 
Manchester  as  a  young  man  when  he 
came  to  the  Equinox  Hotel  with  his 

mother  in  the  summers  of  1 863. 
Some  forty  years  later  he  returned  to 
purchase  a  large  tract  of  land  on 
which  to  build  his  summer  home. 


Many  of  the  original  plantings  remain 
and  the  location  on  a  promontory  in 
the  valley  provides  a  splendid  view  of 
the  mountains  on  either  side,  as  well 
as  Hildene's  Meadowlands  below.  Be 


sure  to  also  visit  our  cutting  and 
kitchen  garden  behind  the  Visitors' 
Center.  Many  exciting  events  take 
place  here  each  year  including  crafts 
and  arts  festivals,  concerts,  farm  and 
folk  art  fair,  polo  matches,  classic  and 
antique  car  show,  needlework  show, 
and  civil  war  encampments.  The 
formal  gardens  are  available  to 
provide  an  elegant  backdrop 
for  your  own  special  event. 


The  Walking  Trails 
and  The  Farm 

We  are  delighted  to  share  Hildene's 
farm  and  natural  areas  with  you! 
The  walking  trails  are  part  of  our 
cross-country  ski  trail  system  and 
all  trails  are  marked  offering  easy 
walks  with  some  rolling  terrain. 
The  Farm  Loop  Trail  meanders 


through  the  meadows  that  offer  a 
glimpse  into  the  beginnings  of 
Hildene's  worl^ing  farm.  M 


The  Aeolian  Organ 

Installed  in  1 908,  the  Aeolian  organ, 
with  its  1 ,000  pipes  is  one  of  the 
highlights  of  the  tour.  The  sounds 
you  will  hear  are  those  enjoyed  by 
the  Lincolns  and  their  guests. 


Winter  at  Hiidene 

Holidays  at  Hiidene  Open  Houses 

and  Candlelight  Tours  are 
highlights  of  the  winter  season  at 
Hiidene.  Events  are  held  annually 
and  the  house  is  dressed  in 
traditional  holiday  decorations. 

Cross-country  skiing  starts 
mid-December  and  continues 
through  mid-March  weather 
permitting.  TA^enty-one  groomed 
trails  wind  through  woods  and 
meadows  over  14  kilometers.  Trails 
are  designed  for  novice,  intermedi- 
ate, &  expert  skiers.  The  warming 
hut  located  in  the  Visitors'  Center 
provides  ski  rentals,  trail  ticket 
lessons  and  light  refreshments. 


25th  Anniversary 

ROB  ,  ,  ./f^ 

Calendar  2003 


Gold  Sponsors:  The  Vermont  Country  Store,  r.  k.  Miles,  Inc.,  The  Equinox  Hotel 


FEBRUARY 

1  3  Hildene  Winter  History  Series  •  Thursday  •  uvm 

Professor  Melanie  Gustafson  examines  the  impact  of 
Garfield's  assassination.  7  to  8: 1 5  PM.  Burr  &  Burton  Riley  Center 
Call  for  details. 


25th  Anniversary  Event 

J  7    Full   Moon   Si<atinj>  •  Monday  .  Celebiale  at  the 
Equinox  Golf  Course  Pond  with  an  old-fashioned  skating 
party.  5:00  PM  to  8:00  PM.  Hot  cider  and  hot  dogs.  Call  for  details. 


MARCH 

1  3  Hildene  Winter  History  Series  •  Thursday  •  Local 

historian  Bill  Badger  &  the  history  of  the  Pullman  Palace  Car 
Company.  7  to  8: 1 5  PM,  Burr  &  Burton  Riley  Center  Call  for  details. 

APRIL 

]  o  Hildene  Winter  History  Series  .  Thursday  •  uvm 

professor  Dona  Brown  speaks  on  the  impact  of  McKinley's 
assassination.  7  to  8:15  PM.  Burr  &  Burton  Riley  Center  Call  for 
details. 

MAY 

g    Hildene  winter  History  Series  •  Thursday  •  Retired 

UVM  professor  Samuel  hiand  talks  about  his  book,  "The  Star 
That  Set-.  7  to  8: 1 5  PM.  Burr  &  Burton  Riley  Center.  Call  for  details. 

Q    1 0  &  1  1  Annual  Hildene  Needlework 

'  Sh(JW  •  Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  • 

Quiliers,  knitters,  rug  makers,  needle-pointers  cross-stitchers  work 
displayed  throughout  the  house.  Boutique  features  supplies,  kits  & 
finished  items.  Preview  reception  Thursday,  May  8,  5:0O  lo  7:00 
PM.  Reception  admission  SI 2.  Show  hours  lO  AM  to  4  PM.  Show 
admission  S8.  .Additional  Gold  Sponsor:  Manchester  Woodcraft 

1 2  -  Oct   3 1  Hildene's   2.Stli  Tour  Season  • 
'~  '  Monday  •  Seven  days  a  week,  including  hol- 

idays. Tours  every  half  hour  9:30  AM  to  4:0O  PM.  Admission  Slo 
for  adults,  S4  for  children  ages  6  to  14.  Members  free. 

JUNE 

g    Vermont  Day  at  Hildene  •  Sunday  •  Hildene  celebrates 
Vermont.  House  and  grounds  open  to  all  at  reduced  rate  of 
Ss  per  person.  Children  under  15  free. 

9  -  July  1  3  Hildene's  Celebration  of  Peonies  • 
Monday  -  Sunda>'  •  Visit  the  gardens.  Find 
artists  capturing  the  beauty  of  the  peon:es.  Demonstrations  of 
artist's  techniques,  lecture  by  Gordon  Hayward.  and  cooking  of 
traditional  foods.  Call  for  details. 

1  4  &  15   Hildene  Antique  &  Classic  Car  Show  • 

Saturday  &  Sunday  •  17th  annual  show  will  be 
held  on  our  Meadowlands  8:00  AM  to  4:00  PM.  This  year  featuring 
Cadillac  automobiles.  Antique  and  classic  cars  and  vintage  trucks 
on  display.  Flea  market,  "Car  Corral",  toy  car  show,  parade,  food 
vendors.  Car  pre-registration  fee  S8.  Day  of  show  registration  S 1 5. 
Spectator  admission  S6. 

1  5  Hildene  Garden  Party  •  Sunday  •  Enchanting  evening. 

sumptuous  hors  d'oeuvres,  &  music  in  Hildene's  spectacular 
gardens  filled  wiih  1  .OOO  peonies.  6:00  to  8:00  PM.  Reservations 
required.  Admission  charged.  Reduced  admission  for  members. 
Additional  Gold  Sponsor:  Factory  Point  Naiional  Bank 
1  9  Gordon  Hayward  •  Thursday  •  coffee  &  dessert  with 

Gordon  Hayward's  slide  presentation  on  his  new  book,  "Your 
House,  Your  Garden",  7  -  8:30  PM.  6:30  PM  for  a  preview  of  his 
work  in  Hildene's  Cutting  &  Kitchen  Gardens.  Booksigning  to  fol- 
low. Admission  S  to/Members  S5/Early  Registration  Non-members  S8 

2g  Polo  in  Shaft.sbury  &  on  Hildene's 
Meadowlands  •  Saturday  •  Game  l  at  10  AM  in 
Shaftsbury.  Game  2  at  2  PM  on  the  Meadowlands.  Call  for  details. 
29  Children's  Day  •  Sunday  •  FuII  day  of  activities  planned 
for  children  and  their  families.  10:00  AM  to  4:00  PM 
Activities  at  the  Schoolhouse,  arts  and  crafts,  kids'  parade,  house 
tour,  and  more.  Children  S5.  Adults  accompanying  children  free. 

JULY 

2  Vermont  Symphony  Orchestra,  Picnicking  & 
Pops  Concert  •  Wednesday  •  The  VSO  presents  a  con- 
cert of  traditional  pops  and  light  classics  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands 
at  7:30  PM.  Fireworks  complete  the  evening.  Phone  1(800)  VSO- 
9293  for  prices.  Proceeds  benefit  the  vso. 
1  5  Washinf»ton  County  Band  Concert  •  ixiesday  • 
Variety  of  pop  and  old  favorites  return  to  Hildene's  main 
house.  Annual  gift  thanking  the  community  for  supporting  Hildene. 
Gates  open  for  picnicking  at  5:30  PM.  Free  concert  at  7:00  PM. 

1  9  Polo  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  •  Saturday  • 

Game  l  at  lO:00  AM,  Game  2  at  2:00  PM.  Call  for  details. 


AUGUST 

1       &  3  Southern  Vermont  Art  &  Craft  Festival 

'  •  Friday.  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  24th  annual  art  & 

fine  craft  fair.  One-of-a-kind  and  limited  edition  works  displayed 
under  tents  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands.  Craft  demonstrations  and 
great  food  in  this  beautiful  setting.  Friday  &  Sunday  10:00  AM  to 
S:00  PM,  Saturday  10:00  AM  to  6:00  PM.  Admission  S7.  Members 
admitted  free  on  Friday.  A  Cruflproitucfrs  Markrl^.  Inc.  production. 

1  3  Robert  D.  Thum  Memoiial  Concert  •  Wednesday 

•  Featuring  Wood's  Tea  Company,  known  for  a  hearty  blend 
of  Maritime,  American  &  Celtic  folk  music.  Concert  held  at  the  main 
house,  rain  or  shine.  Gift  to  community  for  support  of  Hildene. 
Grounds  open  at  5:30  PM  for  picnicking,  free  concert  at  6:30  PM. 

1 Q  Polo  on  Hildene's  Meadowlands  •  Saturday  • 

Match  starts  at  2:00  PM.  Call  for  details. 

2  1   Artist  in  the  Garden  Exhibit  •  Tiiursday  •  Artwork 

from  the  Celebration  of  Peonies  2002  &  2003,  is  on  display. 
Opening  reception  Aug.  2 1 ,  5:30  -  7:30  PM.  Meet  the  artists  and 
enjoy  light  refreshments.  Exhibit  runs  through  Sept.  28.  FREE 

29  Polo  in  Sliaftsbury  •  Friday  •  Match  starts  at  s  oo  PM 
Call  for  details. 

30  Polo  Black  &  Blue  Gala  •  Sati.irday  •  Celebratory 
dance  held  at  the  Equinox  Hotel.  8:00  PM.  Call  for  reserva- 
tions and  information. 

3()  &  3 1  Polo    on    Hildene's  Meadowlands 
Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Match  starts  at  2:00  PM 
Saturday  and  10:00  AM  and  2:00  PM  Sunday  Call  for  details. 

SEPTEMBER 


25th  Anniversary  Event 

2()  &  2  1   Civil  War  Encampment  •  Saturday  & 

Sunday  •  Wander  through  Civil  War  encampments 
and  watch  period  battle  re-enactments  at  2  PM  each  day.  Family 
fun  and  entertaining  educationi  Grounds  open  at  9  30  AM. 
Saturday  events  -  Canon  Firing  Demo  -  6  PM,  Civil  War  Historian 
Reading  -  6:30  PM,  Book  Signing  and  Candlelight  Encampment 
Tours  -  7:30  PM.  Admission  S5.  Members  free.  Additional  Gold 
Sponsor:  Factoiy  Poi;ii  National  Bank 


25th  Anniversary  Event 

2g  Birthday  Party  •  Monday  .  Bring  the  kids.  Celebrate 
Hildene's  25th  birthday  with  our  farm  animals.  Enjoy  a  free 
Wilcox  Ice  Cream  cone.  Get  free  grounds  pass  at  Visitors'  Center 


27    Hildene  Fall  Antiques  Show  •  Saturday  •  Antique 

dealers  and  recognized  experts  from  the  northeast  bring 
their  antiques  and  collectibles  to  the  Meadowlands  from  lO:GO  AM 
to  4:00  PM.  Admission  charged.  Early  buyers  from  8  AM  to  10  AM 
at  premium  admission  fee.  A  Forlx's  and  Utrnrr  production. 

OCTOBER 

3  4  &  5    Hildene  Foliage  Art  &  Craft  Festival  • 

'  Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Heated  tents  house 

200  booths  of  art,  craft  and  specialty  food  products  at  this  annual 
event.  Craft  demonstrations,  music  and  delicious  food  draw  afi- 
cionados lo  this  celebration  of  handcrafted  creativity.  Hours  are 
from  10:00AM  to6:OOPM.  Admission  $7.  children  under  16  free. 
Members  free  on  Friday.  A  Craflpnxlucfrs  Markets.  Inc.  production. 

1  1  &  1  2     Hildene  Farm,  Food  &  Folk  Art  Fair  • 

Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Farmer's  Market,  farin 
exhibits,  demonstrations,  Oscar  Johnson  Jr.  hoise  and  ox  pulls. 
Dan  Jenks  memorial  tractor  pull,  pony  rides,  farm  animals  &  folk  art. 
Country  fair  with  vai'iety  of  foods,  entertainment,  family  fun.  Visit 
Hildene's  1832  schoolhousel  10  AM  lo  5  PM.  Admission  charged. 
Additional  Gold  Sponsor:  Factory  Point  Naiional  Batik 

NOVEMBER 
28,  29  &  30  Holidays   At    Hildene    •  Friday, 

'  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Visitors  enjoy  a 

Hildene  Holiday  Open  House  with  self-guided  tours  through  the 
mansion  decorated  for  the  festivities.  SlO/Adult,  S4/Children  under 
14.  I0:00  AM  lo  3:00  PM.  Members  Free,  Additional  Gold 
Sponsor:  Factory  Point  National  Bank 

DECEMBER 
6  &  7,  13  &  14,  20  &  21    Holidays  at  Hildene 

'  Continues  •  Saturday  & 

Sunday  •  Visitors  enjoy  a  Hildene  Holiday  Open  House  with  self- 
gulded  tours  through  the  mansion  decorated  for  the  festivities. 
SIO/Adull,  S4/Children  under  14.  Saturdays:  4:00  PM  lo  8:00  PM. 
Sundays:  10:00  AM  lo  3:00  PM.  MeiTibers  Free.  Add'l  Gold 
Sponsor:  Faclory  Point  National  Bank 

27  &  28  Holidays  at  Hildene  Candlelight  Touis 

•  Saturday  &  Sunday  •  Enjoy  hot  mulled  cider  and 
a  horse  drawn  wagon  ride  to  the  Lincoln  family  home.  Guided 
tours,  traditional  holiday  decorations,  organ  music,  candlelghi  and 
crackling  fires  in  fireplaces.  S15/Adult,  S6/Children  under  14.  4:00 
PM  to  8:30  PM.  No  Reservations.  Members  Free.  Additional  Gold 
Spotisor:  Factory  Point  Naiional  Bank 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES 

GrOLIp  Tours  •  January  to  April  •  House  lours  for  groups  of  10 
or  more  by  appointment.  Please  call  for  information. 


ROHI  K  r  rODI)  LINCOLN" 


Post  Office  Box  377 
Manchester,  Vermont  05254 
(802)362-1788  www.hildene.org 


25th  Anniversary 

CELEBRATION 


I 


Celebration 
of  Peonies 


June  9  I  July  13,  2003 


i  Celebration  of  Peonies 
I 

P  Tke  peony  gardens  at  Robert 

P  Lii:icoln  s  Hddene  liave  Leen  flourisking 

S  lor  nearly  100  years  and  here  s  your 

'M  opportvinily  to  enjoy  tkem  at  tkeir  peak! 

P 

M  special  events  kave  keen  planned  witk  a 

'0  variet^^  of  offerings.   Stai'ting  June  9,  tke 

P  artists  will  retvu-n  to  paint  in  tke  gardens, 

P  capturing  tke  keauty  of  tke  peonies  on 

M  canvas.  1  kis  year,  tke  Axtists  Reception 

P  and  Exkikit  Opening  wdl  ke  keld  on  tke 

m  evening  of  August  21  in  tke  Visitors 

P  Center  and  will  display  paintings  from 

P  previous  years,  as  well  as  tkis  year  s  winner. 

i 

1^  We  kave  sckeduled  several  painting 

'M  demonstrations,  a  talk  and  slide 

P  presentation  Ly  aulkor  and  landscape 

arckitect  Gordon  Havward,  a  Ckildren  s 

P  Day,  and  cooking  demonstrations. 

i 

P  Tkis  year  s  Garden  Party  &  Silent  Auction 

'0'  wdl  kenefit  tke  restoration  of  Hildene  s 

PI 

P  Cutting  &  Kitcken  Gardens,    ike  design, 

P  iircluding  a  well-defined  patk  and  new 

11  landscaping  was  done  kv  Gordon  Hayward. 

1  1  ^ 

P  We  kope  you  will  plan  to  join  us  for  one  or 

m.  all  of  ike  events  planned  for  tke  season! 

1 
M 

'm  Lover  &  Inside  Painting: 

"Peonies  in  June  ,  Nancy  Begin,  Artist 

1^  Winner  of  tke   Irene  Hunter  Award  for  2002 
Artists  in  tlie  Garden 


(Scheduled  EvenLeS 

ArLisLeS  in  the  Garden 

Monday,  June  9  -  Sunday,  July  13 

Barbara  GetLel 
\X^aLercolor  Demonstration 

Friday,  June  13,  9:30  to  11:30  am 

Garden  Partv  and  Silent  Auction 

Sunday,  June  15,  6:00  to  8:00  pm 

Gordon  tlayward 
Author  &  Landscape  Architect 

June  19,  6:30  to  8:00  pm 

Arthur  Jones 
Oil  Painting  Demonstration 

Friday,  June  20,  11:00  am  to  1:00  pm 

Doger  Jasaitis 
Oil  Painting  Demonstration 

Saturday,  June  21,  1:00  to  3:00  pm 

Cooking  Demonstration 
Mrs.  Lincoln's  White  Cake 

Sunday,  June  22,  12:30  to  3:30  pm 

Janet  Picard 
Oil  &  Acrylic  Painting  Demonstration 

Tkursdav,  June  26,  11:00  am  to  1:00  pm 

Childrens'  Day 

June  29,  10:00  am  to  4:00  pm 

Dan  Fisher 
Oil  L\unting  Demonstration 
Saturday,  July  5,  11:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
*^ 

'ooking  Demonstration,  Sadie's  Lemon  Sponge 

Sunday,  July  6,  12:30  to  3:30  pm 

Cooking  Demonstration,  PhuL^arb  Creme  Pie 

Sunday,  July  13,  12:30  to  3:30  pm 

Artists'  Reception  and  ExhiL")it  Opening 

August  21,  5:30  to  7:30  pm 


I  am  interested  in  attending,  the  following 
Celebi^ation  of  PeoniecS  Eventcs 


P.^\TD  Pequired: 

Gai^den  Pai'Lv  and  6ilent  AucLion 

□  $50  per  member  □  $75  per  non-member 

«^ 

Goi^don  Havwai'd  Talk 

□  $8  per  memLier    \^  $tO  per  non-member 

□  $5  per  member  eaiJy  registration 
*^ 

Childi^ens'  Day 
□  $5  per  child;  Adults  accompanying  children  fi'ee 

Artists'  Deception  and  Lxliibit  Opening 
□  Free 

Painting  and  Cooking  Deiiionstrations 
are  included  with  the  purchase 
ol  a  $5  Cjfounds  Pass 

(/\dmicS;Sion  Lo  llouf^c  Tour  noL  included) 


Name(s) 
Address 


City/State/Zip  Codt 
Feleplione  


Numter  ot  People  Attending 


Amount  enclosed 


please  mail  tliis  form  witli  your  ckeck  made  out  to: 
Friends  of  Flildene,  Inc. 
Post  OlJ'ice  Box  377 
Manchester,  A'ermont  05254 


The  Formal  Gardens 

In  1905,  RoLert  Todd  Lincol  n,  llie  eldest  and  onJy_ 
surviving  son  of  President  Lincoln,  liviilt  a  stately 
liomc  on  a  promonlory  overlool-eing  tlie  BattenkiJl  ■ 
River  valley  in  Manckester,  Vermont.   Tlie  site  lie  , 
cliose  commanded  sweeping  views  of  tine  valley  and' 
iKe  laconic  and  Green  Mountain  ranges.   He  and 
kis  family  would  occupy  tkis  magnificent  24-room 
Georgian  Revival  stimmer  kome  lor  tke  next  21 
years.   It  is  tke  only  kouse  in  Ajiierica  wkere  all  of 
Al^rakam  Lincoln's  descendants  would  res  ide.  Tkel 
last  of  tkese  was  Peggy  Lincoln  Beckwilk,  kis 
greal-granddaugkter.   Ske  occupied  Ilildene  until  i 
ker  deatk  in  1975.   rrien  ds  of  Hild  ene.  Inc.  a 
nol-for-profil  organization,  actpiircd  tke  estate  in  n 

1978. 

Rokert  s  dautikler,  Jessie  designed  tke  formal  gar- 
dens on  tke  soutk  lawn  in  190/  as  a  e'ilt  to  ker 
motker,  Mary  Harlan  Lincoln.    I  key  were  an 
American  version  of  tke  Lrenck  parterre,  witk 
closelv-crtipiied  jirivet  kedges  laid  out  to  resemkle  a 
stained  glass  window  wken  seen  from  ker  motker  s 
secon  dfl  oor  sitting  room. 


Tlie  formal  gardens  liave  heen  restored  to  tlieir 
lormer  splendor.   Using  Jessie  s  original  plans  and 
llower  order,  sections  of  the  parterre  were  replan  led 
witli  lilce-colors  using  turn-of-llie-ccntur)'  flowers 
of  updated  kybrids.  Tke  original  peonies  kave  sur- 
vived for  nearly  100  years  and  annually  produce 
over  1,000  Llossonis  in  June!   llildene  was  lioiT- 
ored  witli  tke  W^torian  Society  in  vWierica's  2003 
Preservation  Award  for  tlie  restoration  and  mainte- 
nance of  our  formal  gardens. 

Now  included  in  tlie  National  Historic  Register  e^f 
Historic  Places,  Hddene  displays  many  of  tlie 
Lincoln  family's  original  fxirniskings. 

Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  is  tke  tax-exempt,  not-for- 
profit  organization  tkat  owns  and  maintains  ikis 
kistorically  significant  "window"  to  tke  past.  We 
are  commi  tted  to  preserving  tke  Lincciln  family 
kome  and  land  wkile  providing  educational  and 
cidttiral  opportunities  to  make  our  past  relevant  to 
our  future. 

■  m  m'.^ 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln's 

Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc. 
Post  Office  Box  377 
Manchester,  Vernnont  05254 

(802)  362-2788  (802)  362- 1  564/Fax 
www.hildene.org  inlo@hildene.org 


( 


\  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's 

I  HILDENE 

i  Manchester,  Vermont 

i 


I  '  

';  Abraham  Lincoln's  descendanls  lived  until  1973  in  this 

{  24-room  Georgian  Revival  mansion  in  the  scenic  Vermont 

I  village  of  IVIunchester.  The  interior  of  the  home 

i  has  been  preserved  intact  with  original  furnishings  and 

:  personal  family  effects. 

I  Tours  Daily  -  Mid-May  through  October 

'  Grounds  open  9:30  A.M.  Last  tour  begins  at  4:00  P.M. 

I  Historic  7A  South,  Manchester.  VT  03254 

j  Information  802-362-1788 

:  wvvw.hildene.org 


ri5»e  tlNCOLN  FAMILY  HOME 


The  main  house  was  built  at  the  turn  of  the  century 
as  the  summer  home  for  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  and 
his  family.  Robert  was^kMBEhj^Abraham  and 
Mary  Todd  U^^fjffjfTvt^^^tmity. 


Many  family  possessions  are  on  display,  and  most 
of  the' furnishings  are  those  used  by  the  Lincoln 
family  for  neaf ly  75.;yeafs.  The  house  reflects  a 
way  of  life  which'isirare  tocjay/:'    ,  ' 


"MY 
ANCESTRAL 
HOME  ".n 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln  first  visited  Mancliester  as  a 
young  man  when  he  came  to  the  Equinox  Hotel 
with  his  mother  in  the  summer  of  1863.  Some 
forty  years  later  he  returned  to  purchase  a  large 

tract  of  land  on  which  to  build  his  summer  home. 

THE  AEOLIAN  ORGAN 

Installed  in  1908,  the  Aeolian  organ, 
with  its  1.000  pipes,  is  played  for  each  tour. 
The  sounds  you  will  hear  are  those  enjoyed  by 
the  Lincolns  and  their  auests. 


THE  GARDENS 


The  formal  gardens  have  been  restored  to  their  original 

beauty.  Many  of  the  original  plantings  remain,  and 
the  location  on  a  promontory  in  the  \alley  provides  a 
splendid  \  ie\\  of  the  mountains  on  either  side. 


and  Hildene's  Meadowlands  below,  where  many  special 
events  take  place  each  year:  crafts  fairs,  musical  concerts. 
Vermont  Farm  and  Food  Fair,  polo  matches.  Classic  and 
Antique  Car  Show  and  antique  festivals. 


TOURS  of 

HILDENE 


Tours  begin  in  the  visitors'  center  wliicli 
contains  an  exiiibition  area,  tineater.  gift  sliop  and 
ticket  coLinter.  Admission  includes  a  guided  tour  of 

tlie  main  house  and  access  to  the  gardens, 
observatory  and  picnic  area.  A  brief  orientation  is 
olTered  in  the  theater  at  the  beginning  of  each  tour. 

A  guided  tour  offers  personal  glimpses  of 
the  family  history  and  insight  into  the  restoration  of 
the  house.  Architect's  photographs,  taken  in  1907. 
testify  to  the  authenticity  of  the  restoration.  Tours 
progress  through  the  first  and  second  floors  and 
conclude  in  the  magnificent  gardens. 


Al  Jernian 
The  Life  of 
Robert  Todd  Lineoln 
Thursday,  January  9,  2003 


Melcinic  Gustafson 
The  impact  of  the 
G  arf'i  eld  Ass  ass  i  n  a  ti  on 
Thursday,  February  13,  2003 


Bill  Badger 
The  History  of  The 
Pullman  Company 

Thursday,  March  13,  2003 


Dona  Brown 
The  Impact  of  the 
hdcKinley  Assassination 

Thursday,  April  10,  2003 


Samuel  Hand 
''The  Star  that  Set" 


Thursday,  May  8,  2003 


Winter  History  Series 


Co-spoMSored  by 
I  lildeiic 
Liiiiversily  of  Vermont 
VT  Humanities  Council 
Burr  &  Burton  Academy 

IDate  and  Times 

Second  Thursday  of  eacii  Month 
(Jaiiuar\',  February.  March,  Aijril  &  Ma\  ) 
7  :00  p.m.  to  8:  15  p.m 

No  Admission  Ciiarged 

Location 

15urr  8i  Burton's  Riley  Center 

riie  Hildene  Winter  History  Series 

will  include  a  45  minute  presentation 
with  30  minutes  available  for  ques- 
tions/discussion. These  are  designed 
to  be  entertaining,  light  faire,  with 
Just  enough  to  give  people  a 
sense  of  tlie  limes  and  issues. 


I  hursday.  Janiiar\'  9 
A!  .JcMinan  anc)  the  Life  of 
l^ol3ert  Todd  Lincoln 

1  lildene  Historian  and  Arlington 
resident  Al  Jerman  will  introduce 
listeners  to  the  very  interesting  and 

litile  known  life  of  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  including  the  fact  that  he 
was  present  when  Presidents  Garfieici 
and  McKinley  were  assassinated. 


Tliiirsday,  Febi'iiai\'  13 
Melaiiie  Giistafson  and  the  Impact 
of  tlie  Garfield  Assassination 

University  of  Vermont  History 
Professor  Melanie  Gustafson  will 

discuss  tlie  political  climate 
surrounding  the  election  of  James 

Garfield,  his  assassination  six 
months  later,  and  the  clianges  in 
direction  resulting  from  the  ascen- 
sion to  the  Presidency  of  Vermoni 
native  Chester  Arthur. 


Thursday,  Marcli  13 
Bill  Badger  and  the  I  listory 
of  the  Pullman  Company 

Manchester  resident,  architect,  train 
expert  and  amateur  liistorian  Bill 
Badger  will  discuss  the  history  oi 
Mr.  hincoln's  Pullman  c:ompany, 
including  evolvemeni  rolling 
stock  and  the  surroimding  social 
history.  Mr.  Badger  will  acx  ompany 
his  discussion  wiih  slides. 


rluirsda\',  April  lo 
Dona  Brown  and  the  lm|)a(  t  of 
the  McKinley  Assassination 

University  of  Vermont  History 
Professor  Dona  Brown  will  discuss 
the  remarkable  change  in  direction 
resulting  from  the  assassination  of 
William  McKinley  and  the  rise  ol 
Teddy  f^oosevelt  (vacationing  in 

Vermont  at  the  time  of  the 
assassination!)  to  the  Presidencv. 


Thursday,  May  8 

Samuel  Hand 
"The  Star  that  Sen" 

Recently  retired  Chair  of  the  Histor\' 
Department  at  the  University  ot 
Vermont,  Samuel  Hand,  will  talk 
about  his  book  "The  Star  That  Sei". 
From  1854  to  1958,  every  [:)erson 
elected  to  state  and  national  (Mficc  in 
Vermont  was  a  Repul)lican.  I  land's 
book  traces  the  behind-ihe-sc{MH\s 

intrigue  and  [jolitics  ot  ihc 
Republican  Parly's  104  year  hole  I 
on  Vermont's  pfilitical  power 


Built  at  the  turn  of  tlie  20th  century, 
I  lildeiie  was  the  summer  home  for  tlie 
family  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the  onl\' 
child  of  Abraham  and  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln  to  survive  to  maturity.  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln  first  became  acquainted 
with  Manchester,  Vermont  in  1863, 
while  visiting  with  his  mother.  Some 
forty  years  later,  lie  would  return  to 
I  )urchase  over  500  acres  on  which  to 
build  Hildene,  a  24-room  Georgian 
Revival  tTiansion.  Today,  the  house 
still  sits  on  412  of  the  original  acres 
and  displays  many  of  the  Lincoln 
family's  possessions.  Most  of  the 
furnishings  are  those  the  Lincoln 
family  used  for  the  seventy-five  years 
they  called  Hildene  home.  The  estate 

also  includes  formal  gardens  with 
spectacular  vistas  of  the  surrounding 
mountains,  and  the  beginnings  of  a 
working  farm.  Numerous  events,  from 
art  fairs  to  classic  car  shows,  and 
special  holiday  tours  are  held  at 
1  lildene  throughout  the  year. 

House  and  garden  lours,  as  well  as. 
grounds  and  walking  trail  passes  are 
offered  daily  from  mid-May  to  October 
from  9:30  a.m.  until  4:(X)  |).m,  and 
mid-November  through  March  by 
appointment  for  groups  of  lO  or  more. 

Joining  as  a  Member  enables  us  to 
[preserve  and  restore  Hildene's 
l)uildings  and  gardens,  Ijring 
education  programs  to  area  schools 
and  tlie  community,  and  kee|)  412 
acres  of  some  of  the  most  magnified  ii 
lanci  in  the  Mancliester  area 
free  of  de\  elopment 

For  more  information  on  hiildene, 

please  contact  us  at: 
Post  OUk  c  Box  M7 
Mtiiu  hesicr,  Veniioiil  ()5254 
(8( )2)  .5(S2- 1  788  (8( )2)  3(i2- 1  3(i4/Fi).\ 

WWW.  1  lilde  ne .  org 


kOni.RT  rODI)  I.IN(  ()!,' 

Post  Office  Box  377 

Maticiiester,  Vermont  05254 
(802)  3(32-1788  vvww.hildcnc.org 

25th  Anniversary 

C:  R  L  E  B  R  A  T  1  O  N 


2003 

POLO 

SERIES 

Manchester,  Vermont 


Polo  2003 

Beckwith  Cup 

Saturday,  June  28 

Game  I  at  Mance  Field,  Shaftsbury,  10:00  am 
Game  2  at  Hildene  Meadowlands,  2:00  pm 

Saturday,  July  1 9 

Game  3  at  Hildene  Meadowlands,  10:00  am 
Game  4  at  Hildene  Meadowlands,  2:00  pm 

Saturday,  August  16 

Individual  Match  at  Hildene 
Meadowlands,  2:00  pm 

Equinox  Cup 

Saturday,  August  29 

Game  I  at  Mance  Field,  Shaftsbury,  5:00  pm 

Saturday,  August  30 

Game  2  at  Hildene  Meadowlands,  2:00  pm 
Gala  at  Equinox  Ballroom,  8:00  -  11:00  pm 

Sunday,  August  31 

Game  3  at  Hildene  Meadowlands,  10:00  am 
Game  4  at  Hildene  Meadowlands,  2:00  pm 

Gates  open  I  hour  prior  to  match 


Hildene  2003  Gold  Sponsors 

Equinox  Resort,  r.k.  Miles,  Vermont  Country  Store 

Event  2003  Gold  Sponsors 

Ultramar  Energy,  Inc.,  La  Victoria  Salsa,  Mulligan's  ot 
Manchester,  Vermont  Country  Properties,  The  Dorset  Inn 

Event  2003  Silver  Sponsors 

Bickford  Real  Estate.  Trumball  Mountain  Tick  Shop 

Event  2003  Bronze  Sponsors 

Sirloin  Saloon,  Ye  Olde  Tavern 
(802)  362-1788  www.hildene.org 

Photo  ©  Tom  Stearns 


Farm 
Walking  Trails 


AT 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln's 


Route  7A  South  Manchester,  VT  05254 
Information  -  802  362-1788 
www.  hildene.  org 

Open  Daily 
9:30  AM  -  5:00  PM 
Purchase  Passes  at  the 


Hildene  Visitor  Center 


Part  of  a  Fanning  Fabric 

Vermont's  farms  come  in  many  forms.  We 
have  fanns  ranging  in  size  from  a  few  sheep  or 
llamas  to  nearly  1.000  cows.  These  farms  all 
play  an  important  part  in  maintaining  the 
state's  beautiful,  working  landscape.  Hildene, 
on  the  small  end  of  this  spectrum,  is  raising  50 
+  sheep.  In  addition  to  keeping  land  open, 
smaller  operations  like  Hildene"s  also  help 
keep  agricultural  services  such  as  livestock 
truckers,  fencing  retailers  and  installers,  and 
feed  suppliers  in  business.  This  helps  supply 
the  critical  mass  to  make  it  possible  for  the 
larger  operations  to  stay  in  business.  Many  of 
our  small  towns  survive  because  local  busi- 
nesses such  as  feed  and  equipment  dealers, 
hardware  stores  and  veterinarians  all  rely  on 
agriculture  for  their  well-being.  A  diverse 
agricultural  base  of  which  Hildene  is  a  small 
part,  is  essential  to  maintaining  both  our  rural 
character  and  our  agricultural  heritage. 

Rotational  Grazing 

The  animals  at  Hildene  are  managed  using 
"rotational  grazing".  By  grazing  the  animals 
on  small  sections  of  land  and  moving  them 
every  two  or  thi^ee  days,  they  are  moved  onto 
fresh  grass  many  times  during  the  growing 
season.  Each  section  then  has  20  to  40  days  to 
recover  and  produce  a  new  crop  of  constantly 
higher-quality  forage.  Rotational  grazing 
assures  access  to  fresh  feed  throughout  the 
summer.  The  result  is  that  each  acre  produces 
nearly  twice  the  forage  as  conventionally 
grazed  land.  When  carefully  managed,  each 
acre  of  land  can  produce  more  than  three  tons 
of  feed  valued  at  about  $300  in  a  single 
growing  season.  Equally  important,  careful 
grazing  management  reduces  soil  erosion  and 
constantly  improves  the  soil's  abilit}  to 
produce  forage. 


No-Power  Operation 

Hildene's  farm  is  somewhat  unique  in  that 
it  is  a  no-power  operation.  Our  electric 
Gal  lager  sheep  fencing  is  pow  ered  by  a  so- 
lar charger  with  a  standard  marine  battery 
(also  charged  by  the  solar  charger)  serving 
as  back-up  when  the  sun  goes  down.  Our 
water  is  supplied  by  gravit>'  from  supplies 
originating  high  on  Equinox  Mountain. 
The  blue  watering  tubs  have  simple  floats 
(similar  to  those  in  a  toilet  tank)  to  auto- 
matically replace  that  consumed  by  the 
animals.  This  helps  keep  the  operation 
low-maintenance  as  well  as  no-power! 

Interested  in  Learning  More 
About  Agriculture  in  Vermont? 

We  suggest  you  log  onto  the  Vermont 
Department  of  Agriculture's  web-site  at 
www.state.vt.us/agric.  We  also  suggest  you 
visit  the  Merck  Forest  and  Farm  Center  at 
the  top  of  Rupert  Mountain  on  Route  3 1 5. 
Merck  has  a  multi-faceted  farm  and  forestry 
program  that  is  visitor  friendl}'  and  highly 
informative.  You  can  find  Merck's  web-site 
at  WW w. m e rc k fo re s t ■  c om  or  you  can  call  for 
more  information  at  802  394-7836. 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln's 
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FARM  ANIMALS 


LEGEND 


Farm  Loop 
Upper  Sugar  Bush 
Birch  Knoll 
Easy  Out 

High  Peak/High  See 
Allee  Walk 
Meadow 


Welcome 

We  are  delighted  to  share 
Hildene's  Farm  and  natural  areas  with 
you  and  wc  appreciate  your  visit. 

The  walking  trails  are  part  of  our  cross- 
country ski  trail  system.  Thus,  on  your 
walk  you  will  see  other  trails  and  signs 
that  are  not  indicated  on  this  map.  All 
trails  are  easy  with  some  rolling  terrain. 
Trail  distances  are  approximate. 


Trail  Highlights 

There  are  many  wonderful  sites  to  enjoy  as  you  stroll 
along  the  trails.  Provided  below  are  a  few  highlights. 

•  The  Fann  Loop  integrates  our  farming  operation.  It 
leads  to  and  continues  through  the  meadow  where  we 
keep  our  animals.  The  loop  is  a  combination  of 
winding  woods,  roads,  meadows  and  footpaths.  The 
southern  most  end  passes  through  some  beautiful 
mature  hardwoods.  The  trees  on  this  site  have  formed 
a  well-defmed  canopy.  Much  of  the  sunlight  is  inter- 
cepted, creating  a  lovely,  shaded  forest.  In  the  spring, 
before  the  trees  leaf  out,  the  forest  floor  sparkles  with 
color  from  the  showy  wood  betony,  the  dainty  yellow 
violet  and  the  exquisite  red  columbine. 


l^gggSL^'AIN  HOUSE 


Thank  You  for  your  Cooperation... 

Dogs  are  not  permitted  on  the  trails.  Many  of  our 
guests  are  ill  at  ease  around  dogs,  and  further, 
they  disturb  the  farm's  animals.  To  protect  the 
trails  from  erosion,  mountain  biking  is  not  per- 
mitted. Please  leave  the  land,  including  the 
plants  and  flowers,  as  you  found  it,  so  that  others 
may  enjoy  it  in  its  natural  beauty. 


•  The  highest  point  on  the  Hildene  Estate  is  located  on 
the  Birch  Knoll  Trail.  At  the  top  of  the  trail  there  is  a 
concrete  pedestal  that  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  used  to 
mount  his  astronomy  equipment  on  before  his  observa- 
tory was  constructed. 

•  The  Allee,  a  charming  path  canopied  with  Haw- 
thorne trees,  leads  into  a  grove  of  mature  white  birches 
with  an  undcrstory  of  ferns.  It  meets  the  Easy  Out 
Trail,  where  you  may  either  return  to  the  Cutting  and 
Kitchen  Garden  area  or  continue  on  to  the  High 
Peak/High  See  Trail. 


